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Summer is finally here and there's
much to share with you.

FINANCE AND TAXES
I am proud to say that even though our
pension and health care liabilities
increased by hundreds of thousands of
dollars last year, we passed the 2006
budget without a tax increase. The 
reason for this is that we made a 
significant number of budget-related
changes and eliminated significant

waste, to the tune of almost $2 million. Annually.

But cutting wasteful spending is only half the battle in keeping
your taxes low. The other half, and arguably the more 
important half, is attracting new and successful businesses to
the Village to increase our revenues. This is exactly what we 
are trying to do with the 111th & Cicero development that you
will read about later in this newsletter.

COMMUNICATION
A Community United, our Village e-mail newsletter, is now sent
out to more than 1000 Oak Lawn homes. The purpose of the
newsletter is to keep our residents informed about what is
going on in the Village, and included are business specials,
important dates, health tips, and a Q&A section to answer 
residents’ questions. To sign up for our e-mail newsletter send
an e-mail to Meg Gorman at: mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov
Note: Hard copies are available at the train station, the library,
and at Village Hall.

DEVELOPMENT
111th and Cicero: We have devoted a separate section of this
newsletter to this proposed development. But to put it simply,
we have vacant and underperforming stores on the largest
piece of commercial property in Oak Lawn, a parcel of land that
hasn’t lived up to its potential since the original structures were
built 30-40 years ago.

We need to do everything possible to bring higher-end 
shopping and restaurants to Oak Lawn. We shouldn't have to
drive to other towns and give them our hard-earned money.
We should keep it here, in our community, because in doing so
we keep our taxes low.

It is our responsibility, as your elected officials, to take the initia-
tive and prevent our properties from becoming vacant and
blighted. We can’t sit back and hope that something will 
happen, not when nearly every community surrounding us is
aggressively pursuing these retailers and restaurants.

We need to raise the bar and set our standards high, because
that’s what our citizens deserve, and our Board is doing 
everything possible to make sure that happens.

Town Center: By now most are hopefully aware that we are
nearing the deadline to make a decision on the Town Center
development. The original proposal called for two 85-foot high
buildings with 190 condo units and 10,000 square feet of retail.

The agreement with the developer stated that if fewer than 190
condo units were built, the Village would have to pay the devel-
oper $20,000 for each unit under 190. I did not believe that this

was a good agreement for our citizens, and we have been work-
ing with the developer since last year’s election to come up with
a better agreement. The aim of our renegotiation was threefold:

1. Reduce building height (from 85 feet) and number of condos 
(from 190)

2. Reduce or eliminate the $20,000 per unit penalty
3. Increase retail square footage (from 10,000 s.f.)

After a year of negotiations, we now have a proposal for 56 foot
high buildings,130 condos,and 18,000 square feet of retail space.
The reduction in condos from 190 to 130 units obligated the
Village to come up with $1.2 million ($20,000 x the 60 fewer
units), but I’m happy to report that we just recently negotiated
this away in exchange for about $200,000 in permit and fee
waivers. In other words, a net savings of $1 million tax payer 
dollars.

As another alternative, I did ask what the cost would be if we
reduced the height by another floor, which would bring it down
to just over 100 condos. If we did this we would have to 
reimburse the developer $1 million due to certain fixed costs of
the project.This presents a very difficult situation.While the pref-
erence is for shorter structures, if the reduction costs 
taxpayers $1 million plus the shortfalls on the bond payments to
cover the debt used to purchase the land, we face tax increases. I
oppose any option which would force us to raise property taxes.

As it sits today, the options before us are to approve the original
plan, accept the revised plan (detailed above),pay $1 million for
an even shorter building, or buy out the developer and not do
any of this - at a cost to the Village of $9 million ($3mm to the
developer and $6mm to pay off the loan on the land).
To be clear, we have no source for that $9 million.

I welcome your thoughts on these options.

BEAUTIFICATION
I am a firm believer in making the extra effort to beautify our
community, and one of the beautification efforts you will see is
the entrance to Oak Lawn at 95th and Harlem. We are doing an
extensive landscaping project there that will include new 
flowers, trees, and shrubs, the cost of which will come from the
significant savings we’ve realized over the past year. The point
is we can be financially responsible and at the same time
improve the aesthetics of our community. There are a few other
areas in the Village where I would like to see similar but smaller
improvements, and I’m hopeful that the board will agree.

SUMMER FUN
95th Street 4th of July Parade: Let's get as many children as we
can to be in the parade, which will feature the Clydesdale 
horses, war veterans, community groups, and much, much
more. Please come out to show your support and celebrate our
nation's birthday.

Sunday Summer Concerts: Enjoy a beautiful Sunday evening on
our Village Green listening to a variety of bands, while at the
same time letting your children play in the Village Green park.

Fall on the Green Festival: What better way to close out the 
summer than Oak Lawn’s fall festival?  Look for details inside this
edition of the newsletter, and we hope to see you and your 
family at the fest.

My sincere wishes that you and your families have a safe and
healthy summer.

MAYOR’SREPORT



Jane M. Quinlan,Village Clerk 

As I head into my second year as Village
Clerk, my days are filled with the wonder-
ful experience of helping our residents.

I am proud to announce the winner of our
contest to rename the Village Newsletter.
The Oak Lawn Outlook (formally Oak 
Lawn Clippings) was named by Aishling
McLaughlin, a St. Gerald student. Aishling 
was awarded a $100 Savings Bond by 
the Village.

The Primary Election last March was an eventful time up in the
Clerk’s Office. We had an outstanding turnout with almost 400
early and absentee voters. Thank you to all who took the time to
vote early.

Beautiful June days are here and I am preparing for our Farmer’s
Market. The Market  runs from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and begins on
Wednesday, June 28th and will continue every Wednesday
through October 11th  The location of the Market is in the north
parking lot of our own Village Hall.

This year we are featuring six farmers selling fresh fruits,
vegetables, bedding plants and  potted flowers. Three specialty
vendors will offer a variety of honey, spices and nuts. For our
bread lovers we will offer a taste of The Great American Bagel,
Great Harvest Breads and Labriola Breads. Dotsie the Clown and
her imaginative face painting, the popcorn wagon and our own
local Cub Scouts selling hot dogs and chips will be there too.
Each week of the Market, we will showcase a local sponsor from
our business community. Our new feature this year will be big
band music for all to enjoy. Oak Lawn is getting into the swing
of things. Please come out for a pleasurable and relaxing 
shopping experience.

Our Summer Concerts on the Village Green are scheduled for
the following Sundays from 7:00 to 10:00 pm: June 25th, July
16th and August 13th. On June 25th we will feature The Neverly
Brothers, a rock n’ roll evolution. On July 16th we are delighted
to have The Katie Sullivan Band, a showcase of energetic
folk/rock tunes. On August 13th your musical memories from
the 1930s through the 1970s will come to life with Jack Hogan
and the Skylarks Unlimited. Coolers are welcome, our Cub
Scouts will be selling hot dogs,Christensen’s Popcorn Wagon will 
feature their famous lemon shake-ups, and Millie’s will be selling
ice cream cones.

Our Fall On The Green Festival is scheduled for September 8th,
9th & 10th. This year’s entertainment offers a diverse mix of
bands from all over the Chicago area and our Arts and Crafts tent
will host as many as 75 different crafters. We will also have plen-
ty of games for teens and children and a Food Court  with a vari-
ety of ethnic and American foods. Our Beer Garden will feature
several domestic beers and wines, as well as a large selection of
imports and micro-brews, always a festival favorite. Hope to see
you for a memorable weekend.

QUINLAN’SQUOTES MANAGER’SCORNER

Ed Folliard, Acting Village Manager & Fire Chief

It has been a privilege to serve as the
Acting Village Manager. Our staff is 
committed to offering exceptional 
service to our residents with public safety
being a top priority.

I think Oak Lawn is a great place to live,
learn, work and play. Our Village staff is
here to help in any way we can, so please
do not hesitate to contact us.

I would like to let you know that our Fire Department - and
specifically Jim Casper, Steve McKenna, Mark Cesario and Dan
Rooney - were just awarded Christ Hospital’s “Call of the Year”
for performing a  a Needle Cricothyrotomy, which doctors from
the emergency room had never seen performed in the field.
This action revived a resident who was in respiratory and 
cardiac arrest.

I would also like to commend our Police Department 
and Acting Chief Bill Villanova for the excellent service and 
professionalism they have demonstrated since the resignation of
Chief Bob Smith, who we certainly miss and wish the very best.

Introducing HR Director Dan Omiecinski

Hello, my name is Dan Omiecinski,
Director of Human Resources for the
Village of Oak Lawn. These past several
days have been an exciting time in my
life. After 11 years of employment with
Argonne National Laboratory in
Lemont, I recently began working for
the Village  I have been a part of for 35+
years. I have many fond memories
growing up in St. Linus Parish with my
mom, dad, sisters and brothers. While a

student at Marist High School I was fortunate enough to
become an employee of Advocate Christ Medical Center,
which laid the foundation for my career in Human Resources.
After graduating from St. Xavier College (now St. Xavier
University) I met my wife Mary, and we eventually became
the proud parent’s of Danny and Christopher. With so many
communities to choose from, my wife and I didn’t have to
look far in finding a great community to raise our family; right
here in Oak Lawn. In closing, I’d like to thank Mayor
Heilmann, the Trustees and the rest of the Village
Administration for giving me the opportunity to be a part of
a great team.



AROUND THE 3RD DISTRICT

95TH STREET DEVELOPMENTS
The village has received the latest revisions for the
town center development. This most recent propos-
al has four buildings with a combined 130 condo-
minium units and 18,000 square feet of retail space.
The two condominium buildings would be six stories
tall. The people of Oak Lawn have continuously spo-

ken out against the high density, multi-family developments on 95th
Street. As your Trustee, I personally oppose this proposal due to the
height and density issues. I would like to hear what you think.
TRAFFIC STUDY
The Village of Oak Lawn has received a $50,000 grant to study the traffic
implications of the new town center development, including the five
story-parking garage. We are currently awaiting state approval for the
firm selected to conduct the study. The study is projected to take 4-6
months to complete. Hopefully, the recommendations will reduce traffic
in our neighborhood and provide greater safety for our residents.
PUBLIC WORKS
The Board of Trustees recently approved the hiring of Kabbes Engineering
to oversee the dredging and shoreline remediation of Oak Lawn Lake.
Dredging, which is long overdue had been post-poned in previous years
due to budgetary constraints. The stabilization of the shoreline at the

south end of the lake is essential to avoid further erosion and more cost-
ly repairs. Staff is attempting to expedite the process so that the project
can be completed this year if possible.
PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW
I would like to take this opportunity to give special thanks and recogni-
tion to Oak Lawn resident Harold Patzelt. Harold is a retired engineer who
has spent many years studying the waterways that affect Oak Lawn. He is
undoubtedly the most knowledgeable person anywhere regarding the
elevations, characteristics, and historic significance of these waterways.
He has worked tirelessly to determine who is responsible for maintenance
and researched ways to improve our watershed. His efforts, which have
been made entirely on a volunteer basis, provide untold benefits to our
community. People like Harold Patzelt make me proud and make Oak
Lawn a better place to live.Thanks Harold!
CONSTITUENT SERVICES
Over the years, I have met and talked with so many residents regarding
issues of concern to our neighborhood. I have found that our fellow resi-
dents often have creative and practical solutions to the problems con-
fronting our community. If you would like to meet with me to discuss
these or any other village issues, please call my office at 422-3600 or drop
me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov. As always, I am available to meet
with individuals or groups to address your concerns. Have a safe and
enjoyable summer!

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT

Greetings 2nd District residents!  As we head into the
summer months, two of my highest priorities are
improving problem traffic areas and getting the alleys
in our District paved. I have been working with the
Village Board and staff to research ways to slow traffic
down on some of our busier streets, especially Central
Ave. I have also worked with the residents and business
owners near the intersection of 92nd & Cicero and,

based upon some traffic studies done by our staff, we decided to remove
the barriers there and make it a through street.

On the unpaved alleys, I am in the process of finalizing the District 2 Street
and Alley Paving Project. As many of you know, there are currently many
unpaved alleys in District 2 (almost 30). Last year the Village was awarded
a $4 million grant for roadway improvements from Senator Dan Lipinski as
part of the Federal Highway Bill. As of this time we have filed the paper-
work to secure the money but we have not received word on when to
expect it. I was informed by our Public Works Director that it could come
anytime between 2005 and 2010. My hope is to have all of our alleys paved
within this time frame but without the Federal grant money we are limited
to one alley per year.

On other fronts, I am pleased to announce that the Village will host a free
Pepsi Major League Baseball Pitch, Hit and Run Competition for children
ages 7-14. This event is brought to you by the Village and the Oak Lawn
Police and Fire Associations,and it will take place on July 4th (after the 95th
Street Parade) at the Southwest Chicago Christian School, 101st and
Central. Children will be broken down into four groups (7-8, 9-10, 11-12,
and 13-14) and tested on baseball basics. Sign-in begins at 12:30 pm and
the event runs until 4:00 pm, and children will need their birth certificates.
Hope to see you there.

Finally, thank you to the many residents who have contacted me to share
their thoughts, concerns, and suggestions. Keeping these lines of commu-
nication open and active will no doubt lead to improved Village services
and faster response times. With that in mind, I recently started a District 2
E-mail Newsletter whereby I will send out periodic e-mail messages about
issues affecting our neighborhood.

If you use e-mail, or if someone in your home does, please send an e-mail
message to aolejniczak@oaklawn-il.gov with “Sign Me Up”in the subject
line and include your name,address,and phone number. Rest assured that
your e-mail address won’t be used for any purpose other than keeping you
informed about what is happening in our community.
Be Safe and Have a Great Summer!

AROUND THE 1ST DISTRICT
Congratulations to all our Graduates for all the won-
derful accomplishments this school year, great job
and good luck in High School and College.

Congratulations also to the Oak Lawn High
Foundation, thru their hard work and determination,
they have raised enough money to donate 6 - $1,500
scholarships to graduates of Oak Lawn High School
who are going on to College – Great Job.

Students are out for the summer; drivers please slow down and watch for
children crossings. This year we have already seen children hit by cars
crossing the street,as drivers we’re traveling way too fast, the speed limit in
Oak Lawn is 25 miles per hour.

Trustee is In – if you would to meet with me to discuss an important issue,
I have office hours the last Saturday of the month at the Johnston Center 
(94th and Oak Park) 9 a.m. till Noon – if your issue needs immediate assis-
tance please feel free to call my home at 599-7302.

Street resurfacing for this year is Austin Ave from 87th to 91st Street. This
work should be started in early fall and completed by end of October.

I realize we just started summer, but fall will be here before we know it.
Seniors in need of leaf raking should call my home at 599-7302, to be put
on the list for our fall project. Leafs are raked in late fall.

