
Transcription of Ethel Piper Tucker, 9349 S. 53rd Ct., Oak Lawn, Ill.

Taped March 1975 Interviewers Carol Adams and Katherine Trimble

Q. Could I have your first name, Mrs. Tucker?

A. Ethel, Ethel Irene Tucker. Ne Piper.

Q. Do we have a fact sheet for you on file?

A. No, but I have filled one out.

Q. How long have you lived here Mrs. Tucker?

A. Well, let's see. I was married three years it was when Llewellan was born

that we first moved to Oak Lawn. It was 1913. We lived right across the

railroad tracks. Will Gaddis had just built a new house. We lived there

for two years until we had our own house built up in the block. 9732 S. 53rd

Ave: So we came in 1913. I was born in 1890 and was 23 year~ old' at the

time.

Q. You moved into that house in about 1915.

A. That would be about right.

Q. Where were you born Mrs. Tucker?

A. In Worth, at least that's where my parents were living. There weren't

many doctors out here so I was actually born in a hospital in Chicago. That

was 85 years ago, you know.

Q. When did you move into this house (9349 S. 53rd Ct.)?

A. Well, that's what I can't remember. Let's see it must have been about

12 years later cause Lywellan was a little boy and was always falling in the

creek and getting wet. So it must have been 1925.

Q. Was it you father that farmed what is now Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in

Worth?

A. Yes and my Grandfather before that. They were the Pipers.
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Q. When did the racetrack come into being out there?

A. I was born in 1890 and I was about 11 or 12 years old when the property

was leased to the race track people. So that would be about 1901 or 1902.

We had nothing to do with the race track. My Grandmother owned the land

and leased it to a group of men who ran the race track.

Q. The whole farm ran from lllth st to l15th street and from Ridgeland to

Central?

A. That's right.

Q. When did the cemetery get involved in the land?

A. I really don't know because around that time I was living in California.

(Editor's Note: A check with the Archdiocesan Cemetery Association reaveals

that the cemtery was consecrated on July 4, 1923.)

(Mrs. Tucker also a.llowed us to take a magazine back to the library to copy
I

that contained some of the early history of the Piper family all the

way back to the Plymouth colony.)

While showing us a picture of the farm house, Mrs. Tucker said, "I was married

from that house. Here's a picture of Methodist Church in Worth, it's no

longer there. Here's a program from the Old Community Club. I think I won

a prize for a recipe. My husband was always winning prizes for his flowers.

Here's a signed by Will Gaddis who was treasuer of the Methodist

church here in Oak Lawn.

That house we lived in, the old farm house is now located near Hazel Green

Cemetery east of Central on l15th St. They took the big porch off the

house and just have a little porch left and it's all covered with that

shingle stuff. I'd love to go inside it and see what they have done."
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liThe farmhouse used to face on Ridgeland Ave. and whoever bought it from

the cemetery people moved it to where it is now. The house originally

was on a hill but the hill is gone now. It has been graded down and down.

Here's a picture of my husband's father, it goes back to 1810 when they

were still in England. My grandfather was born in 1828 or was it '58?

Q. What were your reasons' for coming to Oak Lawn?

A. 'Cause we knew of a pretty house we could rent, Also to be near relattves.

'Cause we had five, no six families of relatives here when there werentt

any more than 300 people in the town. It was more like half the town.

And I was only coming the three miles from the farm to Oak Lawn when I

got married. I knew Elvidges and all the Schultz's, the Larson's. I knew

all that gang before I got married. The Hopkin's boys, Percy and Walter~~

we had surprise parties all the time, we had to make our own amusement.

The kids from Oak Lawn and the Kids from Worth would come over and have

a surpri se party on some kid and then the foll owing week they have it

out at our place somewhere.

Q. Was there anybody from Ashburn in the crowd.

A. No there wasn't anyone from there~ It was called Clarksdale Junction

in those days. They didn't enter into our group.

Q. Are you older than Mrs. Harnew; Lettie Harnew?

A. No Lettie's a little older that I am.

Q. I know you said you went to school with her.

A. Yes, I sat in the front seat and she sat in the back seat. It was a one

room school and we went from kids who didn't know anything to graduates

in the class. I was in sixth grade when Lettie was in eighth grade.
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Then I used to go back to Lettie with my arithmetic because she would have

to show me how. Lettie called me the other day. Yeah, I know all the Harnew

bunch. They were all in our party group but Walter especially, he was the

youngest. Carl Larson and Henry Larson. Somebody was always having a surprise

party. All the kissing games we played; post office. The Beckwiths had

quite a family~ too. They had a farm on Ridgeland in Chicago Ridge. One

of the Harnew's married one of the Beckwith girls. Lettie Kenedy lived in

Chicago Ridge when she got married and one of the Harnews married her.

Walter was coming to see me. All Three farms on Ridgeland Ave. and the

Harnew boys were calling at one, two three. But I didn't marry Walter.