Neighborhood watch programs are a positive approach to keeping our
communities strong. It includes residents as well as your elected officials
working together to make sure our community stays clean and any prob-
lems are addressed quickly. Residents have expressed an interest in also
starting night patrols from 8 p.m. to midnight. These night watches keep
watch on any trouble spots that arise. If you would be interested in starting
such a project or interested in volunteering, please give me a call at my
home at 599-7302, so that you can be included in the process.

As always, if I can be of any service please feel free to contact me directly.
It is truly a pleasure being able to serve you.



AROUND THE 4TH DISTRICT

The 4th District is beginning to encounter more
of what a few other areas in Oak Lawn have
already experienced, namely housing “tear-
downs.” In summary, a teardown occurs when a
house is sold, completely demolished and then a
new and usually much larger house is construct-
ed at the same site.

This housing trend has been prevalent in the
northwest section of Oak Lawn during the past few years. Teardowns
are becoming more widespread throughout our area. While some-
times controversial, teardowns are a sign of health in a community

Unquestionably, some builder/developers are less than courteous to
the neighbors during construction. Sometimes it even appears that
a perfectly good house is removed. The fact remains that teardowns

are increasingly attracting and keeping young families in Oak Lawn.
The overall housing stock is enhanced and everyone’s property val-
ues are increased throughout this housing cycle.

As a village, we need to be vigilant that housing codes are enforced,
disturbances to neighbors minimized and that lot sizes remain
appropriate. The change is not always easy, but on balance, it’s a sign
that Oak Lawn is a very desirable place to live.

The 4th district Neighborhood Meetings continue. Announcements
are made on Cable TV (Channel 4) and through the local newspapers.
Guest speakers are invited to share information on issues of impor-
tance to the residents of our District.

Please feel free to contact me through the Village Voice Mail System.
My number is 708/346-7004.

Steve Rosenbaum

AROUND THE 5TH DISTRICT

When you are traveling through District 5,you will be
aware of a number of improvement projects.
They are:
Harker Water Station is  ablaze with activity as the
Village is installing piping modifications to improve
and expedite the flow of water to suburbs south of
Oak Lawn. After the piping is completed,streets,park-
ways and sidewalks will be restored. The estimated
date of completion is set for the middle of July. This

project has been financed by the communities that depend upon Oak
Lawn for their water.

Richards High School is constructing an addition on the north end of the
building. Dr. Kevin Burns has stated that six fully equipped Science Labs
will be completed by January 2007. This will bring Richard’s Science
Program to the next level and prepare students for future careers in the
field of Science. With enrollment steadily growing at Richards,this addition
will provide six additional classrooms for other subjects.

Street Resurfacing – Every summer, each district has a certain number of
streets that are resurfaced. Our engineering department has a list of
streets in need of repair or resurfacing which are rated by the most severe
needs. Unless we receive a state grant, it is the usual practice that one or
two streets in each district is repaired and repaved.

Sidewalks – Several sidewalks have been installed in the Oak
Meadows subdivision at the requests of residents.

111th Redevelopment   I am sure that you are aware of the many dis-
cussions of the property at 111th and Cicero. In order to encourage
redevelopment, the village investigated creating a special taxing dis-
trict called a TIF. The proposed TIF would include 25 acres now occu-
pied by a Kmart store and the former Dominick’s building as well as
neighboring properties. A public hearing was heard on May 23rd
and the vote on the TIF has been postponed until June 27th.

Citizen input is very important to the trustees who will vote on the
TIF. There is no doubt that the talk of redeveloping the area at 110th
and Cicero has ignited interest in improving the property.

Please know that I am available to meet with residents on the 2nd +
4th Monday of the month from 5:00 – 7:00 PM on the second floor of
the municipal building. You can also reach me by e-mail at
Joyangels@yahoo.com  or by phone at 708-346-7005.

Quote   “It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

Marjorie Joy

AROUND THE 6TH DISTRICT
Summer at last! As you clean your pools, dust off
your golf clubs, and make your vacation plans,
please don't forget to weigh in with your thoughts
on arguably the biggest issue facing our District
(and in fact the entire Village) in more than 30
years, the proposed complete redevelopment of
the northwest corner of 111th & Cicero. You'll read
about this extensively in this issue of the Oak Lawn

OUTLOOK, and included will be contact information to let us know
what you think.

Perhaps the 2nd most talked about issue in our District is Lawn Manor
Park. The work on the new playground equipment and baseball 
diamonds is nearing completion at the time of this writing, so a 
heartfelt thanks to the Oak Lawn Park District for keeping the jewel of
the 6th District in great shape.

In addition, many have asked about the construction taking place near
the school and whether it was related to the School District's talk of
selling the park to a developer (they own about half of it). The answer
is NO, as the Superintendent of the school district told HS District 218
officials that the land wasn't for sale when they looked into buying it.
The construction you see is related to expansion of the school.

Like most summers we are doing our best to address problem roads
and other infrastructure issues in our District, and I would encourage
you to contact me if you have a problem. I would also encourage you
to join the more than 1,000 people currently receiving the
“Neighborhood Updates” e-mails that I send out to keep people
informed about issues affecting our neighborhood.

Have a great summer, and don't forget the Summer Concerts and
Fall on the Green Festival!

Tom Phelan, 346-7006, tphelan@oaklawn-il.gov



Since becoming Mayor a little more than a year ago I have
heard from and spoken to hundreds (maybe thousands) of Oak
Lawn residents about a variety of issues affecting our Village. If
I had to rank the most common requests and/or complaints,
these surely would be at or near the top:

•  What are you doing to keep out taxes low?
•  Why do we have to drive to other towns to shop at nice stores 

and eat at nice restaurants?
•  What are you doing about 111th and Cicero?

In truth these aren't new questions or complaints, but ones
that have been around for years, and we believe that we have
at our fingertips a way to address all three issues at once: A
redevelopment of the 111th & Cicero site.

For years the citizens of Oak Lawn heard that "nothing could be
done" with the property at 111th & Cicero, for reasons that
included unwilling sellers, complicated subleases, and environ-
mental problems. Last year we decided it was time to chal-
lenge that notion, and some of us have been working continu-
ously since that time to resolve these issues.

We met and spoke with the owners of the key properties,
addressed the environmental problems, and presented the
basics of a full-scale, Open Air Center redevelopment plan. An
Open Air development features a diverse mix of quality retail-
ers and restaurants in a pedestrian friendly, aesthetically pleas-
ing, "Main Street" type environment.

After dealing with hour-long work commutes, why spend even
more valuable time driving to other cities and towns to do your
shopping?  Open Air developments are designed to provide
convenience, efficiency, social interaction, variety, value, and
most importantly, a sense of community. Not to mention
employing, on average, 500+ people.

As a result of our meetings and conversations, the key owners
at the site are now willing to sell, some even expressing a desire
"not to stand in the way of development."  However, over the
past couple of weeks the Kmart store located on the site has
passed out flyers asking their customers to voice disapproval of
the redevelopment, and in doing so they are passing on inac-
curate information.

More troubling, Kmart doesn't even own the property. They
operate on a series of 5-year leases. The painful reality is that
Kmart stores nationwide continue to see declines in same-
store-sales, a key indicator of a retailer's health, and we can't
allow a store that rents their property and has an unstable
future dictate how we can develop our largest commercial
property. Not when they can just pick up and leave if things
aren't working out, leaving Oak Lawn with yet another empty
store.

To be 100% clear, because the flyer that Kmart circulated was-
n't, we want the Flapjacks restaurant and the Harley Davidson
store to be part of the new development, as we believe both fit
nicely into the mix and the demographics, and we believe that
both businesses will benefit greatly from the redevelopment.

The Kmart and vacant Dominick's stores are a different story,
however. In addition to being unsightly and half-vacant for
years, this part of the site is doing less than $100 in sales per
square foot. Compare this to the $300 - $450 per s.f. at stores in
Open Air type developments, and we're talking about the
Village losing out on $2 million plus in potential additional
sales taxes. Annually. Not to mention the 4-fold projected
increase in the assessed value of the entire property over the
course of the project (from $13 million to $56 million). And to
those who lament the possible closing of Kmart, let's not forget
that there is another Kmart store in Oak Lawn (95th & Pulaski),
and 3 others within 10 minutes of most of Oak Lawn (79th &
Harlem, 71st & Pulaski, and 132nd & Cicero).

I would also like to address the issue of the Village using a TIF
to help finance the 111th redevelopment. Tax Increment
Financing is a powerful economic tool that enables municipal-
ities to redevelop problem areas and attract new businesses. I
have heard references that I must oppose the use of a TIF for
111th because I opposed the use of TIF financing (in Oak Lawn)
on 87th and 95th. This is only half-right, and in my opinion a
misguided perspective.

I did oppose using TIFs on 87th & 95th, and our new board
eliminated the 87th TIF almost immediately after entering
office. Shortly afterwards a developer offered to pay $900,000
for the property, the very same developer the Village was
going to give the property to - for free - as an incentive. On the
95th TIF, in the summer of 2004 I wrote the only written objec-
tion to this TIF as I did not believe we needed to give incen-
tives to a developer to build condos in the center of our busi-
ness district, especially when we didn't test the market for the
development. Further, at the public debate prior to the elec-
tion I made it clear that the TIF on 95th was wrong, and added
that if we’re going to look anywhere to use a TIF, it should be
at 111th and Cicero.

And the reason for that is that the situation at 111th & Cicero
differs dramatically from 95th. First and foremost, we're try-
ing to bring higher-end stores and restaurants to an area
badly in need of redevelopment, which is something the citi-
zens of Oak Lawn have wanted for years. Secondly, we have
tested the market extensively for almost a year by contacting
hundreds of developers from across the country, and we
recently sent Requests for Proposals ("RFPs") to more than
200 of them. Finally, the financial impact of the development
could mean millions more in revenues each year to the
Village and local taxing bodies (schools, park district, etc.)
that, it should be noted, did not oppose using a TIF on 111th.

The simple fact is that municipalities lobby businesses to
locate in their towns all the time, and the competitive nature
of this lobbying often times requires that incentives be used.
If you blindly believe that using TIFs is wrong, regardless of
the circumstances, you severely handicap your ability to
attract new development and grow and improve your com-
munity. And you will be left with unsightly and underutilized
properties badly in need of redevelopment, just like we have
at 111th & Cicero.

A message from the Mayor on the Prop



osed 111th and Cicero Development!
I believe the choice before our citizens is pretty clear:
• Do you prefer higher-end stores and restaurants, built around a scenic walk-path, a family oriented park, a 

beautiful wetlands, and a wildlife preserve?  All of which would be a wonderful addition to our landscape, a 
financial boon for our residents, and a tremendous step forward not only for Oak Lawn, but for the entire region?

•  Or do you prefer we stay the current course and hope that development will somehow just happen?  Like we have    
been  doing for 30 years?

Before you decide, I would like you to do one last thing. Several people who contacted us about the 111th & Cicero
development asked questions about Open Air Centers and the types of stores being considered. Being a strong 
believer in  "A picture is worth a 1,000 words" I submit to you the following:

…instead of this?

Please tell us how you feel (499-7740) or come to the July 11 meeting, and also please sign up for our free bi-monthly 
newsletter "A Community United" to get updates. Contact mgorman@villageofoaklawn-il.gov.

Would you like to see something like this…

Maybe this... …instead of this?

Or maybe even this... …instead of this?



Town Center Proposals - 95th and Cook

Original Proposal

Modified Proposal

MODIFIED PROPOSAL

Number of condos: 130 
Stories: Two 6 story buildings
Height: 56 feet 
Retail space: 18,000 square feet

Cost to Village under $1.2 million if 60 fewer units
former agreement: built (60 x $20,000)  

Cost to Village under 
negotiated agreement: $0 (plus waiver of permit fees)

Savings negotiated: $1 million

ORIGINAL PROPOSAL 

Number of condos:190 
Stories: Two 7-8 story buildings
Height: 85 feet 
Retail space: 10,000 square feet
Agreement: Village must pay developer 

$20,000/unit for every 
condo fewer than 190 built



2006 SUMMER CONCERT SCHEDULE

SENIOR HAPPENINGS
The Oak Lawn Senior Center is located in the heart of
town. The many recreational activities include Bridge,
Canasta, Movies, Pinochle, Rummikub, Line Dancing and
day trips. Also available are Blood Pressure Screenings by
the “Oak Lawn Paramedics and exercise programs.

Monthly there are additional programs added, which
include educational speakers, entertainment, State and
Federal programs

It is also a resource center for the many needs of our eld-
erly. The Center is open Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and located at 5330 West 95th Street.

UPCOMING SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
July 17th at 10:00 a.m. – Personal Chef Cathy Barbeauld
Sinkeus will demonstrate how easy it is to eat healthy by
learning the basics of good nutrition and how to incor-
porate them into our lives through cooking techniques
and recipes.

August 21st at 10:00 a.m. – Entertainer John Boda,
singer/guitarist and recording artist. He is experienced in
recreational therapy and uses music to bring a sense of
well being to his audience.

August 31st from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. – The
Secretary of State’s Mobile Driver Services will be avail-
able. They will be here to provide State I.D., Driver
License and Vehicle Stickers for seniors. Please call 499-
0240 to register for this program.

September 18th at 10:00 a.m. – The Fire Prevention
Bureau of the Oak Lawn Fire Department will be at the
center to offer safety tips and preventive measures to
secure your home.

September 20th from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. – The
Regional Transportation Authority will be conducting
registration for seniors interested in the RTA Reduced
Fare Program. This registration will be conducted at no
cost and will entitle the senior to ride any public transit
system for half price. If interested, please call the Center
to register.

For further details or assistance you may call 499-0240
or drop by to pick up a schedule of events and activities
and monthly movie schedule.

Date Start Time End Time Location Band

Sunday, 6/25/06 7:00 PM 10:00 PM Village Green Neverly Brothers

Sunday, 7/16/06 7:00 PM 10:00 PM Village Green Katie Sullivan Band

Sunday, 8/13/06 7:00 PM 10:00 PM Village Green Skylarks

2006 FALL ON THE GREEN FESTIVAL (September 8 - 9 - 10)

Date Start Time End Time Location Band

Friday, 9/8/06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Beer Tent Sharky Doyles

Friday, 9/8/06 7:30 PM 10:00 PM Main Stage Maggie Speaks

Friday, 9/8/06 10:00 PM Midnight Beer Tent Voices

Saturday, 9/9/06 1:00 PM 1:30 PM Main Stage OLHS Marching Band

Saturday, 9/9/06 1:30 PM 3:00 PM Beer Tent Digs & Fitz

Saturday, 9/9/06 3:30 PM 5:00 PM Beer Tent Chancey Brothers

Saturday, 9/9/06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Beer Tent Eric Howell & Implants

Saturday, 9/9/06 7:30 PM 10:00 PM Main Stage Sixteen Candles

Saturday, 9/9/06 10:00 PM Midnight Beer Tent The Saints

Sunday, 9/10/06 1:00 PM 1:30 PM Main Stage Weber Irish Dancers

Sunday, 9/10/06 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Beer Tent Southside Hitmen

Sunday, 9/10/06 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Main Stage Teddy Lee Combo

Sunday, 9/10/06 6:00 PM 8:00 PM Beer Tent Crawpuppies



BUFFET CITY
Chinese, American, Mexican, Japanese Cuisines

8708 South Cicero Avenue, Oak Lawn

708 229-9988  •  fax 708 229-9998

BUFFET CITY
20% Off – Adults only

(Not valid on Saturdays, Sundays &
Holidays or with any other offers)

Expires 7/31/06

BUFFET CITY
20% Off – Adults only

(Not valid on Saturdays, Sundays &
Holidays or with any other offers)

Expires 7/31/06

Business Development Report

Longhorn Steakhouse - 95th & Pulaski Road

From way out west to the Village of Oak Lawn comes

Longhorn Steakhouse. The Great American tradition of

quality steaks and authentic hospitality will be opening

in the near future.

Longhorn Steakhouse has been grilling steaks for 

25 years. They use only the finest quality beef, chicken,

pork and seafood and grill each item to order. Customers

have come to depend on Longhorn’s freshness, from

thick and juicy burgers to a wide variety of salads pre-

pared daily. Longhorn Steakhouse has delicious choices

that will fit every appetite for the residents of Oak Lawn.

Sushi Thaime - 4959 West 95th Street

This neighborhood Japanese restaurant’s warmth and

friendliness invite repeat visits. Japanese, Thai, Chinese

and Sushi are just a variety of topnotch dishes being

offered on the menu. To experience real Japanese 

culture, make reservations to sit in the “Ta Ta Mi”room. For

thirst quenchers, there is a full sit-down bar churning out

dozens of umbrella-laden drinks or just settle in for some

hot Chinese herb tea.

Sushi Thaime offers carry-outs, deliveries and catering

services. Reservations are accepted and credit cards are

welcomed. Hours of operation: Sunday - Thursday 11:30

a.m. - 10:00 p.m., Friday 11:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m., and

Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Phone 708-425-8228

Al’s Beef  - 5128 West 95th

You can now take a bite into Chicago’s #1 Italian Beef

Sandwich in downtown Oak Lawn. From Chicago’s

famous “Little Italy” on Taylor Street to 5128 West 95th

Street in Oak Lawn, Al’s Beef will be opening soon.

Long John Silver’s / A & W – 8712 South Cicero

Wondering where to get some of the world’s best 

popcorn shrimp? It’s right here in your hometown.

Long John Silver’s is the worlds most popular quick-serve

seafood chain, specializing in batter-dipped fish, chicken,

shrimp and hush puppies. If your tastebuds have some-

thing else in mind, then sink your teeth into 

A & W’s pure beef hamburgers and “knock” it down with

a frosty mug of A & W’s root beer. Currently under 

construction, this brand new facility should be 

completed by Fall of 2006.

Did you know that in 1922 the two partners, Roy Allen

and Frank Wright combined their initials “A” is for Allen

and ”W“ is for Wright and formally named the beverage

“A & W Root Beer.”

SPORTS BAR                       15% Senior Citizen Discount



Please Support Our Local Advertisers

4300 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

708-499-1000
FAX: 708-499-5328

www.kellynissan.com

OAK LAWN
10745 S. Cicero Ave.
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Fine Dining

Banquets

Corporate Events

Memorial Luncheons

Catering

Take-out

Fast Delivery

Mon., Wed., Thurs. from 11 am
to 11 pm, Fri. and Sat. from 11
am to midnight.
Sun. from 1 pm to 10 pm.
Closed Tuesdays

4849 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

708.425.6262
708.425.6888 fax



Buy Oak Lawn-Help keep your real estate taxes under control and your Village services intact.

MIKE HAGGERTY
BUICK•PONTIAC•GMC

9301 Cicero Ave.
708-423-5000
haggertypontiac.com

MIKE HAGGERTY VW
8920 South Cicero Ave.
708-425-8989
mikehaggertyvw.com

HAWKINSON FORD
6100 West 95th St.
800-NEXT-FORD
hawkford.com

KELLY NISSAN
4300 West 95th St.
708-499-1000
kellynissan.com

OAK LAWN MAZDA
6750 West 95th St.
708-233-7700
oaklawnmazda.com

when you shop these

OAK LAWN DEALERS
Keep Real Estate Taxes LowKeep Real Estate Taxes Low

773-OAK-LAWN

Village of Oak Lawn
9446 S. Raymond Avenue
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

Emergency 9-1-1
Police Department 422-8292
Fire Department 499-7700
Public Works 499-7758
Engineering 499-7816
Building 499-7801
Health & Sanitation 499-7804/7820
Administrative Services 499-7760
Senior Citizens 499-0240
Family Services 423-3361
Clerks Office 499-7738
Managers Office 499-7743
Main Switchboard 636-4400
Emergency Communication 
Department  499-7721

Visit our new website
www.oaklawn-il.gov.com
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Design alternatives for the 
Town Center (95th -96th and Cook)

are on display at Village Hall.
Come by any time, take a look 

and give us your input.

DOG LICENSES
Dog licenses are available at the Cashier's Counter

for $5.00. All owners are required to license t

heir dog(s) annually. Proof of vaccination is 

mandatory when purchasing licenses.

Postal Patron 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
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A publication for the
Village of Oak Lawn

Oak Lawn residents, 
would you like to see something like this...

...instead of this...

...at 111th and Cicero?

If so, please read more about this exciting possibility inside.

Mayor’s Report

Quinlan’s Quotes

Manager’s Corner

Trustee Updates

111th Street
Development

Town Center
Development

Senior Happenings

Summer Concert
Schedule

Fall On The Green
Schedule

Business 
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Summer is finally here and there's
much to share with you.

FINANCE AND TAXES
I am proud to say that even though our
pension and health care liabilities
increased by hundreds of thousands of
dollars last year, we passed the 2006
budget without a tax increase. The 
reason for this is that we made a 
significant number of budget-related
changes and eliminated significant

waste, to the tune of almost $2 million. Annually.

But cutting wasteful spending is only half the battle in keeping
your taxes low. The other half, and arguably the more 
important half, is attracting new and successful businesses to
the Village to increase our revenues. This is exactly what we 
are trying to do with the 111th & Cicero development that you
will read about later in this newsletter.

COMMUNICATION
A Community United, our Village e-mail newsletter, is now sent
out to more than 1000 Oak Lawn homes. The purpose of the
newsletter is to keep our residents informed about what is
going on in the Village, and included are business specials,
important dates, health tips, and a Q&A section to answer 
residents’ questions. To sign up for our e-mail newsletter send
an e-mail to Meg Gorman at: mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov
Note: Hard copies are available at the train station, the library,
and at Village Hall.

DEVELOPMENT
111th and Cicero: We have devoted a separate section of this
newsletter to this proposed development. But to put it simply,
we have vacant and underperforming stores on the largest
piece of commercial property in Oak Lawn, a parcel of land that
hasn’t lived up to its potential since the original structures were
built 30-40 years ago.

We need to do everything possible to bring higher-end 
shopping and restaurants to Oak Lawn. We shouldn't have to
drive to other towns and give them our hard-earned money.
We should keep it here, in our community, because in doing so
we keep our taxes low.

It is our responsibility, as your elected officials, to take the initia-
tive and prevent our properties from becoming vacant and
blighted. We can’t sit back and hope that something will 
happen, not when nearly every community surrounding us is
aggressively pursuing these retailers and restaurants.

We need to raise the bar and set our standards high, because
that’s what our citizens deserve, and our Board is doing 
everything possible to make sure that happens.

Town Center: By now most are hopefully aware that we are
nearing the deadline to make a decision on the Town Center
development. The original proposal called for two 85-foot high
buildings with 190 condo units and 10,000 square feet of retail.

The agreement with the developer stated that if fewer than 190
condo units were built, the Village would have to pay the devel-
oper $20,000 for each unit under 190. I did not believe that this

was a good agreement for our citizens, and we have been work-
ing with the developer since last year’s election to come up with
a better agreement. The aim of our renegotiation was threefold:

1. Reduce building height (from 85 feet) and number of condos 
(from 190)

2. Reduce or eliminate the $20,000 per unit penalty
3. Increase retail square footage (from 10,000 s.f.)

After a year of negotiations, we now have a proposal for 56 foot
high buildings,130 condos,and 18,000 square feet of retail space.
The reduction in condos from 190 to 130 units obligated the
Village to come up with $1.2 million ($20,000 x the 60 fewer
units), but I’m happy to report that we just recently negotiated
this away in exchange for about $200,000 in permit and fee
waivers. In other words, a net savings of $1 million tax payer 
dollars.

As another alternative, I did ask what the cost would be if we
reduced the height by another floor, which would bring it down
to just over 100 condos. If we did this we would have to 
reimburse the developer $1 million due to certain fixed costs of
the project.This presents a very difficult situation.While the pref-
erence is for shorter structures, if the reduction costs 
taxpayers $1 million plus the shortfalls on the bond payments to
cover the debt used to purchase the land, we face tax increases. I
oppose any option which would force us to raise property taxes.

As it sits today, the options before us are to approve the original
plan, accept the revised plan (detailed above),pay $1 million for
an even shorter building, or buy out the developer and not do
any of this - at a cost to the Village of $9 million ($3mm to the
developer and $6mm to pay off the loan on the land).
To be clear, we have no source for that $9 million.

I welcome your thoughts on these options.

BEAUTIFICATION
I am a firm believer in making the extra effort to beautify our
community, and one of the beautification efforts you will see is
the entrance to Oak Lawn at 95th and Harlem. We are doing an
extensive landscaping project there that will include new 
flowers, trees, and shrubs, the cost of which will come from the
significant savings we’ve realized over the past year. The point
is we can be financially responsible and at the same time
improve the aesthetics of our community. There are a few other
areas in the Village where I would like to see similar but smaller
improvements, and I’m hopeful that the board will agree.

SUMMER FUN
95th Street 4th of July Parade: Let's get as many children as we
can to be in the parade, which will feature the Clydesdale 
horses, war veterans, community groups, and much, much
more. Please come out to show your support and celebrate our
nation's birthday.

Sunday Summer Concerts: Enjoy a beautiful Sunday evening on
our Village Green listening to a variety of bands, while at the
same time letting your children play in the Village Green park.

Fall on the Green Festival: What better way to close out the 
summer than Oak Lawn’s fall festival?  Look for details inside this
edition of the newsletter, and we hope to see you and your 
family at the fest.

My sincere wishes that you and your families have a safe and
healthy summer.

MAYOR’SREPORT



Jane M. Quinlan,Village Clerk 

As I head into my second year as Village
Clerk, my days are filled with the wonder-
ful experience of helping our residents.

I am proud to announce the winner of our
contest to rename the Village Newsletter.
The Oak Lawn Outlook (formally Oak 
Lawn Clippings) was named by Aishling
McLaughlin, a St. Gerald student. Aishling 
was awarded a $100 Savings Bond by 
the Village.

The Primary Election last March was an eventful time up in the
Clerk’s Office. We had an outstanding turnout with almost 400
early and absentee voters. Thank you to all who took the time to
vote early.

Beautiful June days are here and I am preparing for our Farmer’s
Market. The Market  runs from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and begins on
Wednesday, June 28th and will continue every Wednesday
through October 11th  The location of the Market is in the north
parking lot of our own Village Hall.

This year we are featuring six farmers selling fresh fruits,
vegetables, bedding plants and  potted flowers. Three specialty
vendors will offer a variety of honey, spices and nuts. For our
bread lovers we will offer a taste of The Great American Bagel,
Great Harvest Breads and Labriola Breads. Dotsie the Clown and
her imaginative face painting, the popcorn wagon and our own
local Cub Scouts selling hot dogs and chips will be there too.
Each week of the Market, we will showcase a local sponsor from
our business community. Our new feature this year will be big
band music for all to enjoy. Oak Lawn is getting into the swing
of things. Please come out for a pleasurable and relaxing 
shopping experience.

Our Summer Concerts on the Village Green are scheduled for
the following Sundays from 7:00 to 10:00 pm: June 25th, July
16th and August 13th. On June 25th we will feature The Neverly
Brothers, a rock n’ roll evolution. On July 16th we are delighted
to have The Katie Sullivan Band, a showcase of energetic
folk/rock tunes. On August 13th your musical memories from
the 1930s through the 1970s will come to life with Jack Hogan
and the Skylarks Unlimited. Coolers are welcome, our Cub
Scouts will be selling hot dogs,Christensen’s Popcorn Wagon will 
feature their famous lemon shake-ups, and Millie’s will be selling
ice cream cones.

Our Fall On The Green Festival is scheduled for September 8th,
9th & 10th. This year’s entertainment offers a diverse mix of
bands from all over the Chicago area and our Arts and Crafts tent
will host as many as 75 different crafters. We will also have plen-
ty of games for teens and children and a Food Court  with a vari-
ety of ethnic and American foods. Our Beer Garden will feature
several domestic beers and wines, as well as a large selection of
imports and micro-brews, always a festival favorite. Hope to see
you for a memorable weekend.

QUINLAN’SQUOTES MANAGER’SCORNER

Ed Folliard, Acting Village Manager & Fire Chief

It has been a privilege to serve as the
Acting Village Manager. Our staff is 
committed to offering exceptional 
service to our residents with public safety
being a top priority.

I think Oak Lawn is a great place to live,
learn, work and play. Our Village staff is
here to help in any way we can, so please
do not hesitate to contact us.

I would like to let you know that our Fire Department - and
specifically Jim Casper, Steve McKenna, Mark Cesario and Dan
Rooney - were just awarded Christ Hospital’s “Call of the Year”
for performing a  a Needle Cricothyrotomy, which doctors from
the emergency room had never seen performed in the field.
This action revived a resident who was in respiratory and 
cardiac arrest.

I would also like to commend our Police Department 
and Acting Chief Bill Villanova for the excellent service and 
professionalism they have demonstrated since the resignation of
Chief Bob Smith, who we certainly miss and wish the very best.