Q. I see hear that your husband was a minister.

A. Yes and so is my son who's living in Georgia. Methodist's all. I used

to belong to this Methodist Church up here (Garden) but it got too worldly

for me. I wasn't that kind of a Methodist. So now I go up to Palos to

Calvary Memorial. You know a letter I have from the Methodist church up
...

here and they list the youth meetings. The young people today they need

the church, they need some Christian training and they wouldn't be doing all

this stealing. The four Sunday night youth meetings they listed: one was

conservation, the next was wildlife, the next a judo demonstration and the

last one was the behavior of cats. Now what has that got to do with

Christian teaching in a Methodist church. That's not the kind of

Methodist church I grew up in. There should be a little more of the

fire and brimstone and fear of the Lord. That's it. I wasn't happy.

There's all kinds of churches around. If you're not happy in one go to

another.
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Find a church where you are happy. The preacher at this little church

I go to was a Bible teacher from Kansas. You bring your Bible to church

with you and pencil and paper if you want. He teaches the Bible and that1s

what I like. Judo demonstrations are all right in clubs and lodges but

when you go to church to worship the Lord I don't want that kind of stuff

given to me. We belonged to the Epworth League and we used to get the

Epworth Herald that had outlines for discussion groups in it and we sang a lot.

To answer the roll call in Sunday school we used to stand up and give a

verse of Scripture. It was church went I went to church it wasn1t any

Tom-foolery about the nature of cats. The church I went to in Worth isn't

there any more. It's Chicken Unlimited on the very spot.

Q. What is that picture Mrs. Tucker?

A. That1s me and did you know any of the Clark family. They lived in

Midlothian, had a farm around l47th street and Midlothian Road. Harry

Clark sold automobiles for a while. Or the Hewlett family? In the

picture that1s Margaret Hewlitt. We each lived on a farm they only lived

a couple of miles away. We used to drive in the horse and buggy over

their houses at night to play run-sheep-run.

I was trying to figure out when my Grandfather came here. He was born

in New York State in 1828. He died in 1885. She quotes: "Universally

esteemed by his associates for his integrity and his citizenship. His

family, ~n ~~~~t~©nt6 his wife Mrs. Piper (that was my Grandmother) upon

whom evolves in great part the management of his large estate consists

of four sons (my father was one of those four sons) and three daughters

all of whom live in or in the immediate vicinity of Chicago.
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Used to have an ice house in Chicago. My grandmother was a Pratt.

Ephraim Pratt was not four or five generations removed from the Pilgrim

founder of the family was born in New Hampshire but moved to Essex County

in New York state and was one of the pioneer settlers of that region and

an offocer of the colonial forces during the revolutionary struggle.

My grandmothers people many of them were burnt to death in the Peshtigo fire

in Wisconsin, the same day as the Chicago Fire. It was worse than the

Chicago Fire but the papers were all in Chicago for the Chicago fire got

all the notoriety. Alvin Pratt, father of Mrs. Piper, moved from New York

state to Wisconsin and was prominent among the settlers of that state up

until the time of the great Peshtigo fire in 1871.

They are buried in Graceland cemetery in Chicago and 11 11 be buried

there. There is agreat big monument to the Pipers but on one of them it

says "victims of the Peshtigo Fire." Graceland cemetery became Graceland

after they removed the bodies from Lincoln Park where the cemetery was first.

The Swifts, Mitchel's, the Armour's they are all buried in Graceland.

There are four or five generations of of us there and I am the last of my

family to go there. My husband is buried there. And George Hoffman is

buried there because Dollie is there too. My pony is buried at Holy

Sepulchre before it was a cemetery. There are a lot of our dead horses

and pigs. We also had a pond out there for the cows and thatls where my

husband I did our courting. Before we were married held come out by train

and weld go to church and then he would come over to the farm. He always

brought me a box of candy. Weld take the box of candy after dinner and

go and sit by the big pond. Weld sit there and talk and eat chocolates.

We didnlt have shows to go to, you had to go into Chicago if you wanted to

go to a show. A medicine man would come to Worth and that was a big time.
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We had lot more fun than kids do today. Real good honest fun. And

because there wasn't too much to do I think we appreciated it more.

She decribes another picture: First comes my husband and then Hazel

Phillips boy friend who she didn't marry, and then Harry Phillips is

next and then me and thatls my preacher boy Llywellan on my lap (her son)

and that's the Preacher Collins and his wife, his mother and his father and

Frank Harnew and Fanny Harnew and we were all camping and we had knicker suits

with middies over them. We lived in tents, went to Starved Rock. Weld

go to Wilmington along the River

Q. Isyour family all scattered now?

A. Well I just had the two boys. My preacher boy is in Georgia and the other

one is in California. He went to high school out there while we lived there.

They were both in the army and my one son was a chaplain. We came back here

from California to visit our granddaughter and all the preachers had gone

off to war so they asked my husband to preach so we stayed and we stayed.

Our furniture was in Califirnia in storage. When my youngest got out of

the service he came to visit us in Southern Illinois, stayed about a week

and went back to California.