Introducing HR Director Dan Omiecinski

Hello, my name is Dan Omiecinski,
Director of Human Resources for the
Village of Oak Lawn. These past several
days have been an exciting time in my
life. After 11 years of employment with
Argonne National Laboratory in
Lemont, I recently began working for
the Village  I have been a part of for 35+
years. I have many fond memories
growing up in St. Linus Parish with my
mom, dad, sisters and brothers. While a

student at Marist High School I was fortunate enough to
become an employee of Advocate Christ Medical Center,
which laid the foundation for my career in Human Resources.
After graduating from St. Xavier College (now St. Xavier
University) I met my wife Mary, and we eventually became
the proud parent’s of Danny and Christopher. With so many
communities to choose from, my wife and I didn’t have to
look far in finding a great community to raise our family; right
here in Oak Lawn. In closing, I’d like to thank Mayor
Heilmann, the Trustees and the rest of the Village
Administration for giving me the opportunity to be a part of
a great team.



AROUND THE 3RD DISTRICT

95TH STREET DEVELOPMENTS
The village has received the latest revisions for the
town center development. This most recent propos-
al has four buildings with a combined 130 condo-
minium units and 18,000 square feet of retail space.
The two condominium buildings would be six stories
tall. The people of Oak Lawn have continuously spo-

ken out against the high density, multi-family developments on 95th
Street. As your Trustee, I personally oppose this proposal due to the
height and density issues. I would like to hear what you think.
TRAFFIC STUDY
The Village of Oak Lawn has received a $50,000 grant to study the traffic
implications of the new town center development, including the five
story-parking garage. We are currently awaiting state approval for the
firm selected to conduct the study. The study is projected to take 4-6
months to complete. Hopefully, the recommendations will reduce traffic
in our neighborhood and provide greater safety for our residents.
PUBLIC WORKS
The Board of Trustees recently approved the hiring of Kabbes Engineering
to oversee the dredging and shoreline remediation of Oak Lawn Lake.
Dredging, which is long overdue had been post-poned in previous years
due to budgetary constraints. The stabilization of the shoreline at the

south end of the lake is essential to avoid further erosion and more cost-
ly repairs. Staff is attempting to expedite the process so that the project
can be completed this year if possible.
PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW
I would like to take this opportunity to give special thanks and recogni-
tion to Oak Lawn resident Harold Patzelt. Harold is a retired engineer who
has spent many years studying the waterways that affect Oak Lawn. He is
undoubtedly the most knowledgeable person anywhere regarding the
elevations, characteristics, and historic significance of these waterways.
He has worked tirelessly to determine who is responsible for maintenance
and researched ways to improve our watershed. His efforts, which have
been made entirely on a volunteer basis, provide untold benefits to our
community. People like Harold Patzelt make me proud and make Oak
Lawn a better place to live.Thanks Harold!
CONSTITUENT SERVICES
Over the years, I have met and talked with so many residents regarding
issues of concern to our neighborhood. I have found that our fellow resi-
dents often have creative and practical solutions to the problems con-
fronting our community. If you would like to meet with me to discuss
these or any other village issues, please call my office at 422-3600 or drop
me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov. As always, I am available to meet
with individuals or groups to address your concerns. Have a safe and
enjoyable summer!

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT

Greetings 2nd District residents!  As we head into the
summer months, two of my highest priorities are
improving problem traffic areas and getting the alleys
in our District paved. I have been working with the
Village Board and staff to research ways to slow traffic
down on some of our busier streets, especially Central
Ave. I have also worked with the residents and business
owners near the intersection of 92nd & Cicero and,

based upon some traffic studies done by our staff, we decided to remove
the barriers there and make it a through street.

On the unpaved alleys, I am in the process of finalizing the District 2 Street
and Alley Paving Project. As many of you know, there are currently many
unpaved alleys in District 2 (almost 30). Last year the Village was awarded
a $4 million grant for roadway improvements from Senator Dan Lipinski as
part of the Federal Highway Bill. As of this time we have filed the paper-
work to secure the money but we have not received word on when to
expect it. I was informed by our Public Works Director that it could come
anytime between 2005 and 2010. My hope is to have all of our alleys paved
within this time frame but without the Federal grant money we are limited
to one alley per year.

On other fronts, I am pleased to announce that the Village will host a free
Pepsi Major League Baseball Pitch, Hit and Run Competition for children
ages 7-14. This event is brought to you by the Village and the Oak Lawn
Police and Fire Associations,and it will take place on July 4th (after the 95th
Street Parade) at the Southwest Chicago Christian School, 101st and
Central. Children will be broken down into four groups (7-8, 9-10, 11-12,
and 13-14) and tested on baseball basics. Sign-in begins at 12:30 pm and
the event runs until 4:00 pm, and children will need their birth certificates.
Hope to see you there.

Finally, thank you to the many residents who have contacted me to share
their thoughts, concerns, and suggestions. Keeping these lines of commu-
nication open and active will no doubt lead to improved Village services
and faster response times. With that in mind, I recently started a District 2
E-mail Newsletter whereby I will send out periodic e-mail messages about
issues affecting our neighborhood.

If you use e-mail, or if someone in your home does, please send an e-mail
message to aolejniczak@oaklawn-il.gov with “Sign Me Up”in the subject
line and include your name,address,and phone number. Rest assured that
your e-mail address won’t be used for any purpose other than keeping you
informed about what is happening in our community.
Be Safe and Have a Great Summer!

AROUND THE 1ST DISTRICT
Congratulations to all our Graduates for all the won-
derful accomplishments this school year, great job
and good luck in High School and College.

Congratulations also to the Oak Lawn High
Foundation, thru their hard work and determination,
they have raised enough money to donate 6 - $1,500
scholarships to graduates of Oak Lawn High School
who are going on to College – Great Job.

Students are out for the summer; drivers please slow down and watch for
children crossings. This year we have already seen children hit by cars
crossing the street,as drivers we’re traveling way too fast, the speed limit in
Oak Lawn is 25 miles per hour.

Trustee is In – if you would to meet with me to discuss an important issue,
I have office hours the last Saturday of the month at the Johnston Center 
(94th and Oak Park) 9 a.m. till Noon – if your issue needs immediate assis-
tance please feel free to call my home at 599-7302.

Street resurfacing for this year is Austin Ave from 87th to 91st Street. This
work should be started in early fall and completed by end of October.

I realize we just started summer, but fall will be here before we know it.
Seniors in need of leaf raking should call my home at 599-7302, to be put
on the list for our fall project. Leafs are raked in late fall.

Neighborhood watch programs are a positive approach to keeping our
communities strong. It includes residents as well as your elected officials
working together to make sure our community stays clean and any prob-
lems are addressed quickly. Residents have expressed an interest in also
starting night patrols from 8 p.m. to midnight. These night watches keep
watch on any trouble spots that arise. If you would be interested in starting
such a project or interested in volunteering, please give me a call at my
home at 599-7302, so that you can be included in the process.

As always, if I can be of any service please feel free to contact me directly.
It is truly a pleasure being able to serve you.



AROUND THE 4TH DISTRICT

The 4th District is beginning to encounter more
of what a few other areas in Oak Lawn have
already experienced, namely housing “tear-
downs.” In summary, a teardown occurs when a
house is sold, completely demolished and then a
new and usually much larger house is construct-
ed at the same site.

This housing trend has been prevalent in the
northwest section of Oak Lawn during the past few years. Teardowns
are becoming more widespread throughout our area. While some-
times controversial, teardowns are a sign of health in a community

Unquestionably, some builder/developers are less than courteous to
the neighbors during construction. Sometimes it even appears that
a perfectly good house is removed. The fact remains that teardowns

are increasingly attracting and keeping young families in Oak Lawn.
The overall housing stock is enhanced and everyone’s property val-
ues are increased throughout this housing cycle.

As a village, we need to be vigilant that housing codes are enforced,
disturbances to neighbors minimized and that lot sizes remain
appropriate. The change is not always easy, but on balance, it’s a sign
that Oak Lawn is a very desirable place to live.

The 4th district Neighborhood Meetings continue. Announcements
are made on Cable TV (Channel 4) and through the local newspapers.
Guest speakers are invited to share information on issues of impor-
tance to the residents of our District.

Please feel free to contact me through the Village Voice Mail System.
My number is 708/346-7004.

Steve Rosenbaum

AROUND THE 5TH DISTRICT

When you are traveling through District 5,you will be
aware of a number of improvement projects.
They are:
Harker Water Station is  ablaze with activity as the
Village is installing piping modifications to improve
and expedite the flow of water to suburbs south of
Oak Lawn. After the piping is completed,streets,park-
ways and sidewalks will be restored. The estimated
date of completion is set for the middle of July. This

project has been financed by the communities that depend upon Oak
Lawn for their water.

Richards High School is constructing an addition on the north end of the
building. Dr. Kevin Burns has stated that six fully equipped Science Labs
will be completed by January 2007. This will bring Richard’s Science
Program to the next level and prepare students for future careers in the
field of Science. With enrollment steadily growing at Richards,this addition
will provide six additional classrooms for other subjects.

Street Resurfacing – Every summer, each district has a certain number of
streets that are resurfaced. Our engineering department has a list of
streets in need of repair or resurfacing which are rated by the most severe
needs. Unless we receive a state grant, it is the usual practice that one or
two streets in each district is repaired and repaved.

Sidewalks – Several sidewalks have been installed in the Oak
Meadows subdivision at the requests of residents.

111th Redevelopment   I am sure that you are aware of the many dis-
cussions of the property at 111th and Cicero. In order to encourage
redevelopment, the village investigated creating a special taxing dis-
trict called a TIF. The proposed TIF would include 25 acres now occu-
pied by a Kmart store and the former Dominick’s building as well as
neighboring properties. A public hearing was heard on May 23rd
and the vote on the TIF has been postponed until June 27th.

Citizen input is very important to the trustees who will vote on the
TIF. There is no doubt that the talk of redeveloping the area at 110th
and Cicero has ignited interest in improving the property.

Please know that I am available to meet with residents on the 2nd +
4th Monday of the month from 5:00 – 7:00 PM on the second floor of
the municipal building. You can also reach me by e-mail at
Joyangels@yahoo.com  or by phone at 708-346-7005.

Quote   “It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

Marjorie Joy

AROUND THE 6TH DISTRICT
Summer at last! As you clean your pools, dust off
your golf clubs, and make your vacation plans,
please don't forget to weigh in with your thoughts
on arguably the biggest issue facing our District
(and in fact the entire Village) in more than 30
years, the proposed complete redevelopment of
the northwest corner of 111th & Cicero. You'll read
about this extensively in this issue of the Oak Lawn

OUTLOOK, and included will be contact information to let us know
what you think.

Perhaps the 2nd most talked about issue in our District is Lawn Manor
Park. The work on the new playground equipment and baseball 
diamonds is nearing completion at the time of this writing, so a 
heartfelt thanks to the Oak Lawn Park District for keeping the jewel of
the 6th District in great shape.

In addition, many have asked about the construction taking place near
the school and whether it was related to the School District's talk of
selling the park to a developer (they own about half of it). The answer
is NO, as the Superintendent of the school district told HS District 218
officials that the land wasn't for sale when they looked into buying it.
The construction you see is related to expansion of the school.

Like most summers we are doing our best to address problem roads
and other infrastructure issues in our District, and I would encourage
you to contact me if you have a problem. I would also encourage you
to join the more than 1,000 people currently receiving the
“Neighborhood Updates” e-mails that I send out to keep people
informed about issues affecting our neighborhood.

Have a great summer, and don't forget the Summer Concerts and
Fall on the Green Festival!

Tom Phelan, 346-7006, tphelan@oaklawn-il.gov



Since becoming Mayor a little more than a year ago I have
heard from and spoken to hundreds (maybe thousands) of Oak
Lawn residents about a variety of issues affecting our Village. If
I had to rank the most common requests and/or complaints,
these surely would be at or near the top:

•  What are you doing to keep out taxes low?
•  Why do we have to drive to other towns to shop at nice stores 

and eat at nice restaurants?
•  What are you doing about 111th and Cicero?

In truth these aren't new questions or complaints, but ones
that have been around for years, and we believe that we have
at our fingertips a way to address all three issues at once: A
redevelopment of the 111th & Cicero site.

For years the citizens of Oak Lawn heard that "nothing could be
done" with the property at 111th & Cicero, for reasons that
included unwilling sellers, complicated subleases, and environ-
mental problems. Last year we decided it was time to chal-
lenge that notion, and some of us have been working continu-
ously since that time to resolve these issues.

We met and spoke with the owners of the key properties,
addressed the environmental problems, and presented the
basics of a full-scale, Open Air Center redevelopment plan. An
Open Air development features a diverse mix of quality retail-
ers and restaurants in a pedestrian friendly, aesthetically pleas-
ing, "Main Street" type environment.

After dealing with hour-long work commutes, why spend even
more valuable time driving to other cities and towns to do your
shopping?  Open Air developments are designed to provide
convenience, efficiency, social interaction, variety, value, and
most importantly, a sense of community. Not to mention
employing, on average, 500+ people.

As a result of our meetings and conversations, the key owners
at the site are now willing to sell, some even expressing a desire
"not to stand in the way of development."  However, over the
past couple of weeks the Kmart store located on the site has
passed out flyers asking their customers to voice disapproval of
the redevelopment, and in doing so they are passing on inac-
curate information.

More troubling, Kmart doesn't even own the property. They
operate on a series of 5-year leases. The painful reality is that
Kmart stores nationwide continue to see declines in same-
store-sales, a key indicator of a retailer's health, and we can't
allow a store that rents their property and has an unstable
future dictate how we can develop our largest commercial
property. Not when they can just pick up and leave if things
aren't working out, leaving Oak Lawn with yet another empty
store.

To be 100% clear, because the flyer that Kmart circulated was-
n't, we want the Flapjacks restaurant and the Harley Davidson
store to be part of the new development, as we believe both fit
nicely into the mix and the demographics, and we believe that
both businesses will benefit greatly from the redevelopment.

The Kmart and vacant Dominick's stores are a different story,
however. In addition to being unsightly and half-vacant for
years, this part of the site is doing less than $100 in sales per
square foot. Compare this to the $300 - $450 per s.f. at stores in
Open Air type developments, and we're talking about the
Village losing out on $2 million plus in potential additional
sales taxes. Annually. Not to mention the 4-fold projected
increase in the assessed value of the entire property over the
course of the project (from $13 million to $56 million). And to
those who lament the possible closing of Kmart, let's not forget
that there is another Kmart store in Oak Lawn (95th & Pulaski),
and 3 others within 10 minutes of most of Oak Lawn (79th &
Harlem, 71st & Pulaski, and 132nd & Cicero).

I would also like to address the issue of the Village using a TIF
to help finance the 111th redevelopment. Tax Increment
Financing is a powerful economic tool that enables municipal-
ities to redevelop problem areas and attract new businesses. I
have heard references that I must oppose the use of a TIF for
111th because I opposed the use of TIF financing (in Oak Lawn)
on 87th and 95th. This is only half-right, and in my opinion a
misguided perspective.

I did oppose using TIFs on 87th & 95th, and our new board
eliminated the 87th TIF almost immediately after entering
office. Shortly afterwards a developer offered to pay $900,000
for the property, the very same developer the Village was
going to give the property to - for free - as an incentive. On the
95th TIF, in the summer of 2004 I wrote the only written objec-
tion to this TIF as I did not believe we needed to give incen-
tives to a developer to build condos in the center of our busi-
ness district, especially when we didn't test the market for the
development. Further, at the public debate prior to the elec-
tion I made it clear that the TIF on 95th was wrong, and added
that if we’re going to look anywhere to use a TIF, it should be
at 111th and Cicero.

And the reason for that is that the situation at 111th & Cicero
differs dramatically from 95th. First and foremost, we're try-
ing to bring higher-end stores and restaurants to an area
badly in need of redevelopment, which is something the citi-
zens of Oak Lawn have wanted for years. Secondly, we have
tested the market extensively for almost a year by contacting
hundreds of developers from across the country, and we
recently sent Requests for Proposals ("RFPs") to more than
200 of them. Finally, the financial impact of the development
could mean millions more in revenues each year to the
Village and local taxing bodies (schools, park district, etc.)
that, it should be noted, did not oppose using a TIF on 111th.

The simple fact is that municipalities lobby businesses to
locate in their towns all the time, and the competitive nature
of this lobbying often times requires that incentives be used.
If you blindly believe that using TIFs is wrong, regardless of
the circumstances, you severely handicap your ability to
attract new development and grow and improve your com-
munity. And you will be left with unsightly and underutilized
properties badly in need of redevelopment, just like we have
at 111th & Cicero.

A message from the Mayor on the Prop



osed 111th and Cicero Development!
I believe the choice before our citizens is pretty clear:
• Do you prefer higher-end stores and restaurants, built around a scenic walk-path, a family oriented park, a 

beautiful wetlands, and a wildlife preserve?  All of which would be a wonderful addition to our landscape, a 
financial boon for our residents, and a tremendous step forward not only for Oak Lawn, but for the entire region?

•  Or do you prefer we stay the current course and hope that development will somehow just happen?  Like we have    
been  doing for 30 years?

Before you decide, I would like you to do one last thing. Several people who contacted us about the 111th & Cicero
development asked questions about Open Air Centers and the types of stores being considered. Being a strong 
believer in  "A picture is worth a 1,000 words" I submit to you the following:

…instead of this?

Please tell us how you feel (499-7740) or come to the July 11 meeting, and also please sign up for our free bi-monthly 
newsletter "A Community United" to get updates. Contact mgorman@villageofoaklawn-il.gov.

Would you like to see something like this…

Maybe this... …instead of this?

Or maybe even this... …instead of this?



Town Center Proposals - 95th and Cook

Original Proposal

Modified Proposal

MODIFIED PROPOSAL

Number of condos: 130 
Stories: Two 6 story buildings
Height: 56 feet 
Retail space: 18,000 square feet

Cost to Village under $1.2 million if 60 fewer units
former agreement: built (60 x $20,000)  

Cost to Village under 
negotiated agreement: $0 (plus waiver of permit fees)

Savings negotiated: $1 million

ORIGINAL PROPOSAL 

Number of condos:190 
Stories: Two 7-8 story buildings
Height: 85 feet 
Retail space: 10,000 square feet
Agreement: Village must pay developer 

$20,000/unit for every 
condo fewer than 190 built



2006 SUMMER CONCERT SCHEDULE

SENIOR HAPPENINGS
The Oak Lawn Senior Center is located in the heart of
town. The many recreational activities include Bridge,
Canasta, Movies, Pinochle, Rummikub, Line Dancing and
day trips. Also available are Blood Pressure Screenings by
the “Oak Lawn Paramedics and exercise programs.

Monthly there are additional programs added, which
include educational speakers, entertainment, State and
Federal programs

It is also a resource center for the many needs of our eld-
erly. The Center is open Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and located at 5330 West 95th Street.

UPCOMING SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
July 17th at 10:00 a.m. – Personal Chef Cathy Barbeauld
Sinkeus will demonstrate how easy it is to eat healthy by
learning the basics of good nutrition and how to incor-
porate them into our lives through cooking techniques
and recipes.

August 21st at 10:00 a.m. – Entertainer John Boda,
singer/guitarist and recording artist. He is experienced in
recreational therapy and uses music to bring a sense of
well being to his audience.

August 31st from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. – The
Secretary of State’s Mobile Driver Services will be avail-
able. They will be here to provide State I.D., Driver
License and Vehicle Stickers for seniors. Please call 499-
0240 to register for this program.

September 18th at 10:00 a.m. – The Fire Prevention
Bureau of the Oak Lawn Fire Department will be at the
center to offer safety tips and preventive measures to
secure your home.

September 20th from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. – The
Regional Transportation Authority will be conducting
registration for seniors interested in the RTA Reduced
Fare Program. This registration will be conducted at no
cost and will entitle the senior to ride any public transit
system for half price. If interested, please call the Center
to register.

For further details or assistance you may call 499-0240
or drop by to pick up a schedule of events and activities
and monthly movie schedule.

Date Start Time End Time Location Band

Sunday, 6/25/06 7:00 PM 10:00 PM Village Green Neverly Brothers

Sunday, 7/16/06 7:00 PM 10:00 PM Village Green Katie Sullivan Band

Sunday, 8/13/06 7:00 PM 10:00 PM Village Green Skylarks

2006 FALL ON THE GREEN FESTIVAL (September 8 - 9 - 10)

Date Start Time End Time Location Band

Friday, 9/8/06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Beer Tent Sharky Doyles

Friday, 9/8/06 7:30 PM 10:00 PM Main Stage Maggie Speaks

Friday, 9/8/06 10:00 PM Midnight Beer Tent Voices

Saturday, 9/9/06 1:00 PM 1:30 PM Main Stage OLHS Marching Band

Saturday, 9/9/06 1:30 PM 3:00 PM Beer Tent Digs & Fitz

Saturday, 9/9/06 3:30 PM 5:00 PM Beer Tent Chancey Brothers

Saturday, 9/9/06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Beer Tent Eric Howell & Implants

Saturday, 9/9/06 7:30 PM 10:00 PM Main Stage Sixteen Candles

Saturday, 9/9/06 10:00 PM Midnight Beer Tent The Saints

Sunday, 9/10/06 1:00 PM 1:30 PM Main Stage Weber Irish Dancers

Sunday, 9/10/06 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Beer Tent Southside Hitmen

Sunday, 9/10/06 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Main Stage Teddy Lee Combo

Sunday, 9/10/06 6:00 PM 8:00 PM Beer Tent Crawpuppies



BUFFET CITY
Chinese, American, Mexican, Japanese Cuisines

8708 South Cicero Avenue, Oak Lawn

708 229-9988  •  fax 708 229-9998

BUFFET CITY
20% Off – Adults only

(Not valid on Saturdays, Sundays &
Holidays or with any other offers)

Expires 7/31/06

BUFFET CITY
20% Off – Adults only

(Not valid on Saturdays, Sundays &
Holidays or with any other offers)

Expires 7/31/06

Business Development Report

Longhorn Steakhouse - 95th & Pulaski Road

From way out west to the Village of Oak Lawn comes

Longhorn Steakhouse. The Great American tradition of

quality steaks and authentic hospitality will be opening

in the near future.

Longhorn Steakhouse has been grilling steaks for 

25 years. They use only the finest quality beef, chicken,

pork and seafood and grill each item to order. Customers

have come to depend on Longhorn’s freshness, from

thick and juicy burgers to a wide variety of salads pre-

pared daily. Longhorn Steakhouse has delicious choices

that will fit every appetite for the residents of Oak Lawn.

Sushi Thaime - 4959 West 95th Street

This neighborhood Japanese restaurant’s warmth and

friendliness invite repeat visits. Japanese, Thai, Chinese

and Sushi are just a variety of topnotch dishes being

offered on the menu. To experience real Japanese 

culture, make reservations to sit in the “Ta Ta Mi”room. For

thirst quenchers, there is a full sit-down bar churning out

dozens of umbrella-laden drinks or just settle in for some

hot Chinese herb tea.

Sushi Thaime offers carry-outs, deliveries and catering

services. Reservations are accepted and credit cards are

welcomed. Hours of operation: Sunday - Thursday 11:30

a.m. - 10:00 p.m., Friday 11:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m., and

Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Phone 708-425-8228

Al’s Beef  - 5128 West 95th

You can now take a bite into Chicago’s #1 Italian Beef

Sandwich in downtown Oak Lawn. From Chicago’s

famous “Little Italy” on Taylor Street to 5128 West 95th

Street in Oak Lawn, Al’s Beef will be opening soon.

Long John Silver’s / A & W – 8712 South Cicero

Wondering where to get some of the world’s best 

popcorn shrimp? It’s right here in your hometown.

Long John Silver’s is the worlds most popular quick-serve

seafood chain, specializing in batter-dipped fish, chicken,

shrimp and hush puppies. If your tastebuds have some-

thing else in mind, then sink your teeth into 

A & W’s pure beef hamburgers and “knock” it down with

a frosty mug of A & W’s root beer. Currently under 

construction, this brand new facility should be 

completed by Fall of 2006.

Did you know that in 1922 the two partners, Roy Allen

and Frank Wright combined their initials “A” is for Allen

and ”W“ is for Wright and formally named the beverage

“A & W Root Beer.”

SPORTS BAR                       15% Senior Citizen Discount



Please Support Our Local Advertisers

4300 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

708-499-1000
FAX: 708-499-5328

www.kellynissan.com

OAK LAWN
10745 S. Cicero Ave.

708-636-5030
Fax: 708-636-6558

Harris Oak Lawn
5151 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
T  708-952-5000
D  708-952-3950
F  708-952-5010
donna.lynn@harrisbank.com

Donna A. Lynn
Assistant Vice President
Branch Manager

Fine Dining

Banquets

Corporate Events

Memorial Luncheons

Catering

Take-out

Fast Delivery

Mon., Wed., Thurs. from 11 am
to 11 pm, Fri. and Sat. from 11
am to midnight.
Sun. from 1 pm to 10 pm.
Closed Tuesdays

4849 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

708.425.6262
708.425.6888 fax



Buy Oak Lawn-Help keep your real estate taxes under control and your Village services intact.

MIKE HAGGERTY
BUICK•PONTIAC•GMC

9301 Cicero Ave.
708-423-5000
haggertypontiac.com

MIKE HAGGERTY VW
8920 South Cicero Ave.
708-425-8989
mikehaggertyvw.com

HAWKINSON FORD
6100 West 95th St.
800-NEXT-FORD
hawkford.com

KELLY NISSAN
4300 West 95th St.
708-499-1000
kellynissan.com

OAK LAWN MAZDA
6750 West 95th St.
708-233-7700
oaklawnmazda.com

when you shop these

OAK LAWN DEALERS
Keep Real Estate Taxes LowKeep Real Estate Taxes Low

773-OAK-LAWN

Village of Oak Lawn
9446 S. Raymond Avenue
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

Emergency 9-1-1
Police Department 422-8292
Fire Department 499-7700
Public Works 499-7758
Engineering 499-7816
Building 499-7801
Health & Sanitation 499-7804/7820
Administrative Services 499-7760
Senior Citizens 499-0240
Family Services 423-3361
Clerks Office 499-7738
Managers Office 499-7743
Main Switchboard 636-4400
Emergency Communication 
Department  499-7721

Visit our new website
www.oaklawn-il.gov.com
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Design alternatives for the 
Town Center (95th -96th and Cook)

are on display at Village Hall.
Come by any time, take a look 

and give us your input.

DOG LICENSES
Dog licenses are available at the Cashier's Counter

for $5.00. All owners are required to license t

heir dog(s) annually. Proof of vaccination is 

mandatory when purchasing licenses.

Postal Patron 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
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MAYOR'SREPORT
Dave Heilmann

As I look back at the last
few months, I'm not
sure which was worse 
the horrible storms,
floods and power out
ages, or the barrage of
political campaign ads
and recorded phone
messages. Either way,
I'm hoping some good,

positive news about your community will
help erase those memories.

Our Children, Our Government:
A Partnership for the Future.
This new program was started to provide
children from our community an opportunity
to participate in a morning of government
at Village Hall. Eighth grade students spend
time with the Mayor, Clerk, Village Manager,
Fire and Police Chiefs, and our 911
Emergency Communications Director (who
they all like the best).

The children tour our facilities, write letters
to other elected officials, and watch our 911
dispatchers in action, among other things.
It's a way of introducing the governing
process to the children of our community
and helping them develop leadership skills
at an early age.

Operation Safe Streets
Our Police Department runs this program
to ensure the safety of children around their
schools. Trustee Olejniczak spearheaded
a contest whereby school children
designed traffic safety signs, and a winner
was selected from each school. These new
signs will be posted near the schools, which
not only improves safety, but also allows
the children to be a part of the process and
help make a difference.

No tax increase for 2007
We just recently passed abalanced budget for
2007, and for the second year in a row we
won't be raising your taxes. We did this

despite the fact that operating expenses
will be more than $2 million higher in 2007.
A few of the ways that we were able to do
this:

1) Better Money Management
The Village kept millions of tax-payer dollars
in zero and very-low interest bearing
accounts that likely cost the Village $1
million-plus over the last few years. Trustee
Phelan investigated this and discovered
that we had almost $30 million in deposit
accounts, but for unknown reasons as
much as 50% of this money was earning
substantially below-market interest rates,
mostly .5% (half a percent), or no interest
at all.

For perspective, during 2006 we should have
been earning at least 4% to 5% on our
deposits. We remedied this problem by
restructuring our financial structure and
bringing in 2 new banks who have agreed to
offer interest rates of around 5.3% as of the
time of this writing.

2) Restructured Health Care Plans
Oak Lawn is facing substantial increases
in employee health care expenses in the
coming years, just as we have in recent
years. However, our new HR Director Dan
Omiecinski aggressively negotiated new
plans with equal or better coverages that
will save the Village $640,000 over the next
two years.

More Permit Parking for Resident
Commuters
The Village had an agreement with Metra
that no new parking permits would be
issued for the commuter parking garage. In
fact, there hasn't been a new parking
permit issued since 1999. I contacted
Metra's Executive Director and explained
the need to give more of the residents who
helped pay for the garage an opportunity
to use it, and Metra agreed to allow the
issuance of additional permits.



MAYOR'SREPORT CONTINUED

"Quiet Zones" at Railroad Crossings
I will be asking the board to approve the installation
of "quad-gates" at several railroad crossings
throughout the Village, a move that will eliminate
the need for train conductors to sound their train
whistles. If you live anyway near the tracks that run
through the Village you know how disturbing this is,
especially in the middle of the night. I anticipate the
money for these gates will come from a grant and
therefore have no impact on our taxpayers.