Q. Where did you live when you were in California?

A. Well, we lived in Long Beac~for about six months but it was too damp.

So we went up to Pasadena in the mountains. The boys had high school and

two years of junior college in Pasadena and then the oldest one came to

Asbury college in Kentucky for his last two years and then up to Evanston

three years of seminary to be a preacher. When we were in Pasadena both my

boys were in the band and played for Rose Bowl. That was big Day.
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It was a really big day at the Rose Bowl. Lot of folks there didn't

like and would leave town a day or two before cause people used to bring

ladders and planks to sit on to watch the parade and they left boxes and

things but it didn't bother us. We'd have a big ham, potato salad and all

the stuff fixed and any body that knew you all came to your house to eat

cause you couldn't get in the restaurants. There were thousands of people

there. People would rush in and eat and if they had tickets for the

game they'd dash off to that. It was the only way that they'd get any-

thing to eat 'cause you couldn't get any thing to eat in town.

Q. What years were you in Pasadena?

A. We were there for about ten years. It must have been about 1927

cause Jimmy went to high school and junior college there. We came back

here and had sold our other house in Oak Lawn so when we finally returned
from

we rented that little apartment over the garage across Shuss1er's it's

right at Elvidges back door ( on 96th St. just west of 54th Ave.) We

lived there while this house was being built (9349 S. 53rd Ct.) It must

have been about 1938. We stayed in Southern Illinois where Jimmy was

preaching (he son James Elsworth Tucker). They had just had our first

grandchild and we came east to visit. My boy had taken over an abandoned

church, cleaned out all the old whisky bottles and found a plank and

printed on it "J. Tucker, Pastor." and he wrote me in Pasadena to order

him two dozen hymn books. Well that would make it about 1940 that

we came back to Oak Lawn. We had been down at Jimmy's church for a

while in Villa Ridge down near Cairo. (Mrs. Tucker then went to get

the family Bible and began reading dates from it) I'm no good at dates.
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Let's see here's my grandfather Anson Piper he died in 1886.

liAs though goest step by step, 11 11 open up the way before thee. 1I

Here it is, Jim (her husband)died in 1964. He was born in 1890 we were

the same age. I was five months older so I was the boss from May on till

October and then we were the same age. Then from October to May we didnlt

have any boss. He was born October 18th, 1890. And mine is May 8th the

same year. He was James Alfred Tucker he had eight or nine sisters and he

was the only boy, the baby in the family.

Mrs. Tucker began to read from an old historical magazine about her

ancestors the Pratts. Her mother was a Pratt. (Library has xerox of the

salient parts of the historical magazine.)

Fineas Pratt came to the Plymouth colony on Captain Weston's

ship in 1622 and settled in Weymouth. The settlers were driven from

. their homes by the Idians and they went to the Plymouth colony where they

lived for many years.

She now skips to the ice company which her father ran in Chicago.

A little bit about the ice company. The original plant was around the

Chicago canal at Ashland Avenue and several others were built in the

area around the original one. Her grandfather Piper started it. A few

years ago a man came by and wanted Piper history. My lawyer asked my one

day did I have a grandmother by the name of Piper and I said sure I did.

He said he was doing some work for a big concern near Willow Springs.

And we run into the Piper name. I said that was my Grandmother and my

Grandfather had some of his icehouses out there. So there was a little

piece of land still left and they asked us to sign it over. And this man

from this firm went to the cemetery to get information from the headstones
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I had an uncle Dr Webster, he was a very famous doctor in Chicago

he was president of the State Board of Health. He was called allover the

United States on consultation cases. Elvidges always gave Dr. Webster credit

that Mr. Elvidge lived through that awful sick spell that he had. His

first wife was my Aunt but he married again and hels buried in Mount Hope

Cemetery and not Graceland where all the rest of us are. And when this

man left me about the Piper history he went out to Mount Hope right away

to get the information on Dr. Webster.

When you have lived as long as I have, 11 11 be 85 in May, live

buried all my fathers people and and all the Tucker people. 11m the only

Tucker left and I am just one by marriage.

Q. What about your family, the Pipers?

A. No my two brothers are gone and my sisters gone. There were just the

four of us, the first baby died. Two brothers and Dolly and I, the two girls.

Q. Did all four of you live in Oak Lawn?

A. Dolly and I did and Georgie we all did. Georgie and Anna had two sons

and they live in Oak Lawn too. My brother Ansie died when he was about

thirty before he ever got married. He worked when they were putting

the Cal-Sag canal through. The office for the canal was in Worth right

next door to where the Methodist church was. These men and my' brother was

one of them had to go out in a boat and get samples of the earth. And

every once in a while somebody would fall in the water from the row boat.

My brother fell in once to often and then had to come clear back to the

office to change clothes and he caught pneumonia. The one lung never

cleared. He was sick like with T.B. and my father sent him down to North

Carolina up in the mountains every winter for thre or four winters.
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That last winter they wrote for us to come and get him that he wouldn't

last and we had him just a month or so at home before he died. Ansie was

the oldest, I was next and then George and after thirteen years Dolly.

She is married to George Hoffman. Dolly's name was Doris. My brother George

had a son George and he lives in Oak Lawn today. There's also a Seth

Piper around today, that name keeps popping up generation after generation.