Red-Light Cameras
We have approved the use of 3 or 4 video surveillance
cameras at busy intersections that will greatly improve
traffic safety. The company that evaluated our traffic
patterns concluded we have some intersections where
there are 35-40 traffic violations per day. The cameras
are said to reduce this by almost 50%, and the proceeds
from tickets issued pay for the cameras.

Illinois Municipal League Award
The Illinois Arts Alliance and the Illinois Municipal
League recently honored Oak Lawn with an "Arts
Friendly Community Award," recognizing "How mayors
and other municipal leaders can work with arts
organizations and volunteers to improve the quality of
life for residents." Specifically mentioned was the Park
District's BroadwayJr. Program for Children and the State
Champion Drama Students at Oak Lawn H.5.

Fall On the Green Festival Benefiting Park Lawn
This year we decided to try and raise money from
our Fall on the Green Festival to help a charity. It was
a significant undertaking since the festival usually
lost more than $30,000 each year. Through the
efforts of Trustee Phelan and the Special Events
Committee, we cleared a profit of $20,000 and
contributed $10,000 of that to our friends at Park
Lawn. We also hosted the first annual Kings of the
Diamond Softball Tournament that raised another
$1,200 for Park Lawn.

A Community United
By now there are thousands of Oak Lawn residents
receiving our free A Community United email
newsletter keeping residents informed about
emergency situations and other safety issues,
government projects, community developments, and
various events that take place throughout the Village.

If you use the Internet and haven't signed up yet
I encourage you to contact my assistant Meg Gorman
at mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov or 499-7742.

Most importantly, on behalf of my wife Erica, daughter
Natalie and son Joey, I wish you a Merry Christmas,
Happy New Year, and safe holiday season.

QUINLAN'SQUOTES

Jane Quinlan, Village Clerk

The last couple of months have been

very busy, but in the Clerk's Office

that's nothing new. To help our

residents is my goal, and it is always

a pleasure.

Again this year, Farmer's Market 2006

was a success. This year's addition of

big band tunes was enjoyed by all. Thank you to all

who supported the Market and I hope everyone took

advantage of all the select choices of foods and

specialty items. To all of the local sponsors and the

great services they offered our residents on a weekly

basis - a big thank you.

We were fortunate to be selected by the County to be

one of the 32 Early Voting Centers in Suburban Cook

County for the November 7th Election. From October

16th through November 2nd we had 930 people Early

Vote at the Clerk's Office in the Village Hall. Ali of the Early

Voting was done on touch screens and it was a positive

experience for most. Anyone wishing to register to vote

may come up to my office on the 2nd floor of the Village

Hall. When registering to vote, you must be at least 18

years old. The next local election will be held on Tuesday,

April 17, 2007. Please get out and vote.

I attended the 2006 Municipal Clerks of Illinois Institute

that was held October 8th through October 13th in

Springfield, Illinois. In 1969 the Illinois Municipal Clerks

introduced a 3 year program in which municipal clerks

could become certified. A complete cycle of college level

educational requirements (100 hours) as required by

the International Institute of Municipal Clerks is needed

to complete this certification. I was awarded a full

scholarship for the Institute and in the fall of 2008 Iwill be

proud to become the first Certified Clerk in Oak Lawn.

Please have a safe and wonderful Holiday Season!



AROUND THE 1ST DISTRICT
Several months ago, the Village ofOak Lawn was the unfor
tunate recipient of a terrible storm that ripped trees from
the ground and knocked out our electricity for over 50
hours. The employees of our wonderful Village did a grea
job, but the clean-up becomes difficult when the storm hits
private property. The Village was unable to enter private
property to help our residents who did not have the
resources to take care of emergency situations. I intro
duced an Ordinance that gives our Village Board the

means to help residents in an emergency when the need arises. Hopefully this
Ordinance will never have to be used, but now our Village is ready for such an
emergency.

The Village Board is in the process, of once again, bidding the Garbage Pick-up in
the Village of Oak Lawn. Last year because of conflicting numbers, a one year
contract was awarded to Waste Management.This short time frame will allow for
our staff to get a better handle on the revenue that is refunded back to our
Village as well as the actual amount of garbage that is picked by the current
hauler. As in the past, I will continue to fight for a discounted rate for our seniors
and residents on a fixed income. I have also been joined by other members of
the board in requesting Garbage Totes to make our neighborhood look cleaner
and safer.

This year on Halloween, the Village Board, at my request, implemented a time
restriction for Trick or Treaters on Halloween. In the past, children were able to
knock on doors at any time at night as long as it was before curfew. Complaints
were numerous the day after Halloween and soon forgotten by the next
Halloween. This year we tried to limit the time frame from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. We
agreed to tweak this time if it was necessary after we heard from our con
stituents, so please let me know what you thought of the new time limitations
and how best we can improve them.

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT

The storm back in October was devastating to many resi
dents in Oak Lawn. I would like to take this opportunity to
recognize the Public Works Department, Streets
Department, Sewer Department, Police Department, and
Fire Department for the outstanding job they all did in
handling the storm damage and cleanup. I was out after
the storm hit and witnessed how well all of the Village
Departments worked together. The way they cleared
streets and helped many residents with downed trees was

greatly appreciated. You can learn a lot about a community by how it reacts to
adversity. It really proves that Oak Lawn is a great place to live.

AROUND THE 3RD DISTRICT
Happy Holidays
As the holidays are now upon us,1 would like to take this
opportunity to wish you and your family a happy, healthy
and safe holiday season. I would also like to thank all of
you for your generous support for those families that
may be experiencing difficulty in our community. Your
generosity will continue to warm the hearts of so many
people during the holiday season and throughout the

year. As we spend time with our families this holiday season, let's also
remember and pray for our soldiers overseas who continue to fight in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Let us all hope and pray that they complete their mission and
return home safely to their families

Public Works Committee
While last year we struggled with drought, this year we have had to contend
With flooding. We have had some of the heavies rainfalls in recent memory.
These events have tested our drainage system and unfortunately the system
has failed. There are a number of contributing factors that must be addressed.
The dredging of Stony Creek and the rerouting of Melvina Ditch are the two
biggest projects that would have the greatest impact on relieving the flooding
In Oak Lawn and our neighboring communities. However, it is apparent that
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD), which is responsible for
these projects, is bogged down with bureaucracy.

People who have experienced sanitary sewerage backing up into their homes,
usually through a basement drain, should have their home Inspected by village

This past 4th of July I was honored to be a sponsor of"Operation Red White and
Blue" A program designed to highlight the 4th of July by placing an American
Flag on every home in the 1st District of Oak Lawn. At sundown, on July 3rd, 50
volunteers as well as myself set off to cover the 1st District of Oak Lawn with
American Flags. What a wonderful sight to wake up on the 4th of July and see a
blanket of American Flags across the 1st District in Oak Lawn.Thank you to all the
volunteers for taking time away from your families to honor our great Country.

The two weekends prior to Thanksgiving, I along with the Oak Lawn Community
Partnership, as well as over 150 volunteers raked leaves for our seniol sacross the
entire Village of Oak Lawn. This program, in which I am a proud to be a sponsor
of, brings the youth of our community together with our senior residents who
are in need of some help. It is a program that truly speaks volumes about the
wonderful people we have here in the Village of Oak Lawn. Those volunteers as
well as Jeannie Shotas and Mary Grana, the Community Partnership Program co
chairs, do a fantastic job for our Village.

In conjunction with the leaf raking program, 8 years ago, I implemented a
senior snow removal program for seniors in the 1st District, who are in need
of snow removal for their driveways.This years program is in full swing, if you
are a senior citizen in need of assistance please feel free to contact me at my
home at 599-7302.

New Businesses in the 1st District:
Panda Express at 95th and Melvina, Discount Tire at 95th and Natoma, Mazda Car
Dealership 95th and Oak Park

On behalf of my family and I, we would like to wish you and yours a very Merry
Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year.

If I can ever be of any assistance please feel free to contact me at my home at
599-7302 or by email atHurckes@Hotmail.com

Right now we are in the process of approving the 2007 Budget. Monies for the
repaving of the alleys and streets are requested now and I will have a better
understanding of how many can be done next year when the budget is final
ized I will keep you informed on further details in the spring addition of the
Oak Lawn Outlook.

I would like to wish you and your families a safe, happy, and healthy holiday sea
son. May the New Year bring you health and happiness.

As always, communication is key in making this community a success. Please
forward any concerns or comments you have to me. You can reach me bye
mail at aolejniaak@oaklawn-il.govor by phone at (708) 346-7002.

personnel. These homes may have gravity sewers or may have a storm water
sewer discharging into the sanitary system. Those conditions need to be
corrected.

Finally, additional detention could be provided the site of the newly
proposed TIF District. A significant flood control project is one of the many
benefits of this development. All of the expenses related to flood control,
including land acquisition are eligible for MWRD funding. As Chairman of
the Public Works Committee, I can assure you tha the committee and the
Village of Oak Lawn are working together to insure that action is taken to
solve these problems. The Village of Oak Lawn is committed to do our part
and we are expressing the urgency of our demands to the MWRD.
Hopefully the MWRD and our elected officials at that agency will step up
and accept their responsibility.

The Public Works Committee meets on the third Thursday of each month at
7:30 PM at the Village Hall in the Gilbert Auditorium to discuss these and other
glamorous subjects such as waste hauling. Public participation is encouraged.

Constituent Services

Over the years, I have met and talked with so many residents regarding
Issues of concern to our neighborhood. I have found that our fellow
residents often have creative and practical solutions to the problems
confronting our community. If you would like to meet with me to discuss
these or any other village issues, please call my office at 422-3600 or drop
me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov. As always, I am available everyday
to meet with individuals or groups to address your concerns. Have a safe
and enjoyable Holiday Season!



AROUND THE 4TH DISTRICT
As you enter this special holiday season,
please accept my best wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

One of the most frequent inquiries ofTrustee
is, "(W)hat is being built at... ?" There are
always varying reactions, depending on the
response to the question.

Unquestionably, we all have thoughts on what
preferred businesses would best suit our commercial corridors.
None of us wants any specific business segment to dominate the
landscape. We are desirous of having a good blend of firms
which appeal to the residents of Oak Lawn, especially those firms
which compliment our fine, long time business partners.

Staff seeks to search out and contact attractive firms to expand
or relocate within our community. It should be pointed out that

AROUND THE 5TH DISTRIIT
School Safety
Recently, the Oak Lawn Police Department
convened a meeting on School Safety and
invited administrators from every Oak Lawn
School to participate in the seminar. Many
practical suggestions were discussed as well
as the need to continually update individual;
School Emergency Plans. Members of the

police department have been visiting and walking through each
school to familiarize themselves with the layouts of each facility.

Our police Chief Bill Villanova told the participants that our
police officers have been trained and are ready to respond in
raid deployment in the event of a school crisis. He emphasized
the importance of school administrators and the police offi
cers work collaboratively to insure a safe and secure environ
ment for students and staff.

St. Linus School Salutes and Thanks Veterans.
State Senator Ed Malony spoke of the importance of our

AROUND THE 6TH DISTRICT
With a balanced budget for 2007 now in place,
and no tax increases for the 2nd year in a row,
we've turned our attention to several prob
lems that have plagued our residents for years,
and some of the more pressing ones are crime,
flooding, power outages, and street repairs.

On crime, we must be vigilant in our efforts to
keep crime from overtaking our neighbor

hoods, so please report any problems or suspicious activity to the
police. One specific measure we instituted recently was a code
change to make bowling alleys close at midnight, as the bowling
alley at 103rd &Cicero had become a magnet for late-night crim
inal activity.

On flooding, we commissioned an engineering study to look at
ways we could incorporate a comprehensive water retention
plan into the 111 th & Cicero redevelopment. Imagine dining in a
nice restaurant overlooking a beautiful waterway that also serves
as a retention area that reduces or eliminates the constant flood
ing in our area.

there are zoning regulations which may either allow or prevent
certain firms from opening a location.

There are times when we may not prefer that a business open
at a specific location. However, if a firm meets the zoning
requirements and does not need variations, that a company
possesses legal rights and maybe denied a parcel.

Village officials do place restrictions when economic incentives
are utilized. But most individual locations are not in such areas.
Thus, I hope this explains that we do our utmost to attract
quality firms to Oak Lawn, but there are legal constraints on the
Village in controlling business openings.

Should you have any questions or comments, please feel free to
contact me at the Village Voice Mail, 708/346-7004. Also, 4th
District Neighborhood Meeting announcements are listed in the
local newspapers on Cable TV.
Steve Rosenbaum

veterans' sacrifices in order that future generations would
enjoy freedom. Each veteran received a gift from Fr. Bill
Corcoran, Pastor of St. Linus. A Hall off Fame was created in
chalk on the sidewalk around St. Linus as the names of each
service person who served and paid the ultimate price and
died while in Iraq. Taps was played in memory of all the
service persons who had passed.

Ronald McDonald House Coming To Oak Lawn
the Ronald McDonald House will be located at 93rd & Kasner.
Critically ill children from all over the world will be coming
here to receive treatment at Hope Children's Hospital.

I am available to meet with residents on the second and
fourth Monday between 5 pm and 7:30 pm at the Village Hall on
the 2nd floor. If these times are not convenient for you, call
for an appointment. You may contact me bye-mail at
joyangles@yahoo.com or 346-7005.

Marjorie Joy

On the power outages, which seem to arrive with every change in
season, we are working with ComEd to remove some trees along
Kastner Avenue that have been causing most of the problems. In
some cases they will be replaced with different trees, but in all cases
we will make every effort to maintain the beauty of the street.

On streets, several problem areas were repaired this year,
including a particularly bad stretch along Keeler Avenue and
several problem spots on 105th Street. The unpredictable and
often violent weather over the past four months made it difficult
to stay on schedule, but I'm happy to report that all of the
scheduled repaving is complete, leaving only some minor
landscape repair that we will get to in the spring.

To close, I would like to again thank our staff for all their help and
support, and all the residents who offered their suggestions,
ideas,and support this past year. Best wishes for a safe and happy
holiday and a joyous and prosperous 2007. If you would like to
receive frequent email updates about issues specific to our
neighborhood contact me at faI098@aol.com.
-Tom Phelan



Status of liith and Cicero Project
We have retained an engineering firm to conduct a study
of the 111 th and Cicero property, specifically related to
the impact that new construction will have on flooding in
the area, and ways that increased water retention/deten
tion could reduce the flooding problem which affects
many residents in the southwest corner of the Village.

We hope to have the study completed within 90 days,
after which we will send it to the interested developers to
incorporate into their plans and proposals. We expect to
meet with and interview developers next spring and
select the developer for the project shortly thereafter.

Also, you may already know that Kmart has filed a lawsuit
against the Village of Oak Lawn, essentially claiming that
the 111 th & Cicero site is not blighted. To be clear, the
Village of Oak Lawn was not the entity that made the
"blighted" determination. We hired one the most respect
ed firms in the State of Illinois, Kane McKenna and
Associates, to complete the study, and it was their
analysis that determined the property met the criteria for
blight. So effectively Kmart is challenging the findings of
the report prepared by Kane McKenna.

Truth is we were quite disappointed when Kmart took
this action, because last summer Mayor Heilmann met
with a Senior Vice President from Sears Holding Corp -

Oak Lawn Community Partnership
The Oak Lawn
Community

ll\~.~"VAl~'~"l'~o1IPar t n e r ship

brings together
a variety of
people and
organizations
for one main

goal - to improve the health, safety, and well ness of the
community it serves. This council was developed in 1996
as a result of a joint vision of the Village of Oak Lawn &
Advocate Christ Medical Center to better improve the
quality of life for its residents. Presently, the council has
expanded its volunteer force to include dynamic
members of Village, Hospital, Business, Church, School,
Civic organizations as well as professional and
community residents who work together to make Oak
Lawn a healthier, safer and stronger community.

Specific strategies have been developed over the past ten
years that positively impact the Village. Health screenings
featuring monthly blood pressure monitoring, "Ask the
Doctor & Pharmacist," Glaucoma testing, Sr. Advocate
programs and pertinent health related information is
made available through professional volunteers.

Kmart's parent company - and stressed that we wanted
to work together with them. Mayor Heilmann indicated
that even if the TIF passed we were prepared to work
together to see if we could come up with a reasonable
solution, with the Mayor even suggesting the idea of a
2-story Kmart store on the site.

During that meeting Mayor Heilmann indicated that the
worst thing Kmart could do is immediately file a lawsuit if
the TIF passed. Unfortunately, that's what they chose to
do, but their lawsuit is not stopping us from moving
forward on all fronts with our plans for the site. We do not
believe that one store should dictate what the Village can
do with its future, and in fact the futures of our 60,000
residents.

With all that said there is one thing that is almost
unanimous in this situation - whether you favored the
idea ofTlF financing or not - and that is that something
dramatic needs to be done about that corner.
We sincerely believe that good things are coming our
way, and we will update you continuously as more
information becomes available.

As always, thank you for your patience, and please don't
hesitate to contact us if you have questions.

Screenings are offered every second Wednesday of each
month, September through June, from 10:00- 11 :30
a.m. at the Oak Lawn Public Library.

Annually in November, youth and adult volunteers
work together in the Leaf Raking Servathon program
by assisting eligible elderly/handicapped households
in maintaining the outside of their homes. Other
projects supported by the Oak Lawn Community
Partnership include a Resource Manual, PADS
Emergency Shelters, Red Ribbon Activities,
"Neighbors United," Fellowship Dinners and "ACE"
awards that are presented to individuals/
organizations contributing to community enhancement
on health & safety outreach programs. Through
these efforts, the Village of Oak Lawn benefits greatly
from the bonds that are formed by an array of community
volunteers working together to help the needy in
Oak Lawn.

The Community Partnership meets at the Village of
Oak Lawn Municipal Center every fourth Tuesday of
the month at 8:00 a.m. (except June, July, December &
January). If you require any further information, please
contact Jeanine Shotas/Mary Grana, Co-Chairman at
(708)499-7817 or visit our website at
www.oaklawncommunitypartnership.org.



SENIOR HAPPENINGS
The Oak Lawn Senior Center is located in the heart of town.
The many recreational activities include Bridge, Canasta,
Movies, Pinochle, Rummikub, Line Dancing and day trips.
Health screenings and exercise programs are also available.
Monthly, a variety of additional programs are added.

It is also a resource center for the many needs of our
Seniors. The Center is open Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and located at 5330 West 95 Street.

UPCOMING SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Beginning January 29th the Center will offer income tax
assistance for Oak Lawn seniors. Before calling for an
appointment be sure to have all pertinent information.
Documents needed would be your Social Security
statement, interest and dividend statements, Real Estate
property tax bill for 2006 and last year's tax return. Our
volunteers are trained by the IRS and can prepare simple
tax forms. Call 499-0240 for an appointment.

BOX LUNCH DAY
The last Thursday of every month is designated Box Lunch
Day. The lunch will be sponsored by local businesses, there
fore making it affordable to seniors in the Village. The
sponsor will be given an opportunity to explain their
business and what they have to offer seniors. The cost to
the senior will be only $3.00. Space is limited and a ticket
may be purchased at the Center. Along with lunch, bingo
will be played. Stop at the Center to get an update as to the
meal and sponsor.

Wednesday, January 10th at 9:00 a.m. A representative from
Residential Loan Centers of America will be at the Center to
make a presentation on Reverse Mortgages. They will

provide information to help you understand how a reverse
mortgage may help you improve the quality of your life.

Monday, January 22nd at 10:00 a.m.
A speaker from the Cook County State's Attorney's Office
will present a short seminar. Senior citizens are extremely
vulnerable to specific types of criminal activity. The
audience will be made aware of the many ways that they
can avoid victimization of crime. By giving the seniors the
knowledge to protect themselves, they will have the tools
to live a more productive life.

Thursday, January 25th at 10:30 a.m.
Box Lunch Day - Sponsor will be Morningside Group 
Lunch will be a baked ham dinner. Morningside Group
creates premier residential and mixed -use communities
in urban locations throughout the Midwest. Long
recognized as a leader in the design and construction of
highly acclaimed condominiums, Morningside excels at
both attending to homeowners' needs and gloriously
fulfilling their dreams. Following the success of Arbor Court
on 96th Street, Morningside is pleased to announce their
newest condo development, Prairie Town Center, which will
be located at 9530 South Cook Avenue. Morningside will
be at the Center for the Box Lunch Day with further
information.

Monday, February 26th at 10:00 a.m.
An entertainer will be scheduled and refreshments will be
served at the conclusion of the program.

For further details or assistance you may call 499-0240 or
drop by to pick up a schedule of events and activities and
monthly movie schedule.

CRIME PREVENTION & OTHER TIPS
Holiday Cnme Prevention Tips While Shopping:
• Stay alert to your surroundings and the people around you.
• Shop with a friend, there is safety in numbers.
• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.
• Pay for purchases with a check, credit or debit card.
• If possible, carry only your driver's license, personal checks,

or necessary credit or debit cards.
• If you must carry a purse, do not wrap the straps around your

arms or shoulders. Carry a clutch purse tightly under your arm
or wear a fanny pack.

• Do not carry a wallet in a back pocket. It should be placed in a
front pocket of your pants for safety.

• Be alert that crooks look for the "high dollar" shopping bags
with your purchases. When possible, slip bags/purchases in a
plain nondescript bag.

• Watch purchases while eating in mall food courts; bags can
easily be switched or taken.

• Educate your children about what to do if they are lost as well
as "Stranger Danger':

• Have your car keys ready in hand before leaVing the store.
• If you do return to your vehicle to unload purchases, place

them in the trunk of the vehicle.
• Try not to shop until the store closes. Remember, fewer people

are present at this time.

Holiday Crime Prevention Tips In Parking Lots:
• Shop early and leave early to avoid evening darkness.
• Park in a high visibility area and check for lighting in case you

leave during hours of darkness.
• Do not park next to a vehicle with dark tinted windows.
• Prior to arriving at the shopping center, lock all your valuables

in the trunk of your vehicle.
• Leave the store with others, not alone.
• Ask security to escort you to your vehicle if you feel

uncomfortable.
• Walk briskly, confidently, and directly through the parking lot.

Be cautious of people handing out fliers or asking questions in
the parking area.

• Watch for people who may be following you. This can occur
inside as well as outside. If you suspect someone following
you, report it to security immediately.

Holiday Crime Prevention Tips At Home:
• Keep the outside of your home well lit with doors locked and

window curtains closed.
• Don't display gifts beneath the Christmas tree that can be seen

from windows or doors.
• After the holidays, don't advertise gifts received by the boxes

left for the garbage collection. Destroy boxes and place in a
sealed, non-clear garbage bag.



SAFETY TIPS
Carbon Monoxide Detectors'

Effective January 1, 2007, every dwelling unit will be required

to have at least one approved carbon monoxide alarm in

operating condition within 15 feet of every room used for

sleeping purposes. Alarms can be battery powered, plug-in with a

back-up battery power, or wired in to the AC power line with a sec

ondary battery back-up. The alarm can be combined with smoke

detecting devices if the combined unit complies with specific stan

dards and the alarm differentiates the hazard.

The owner of the building must supply and install all required

alarms to ensure that the alarms are operable on the date of initia

tion of lease. The tenant is responsible for testing and maintaining

the alarm after the lease commences. Willful failure to install or

maintain in operating condition any alarm is a Class Bcriminal mis

demeanor.

Smoke Detectors:

Many fire deaths and fire injuries are actually caused by smoke

and gases. Victims inhale smoke and poisonous gases that rise

ahead of the flames. Survival depends on being warned as early

as possible.

1) Have at least one smoke detector on each level of the house.

2) Smoke detectors should be placed near all bedrooms.

3) Test smoke detectors each month.

4) Replace batteries twice a year and NEVER disconnect the battery.

5) Following manufacturer's instructions for proper installation

Escape Planning:

Planning ahead, rehearsing, thinking/acting clearly, and earl

detection (smoke detectors) are the keys to surviving a fire.

Each family should develop and practice fire drills on a regular

basis. The keys to survival are:

1) Develop an escape plan with the whole family present.

2) Have two ways out of each room in the house.

3) Have a designated meeting place for the entire family.

4) PRACTICE - PRACTICE - PRACTICE

Holiday Decorating Safety Tips

Trees:

1) Many artificial trees are fire resistant. If you buy one, look for a

statement specifying this statement.

2) Keep the stand filled with water regularly. A fresh tree will stay

green longer and be less fire hazard than a fry tree.

3) Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators,and other heat sources.

4) Place tree out of the way of traffic and do not block doorways.

Trimmings:

1) Use only non-combustible or flame resistant materials.

2) Avoid trimmings that a child may mistake as candy or food.

3) Keep trimmings at least three feet from possible ignition sources.

Candles:

1) Never use lighted candles on a tree or near other evergreens.

2) Always use non-flammable holders.

3) Keep candles away from other decorations, wrapping paper, and

all combustibles.

4) Place candles where they cannot be knocked or blown over.

lights:

1) Use only lights that have been tested for safety. Identify these by

the label from an independent testing laboratory.

2) Check each set of lights for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or

bare wires, or loose connections.

3) Fasten outdoor lights securely.

4) Turn off all lights when you go to bed or leave the house.

5) Avoid using "bubbling" lights. Bubbles can tempt curious

children to break candle shape glass. Fluid in these lights is

often hazardous.

Tips for the use and care of portable air heaters:

1) Read all instructions and warning labels prior to using any

portable electric heater.

2) Keep flammable materials away from heater.

3) Unless designed for use outdoors or in bathrooms, DO NOT use

in damp or wet areas. Moisture can damage parts in the heater

that can result in fire and/or electric shock.

4) Periodically check the plug and outlet for proper fit. If plug fits

loosely, replace outlet immediately.

5) Unplug the heater when not in use.

6) Keep heaters alleast three feet (3') away from combustibles and

NEVER block air intake or exhaust source.

7) Place heater on a level, flat surface.

8) KEEP heater away from children and never place in a child's room

without supervision.

9) String out cord on top of rugs or floors. Covering the cord can

result in overheating and/or possible fire.

10) Never use an extension cord to power a portable heater.

Improper sizing of extension cord can result in overheating

of the cord.

Cooking:

Cooking equipment is estimated to be associated with more than

100,000 fires annually, and almost 400 deaths,and 500 injuries. Gas

cooking equipment accounts for about 30,000 fires, and electric

cooking equipment for about 55,000 fires.
• Never place or store pot-holders, plastic utensils, towels, and other

non-cooking equipment on or near the range.
• Roll up or fasten long sleeves when cooking to avoid ignition.

Sleeves may also catch handles and overturn pots and pans.
• Avoid placing cookies and candy over stove top. Children are

often drawn to these items and can burn hands or ignite
clothing.

For further information on any of the above mentioned topics

contact the Oak Lawn Fire Prevention Bureau (708) 499-7825.



BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT REPORT:

Del Taco - 95th Street & Cicero Avenue

The first Del Taco in Chicagoland is coming right here in Oak

Lawn. With over 500 restaurants across the country, Del Taco

is the second largest Mexican/American chain in the United

States. Del Taco is one of the few fast food chains that serves

both Mexican food items and burgers. Del Taco also serves a

breakfast menu but also offers everything on the menu at

breakfast. Nobody tops Del Taco in the chicken soft taco

department. They have a mayo-based sauce which has a

distinct lime flavor to it. The Ultimate Taco is one of the best

tacos out there and Del Taco's burritos are HUGE. Look for Del

Taco to open after the first of the year.

Panda Express - 6152 West 95th Street

The fastest growing Chinese restaurant chain in North

America will open it's doors on the west side of town in 2007.

Panda Express offers extraordinary Chinese food with some

unexpected tastes in a quick-serve environment. Started in

1983, today there are currently more than 800 Panda Express

locations throughout the U.s., Puerto Rico and Japan. Panda's

signature Orange Flavored Chicken is an irresistible favorite

among consumers nationwide. Using only the freshest

ingredients, Panda Express prepares all of it's entrees on-site

so it's customers can enjoy the gourmet style cuisine.

Fox Valley/Oak Lawn Suzuki 10201 S. Cicero Ave.

Fox Valley Suzuki, Illinois' #1 Suzuki dealer has opened it's

second location, right here in Oak Lawn on Cicero Avenue.

The new auto dealership provides customers with a full line

of new Suzuki cars and SUV's as well as a gigantic range of

pre-owned cars, SUV's, trucks and vans. Fox Valley/Oak Lawn

Suzuki provides superior service as well as affordable financ

ing for everyone. If you are looking for a new Suzuki, this

dealership will find the make, model and color you want.

There are over 700 vehicles available and you can check

everyone of them out by browsing their online new &

used vehicle inventory. For the best deal on a new Suzuki,

stop in and visit the new Fox Valley/Oak Lawn Suzuki

auto dealership.

"Business Briefs" Around Town

Downtown 95th Street:

51st Street Station

Everything's Relative Salon & Day Spa - Now Open

AI's Beef / Nancy's Pizza - Opening Soon

Museum Drive /Train Station

Citibank - Now Open

White Hen Pantry will be 7-Eleven - Under Consideration

Along 95th Street

La Joli Mode - Bridal Store (formerly Mal's Mens Shop)

Now Open

David's Bridal (formerly Cherokee Motorcycles)

Under Construction

Bank of America (formerly Webb Suzuki)

Under Construction

Cardinal Fitness (Coral Plaza) - Now Open

Hawk Ford (formerly Hawkinson Ford) - Open

First Bank (formerly Oak Lawn Bank) - Open

Discount Tire - 6152 West 95th Street - Now Open

Cicero Avenue

MB Financial Bank (formerly Shell Gas Station) 

Under Construction

Oak Lawn Medical Center (formerly Pocono's Motel) 

Under Construction

Pluto's Famous Hot Dogs (formerly Burger King) 

Under Construction

Suburban Bank with Retail Stores - 104th and Cicero Avenue 

Under Construction
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OAK LAWN
10745 S. Cicero Ave.

708-636-5030
Fax: 708-636-6558

CARRY-OUT & DELIVERY

Ray Czarnik
President/General Manager

Phone: 708.636.5800
Direct Line 708.878.4577

AR
Harris Oak Lawn
5151 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
T 708-952-5000
D 708-952-3950
F 708-952-5010
donna.lynn@harrisbank.com

embank

A member of citigroup

Certified Fivestar Dealer Since 7998

Ed Napleton Dodge
5800 W. 95th Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Donna A. Lynn
Assistant Vice President
Branch Manager

Dan Gaddis
FinanCial Center Manager

Citibank, N. A.
Oak Lawn
5102 W. Museum Drive
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Tel 708-346-7956
Fax 708-952-1877

M - F 9a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m. 1 p.m.

Hilton ® Oal{ Lawn
Weddings <> Banquets <> Business Meetings <> Overnight Accommodations

Whitney's Bar & Grille <> Hilton Coffee Corner <> Gift Shoppe <> Hilton Gift Card

Grand & Astoria Ballrooms <:r- 12th Floor Tower Room <:r- 20,000 Square Feet of Meeting Space

Jacuzzi Suites & Deluxe Guest Rooms <:r- Indoor Pool, Whirpool, Sauna & Fitness Center

Complimentary Midway Airport Shuttle <:r- Guest Business Center

9333 South Cicero Avenue <:r- Oak Lawn <:r- 708/425.7800
www.oaklawn.hilton.com

Please Support Our Local Advertisers
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Lights! Lights! Lights! Drive by the newly decorated landscape scene at 95th & New England and view
our beautiful Christmas decorations. A must see at night time!

Take a drive down 95th Street and see all the Holiday decorations,

or take a stroll through our Village Green and see all the festive

Christmas scenes!



The Village of Oak Lawn would like to wish everyone a Safe and Happy Holiday.
Special thanks to our Public Works Department. The Holiday decorations are beautiful!

Removal of snow from driveways, sidewalks:
No person, in cleaning snow from private lots, parking areas,
driveways, filling stations, garages or other large areas, shall
pile or redistribute such snow on any street, alley or sidewalk
which in any way tends to narrow or restrict the traveled por-

tion of the street, sidewalk or alley, block the vision of
motorists at an intersection, prevent parking at a curb, or in
any way impede snow removal or create a traffic hazard.
Sidewalks in business districts are to be kept clean by the
abutting property owners.

Emergency 9-1-1

Village of Oak Lawn
9446 S. Raymond Avenue
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453
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499-7721

422-8292
499-7700
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499-0240
423-3361
499-7738
499-7743
636-4400

Police Department
Fire Department
Public Works
Engineering
Building
Health & Sanitation
Administrative Services
Senior Citizens
Family Services
Clerks Office
Managers Office
Main Switchboard
Emergency Communication
Department

Visit our new website
www.oaklawn-il.gov.com
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Oak Lawn Recycles

It’s been a busy but
productive summer in
the Village of Oak
Lawn…

NewVillage
Manager…
The most recent and
exciting development
has been the hiring
of our new Village
Manager, Larry

Deetjen. Larry was raised in Elmhurst, has 28
years of municipal management experience,
andhaswonnumerousawards forhisworkas
a city manager. He has a B.S. in Economics, a
Master’s Degree in Urban Planning, and he
completed city management training
programs at MIT and Harvard. While he
doesn’t have credentials from U of I, we still
think he’s pretty sharp. He will be a
tremendous asset to the Village and we
welcome himwith open arms.

TelevisingBoardMeetings…
In July, we voted to televise Village Board
meetings. Granted, while this may not make
for scintillating television, it will allow
residents to get a first-hand view of what we
are doing and the decisionswemake. Wewill
also have more control over the content of
Channel 4, allowing us to provide you with
timely safety alerts, to promote local
businesses, to televise parades and children's
events, and in general to enhance our
communicationwith our residents.

ImprovingOur Infrastructure…
In addition to our annual repaving and
replacing of problem streets, sidewalks, and
curbs,this yearwehavebegun to repave and
install new drainage systems in our alleys,
something that has been long overdue. The
alley work will continue for a few years and
we look forward to the day when all of our
alleys are paved and drain properly.

Another pressing infrastructure need, and
one that I recently spoke about with our
state and federal legislators, is an underpass
at the railroad crossing near 107th and
Central. This has been a problem for our
residents for years and we need to do more
than just talk about it. We will make every
effort to secure the funding to get this
projectmoving.

Finally, another major initiative is to
establish quiet zones at railroad crossings
that cut through the center of town. We
notified the federal government of our
intention to use transportation grant funds
for this purpose and we are waiting to hear
from them as to when these funds will be
available.

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle…
What a difference new containers canmake.
Not only are our streets cleaner, our
proceeds from the sale of recyclable
materials jumped 25% in the first 3 months
of our using the new recycling containers.

SmallerWaste Containers…
One of the things that frustrates me about
government is when leaders make a
decision and then say “No, that’s it,we’re not
changing.” One of our jobs as elected
officials is to make life easier for our
residents, so when we can help people we
should do it. It’s that simple. In that vain,we
received some calls from seniors who asked
if there might be an even smaller toter
available than the 65-gallon one. In
response, I asked Veolia to make 35-gallon
toters available. Please call 499-7738 or
499-7739 if you would like a replacement.

StopMeans…
Frequently we receive calls from residents
complaining about drivers not stopping
at stop signs. It has to be non-residents
doing this because I know that no one

MAYOR’SREPORT Dave Heilmann



ByVillage Clerk JaneM.Quinlan

The summer days are now behind us
and I am looking forward to the
beautiful autumn days ahead. The
Summer Concerts on the Village
Green were well attended and what
great people to spend an evening
with. I’m a lucky person to have met
somany nice friends inmy first 2 years
as Village Clerk.

For the past few months, the Clerk’s
Office has been busy signing up seniors for the discount
on our refuse program. The process has run smoothly and
if you have signed up and your discount has not been
reflected on your bill yet, it will be on your next quarterly
bill. Please call me at 708/499-7738with any questions on
the Senior discount.

Thank you to all of our residents that keep up their homes
and property so nicely. It is a pleasure to drive around our
town and see the effort that has been demonstrated by so
many of our residents. As the school year begins, please
be mindful of driving, especially when children are
present. The Village now has zero tolerance for speeding
around school zones. Our children are our most precious
gift and we always want to keep them safe.

The Farmer’s Market every Wednesday so far has been
wonderful. We were blessed with sunny hot days. Thank
you to all of our residents who come out and support the
vendors and for the positive comments on the Market.
The Farmer’s Market will run through Wednesday,
October 24th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

I would like to welcome our new Village Manager Larry
Deetjen to Oak Lawn. He has a good common sense out-
look on life and a tremendous resume. He will be an
asset to theVillage of Oak Lawn. A big“ thank you”to Fire
Chief Edward Folliard who was our acting Village
Manager over the past year. The Chief is a professional in
everything he does. Thank you also to all of our
employees who work hard on a daily basis and help
serve the residents of Oak Lawn.

The Clerk’s Office encourages residents to register to vote.
The process takes all of about 1 minute and all you need
to bring is a government issued ID with your current Oak
Lawn address on it. Also, the Clerk’s Office has the paper
work to acquire handicap parking placards. Please do not
hesitate to contact me with any questions. Enjoy the
beautiful fall weather.

QUINLAN’SQUOTES

in Oak Lawn would ever roll through a stop sign.
Seriously though, I suspect that everyone understands
we don't have the manpower to patrol every
intersection.But with the new school year upon us, it’s
a good time to be more mindful of traffic signs. As an
added measure, I am recommending that the Village
Board try something a little different by adding a
slightly humorous message under the stop signs at
someof our busier intersections.Hopefully thiswill get
people to make a complete stop, and maybe even
bring a smile to their faces.

What does our community stand for?
Mywife Erica and I welcomed our son Michael into this
world on May 30. He was joined a few weeks ago by
John Olejniczak, born to Alex and Theresa in August.
They both came just a few months after Mathew
Phelan,born to Tom and Sue in January.

When I think about these 3 newborn babies and the
hundreds of children born in Oak Lawn this year, I am
reminded of the tremendous responsibility we have to
make sure that our children are raised in a safe, vibrant,
and healthy environment.

As elected officials we are frequently required to
make decisions “right now” that can have long-term
impacts on our community, certainly long after we
are gone. As such, we constantly must ask ourselves
“What should our community stand for and
represent, both now and in the future?”

Recently a contractor asked how I wanted my name
to appear on a brick “Welcome to Oak Lawn” sign
planned for 95th & Pulaski. I told him that instead of
putting my name on this sign I think we should
include a statement that best describes Oak Lawn
and what we stand for, something that will serve as a
reminder of our principles for years to come.

Please take the time to share your thoughts on what
you believe makes Oak Lawn one of the finest
communities anywhere to raise a family. You can email
your ideas to my assistant Meg Gorman
at mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov or call my office at
708-499-7740.

I look forward to hearing from you, and to seeing
you and your families at our Fall on the Green
Festival on September 7-8-9.

MAYOR’SREPORT CON’T.



MANAGER’SCORNER

Fire Chief
Edward Folliard

Fire kills more than 4,000 Americans
each year and injures approximately
20,000 more. The majority of these
deaths and injuries can be avoided
by simply installing a working
smoke detector and developing an
“escape plan.” Working smoke

detectors and an escape plan are the most successful
life-saving measures a person can take to protect them-
selves and their families from the devastating effects
of fire.

In the event of a fire, time is the biggest enemy and every
second counts! Fire volume doubles every minute,
meaning a small fire grows into a big fire very quickly. In
less than 30 seconds,a small fire can get completely out of
control and within minutes enough smoke and heat can
be produced that escaping becomes difficult or even
impossible.

Working smoke detectors provide the early warning
people need to quickly recognize a fire and the “escape
plan”gives them the way out. When school resumes, one
of the first orders of business for school administrators is
to schedule evacuation drills (i.e. fire drills). Children
practice these drills regularly throughout the school year
to becomeproficient at exiting thebuilding in the event of
a fire. Yet,we very rarely ask our children to practice these
drills in our own homes, where the likelihood of having a
fire is much greater.

Developing an escape plan is easy. It’s a homework
assignment the whole family can complete together. So,
after dinner one night this week, please sit down
with your entire family and discuss what everyone’s
responsibilities are in the event of a fire. Draw a diagram
of your house, label each room and draw arrows showing
two ways out of each room. Remember, windows don’t
just let sunshine and air in but also allow people a way
out. Also, don’t forget to establish a family meeting place
outside the home.

Then,PRACTICE-PRACTICE-PRACTICE!

For assistance in developing an escape plan call the
Oak Lawn Fire Prevention Bureau at (708) 499-7825.

Chief of Police
WilliamVillanova

The Oak Lawn Police Department is proud to announce
the establishment of an Oak Lawn Citizens Police
Academy. The academy will consist of nine, 2 1/2 hour
blocks of instruction designed to give the participants
a working knowledge of the police department.

The goals of the citizen academy are simple: To provide a
stronger citizen/police relationship; to enhance the lines
of communication; and to reduce the crime in our
community.

Applicants for the Oak Lawn Citizen Police Academymust
be at least 18 years of age and need to live within the
Village of Oak Lawn. There is no cost to anyone who
enrolls, but the class size will be limited. Applications are
available at the Oak Lawn Police Desk.

For more information about the Oak Lawn Citizen Police
Academy please contact Officer Jim Pacetti of the
Community and School Relations Unit at (708) 499-7880.

Village Manager
Larry R.Deetjen CM

Dear Fellow Oak Lawn Neighbors,
It is an honor to serve as your village manager during this
exciting period of our community's history. Your Oak Lawn
village work force is committed to "raising the bar" on how
we deliver services to you and enhancing your
village quality of life.

My first 30 days in Oak Lawn will be devoted to reaching
out to the many agencies; boards and commissions;
businesses; schools; and other entities that must work
together and understand our commonmission in order to
achieve excellence.

I would like to thankMayor Heilmann and the entire Board
of Trustees for their confidence and warmth. We are all
fortunate to have local elected officials who are so
passionate about and loyal to their hometown.

Please feel free to drop in, call, or set up an appointment to
share your concerns and ideas to make our village
stronger.



AROUNDTHE 3RDDISTRICT Bob Streit
ENJOYTHE FALL
As the summer comes to an end,we are able to look
forward to another autumn season. For those of us
that are parents, it means that we are approaching
the beginning of another school year. Of course, the
area childrenwill nowbemore often found near the
schools , at our parks and simply riding bicycles
throughout our town. For that reason, I ask each

and every one of us who drives throughout town to use extra caution.

IT ISSUES
Computers, the internet and everything that comes with it have made
it easier for businesses and government to operate more efficiently. In
an effort to avoid duplication and reduce costs, theVillage of Oak Lawn
is attempting to update its technology. For the average taxpayer, it
should result in a more efficient government. Also, the technological
advances will allow us to offer services like on-line bill paying to
residents. As developments occur in this area, I will report back to you.
If you have any ideas in this regard, please feel to contact me.

2009 CELEBRATION IS AROUNDTHE CORNER

In 2009, the Village of Oak Lawn will celebrate its 100th anniversary.
I hope that we will be able to plan several special events for the
community. For those of us who have lived here our entire lives, we
have witnessed first hand the many changes throughout the years.
Now, we will take the opportunity to celebrate this milestone.
I encourage you to volunteer to be part of the festivities as the village
moves forward to the century milestone.

CONSTITUENT SERVICES
I amgrateful for the support you have shown towardmeover the years.
As I enter my seventeenth year of service as a Village Trustee, I am
reminded of the necessity to listen to the people of the district. As
always, I am available to meet with individuals or groups to discuss
issues of importance to the community. If you would like tomeet with
me to discuss any village issues, please call my office at 422-3600 or
drop me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov. As always, I am available
everyday by appointment to meet with individuals or groups to
address various concerns.

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT Alex Olejniczak
Where did the summer go? I know that there are
a lot of anxious children and happy parents look-
ing forward to the start of a new school year.
Please remember to be extra careful and watch
your speed when driving around town especially
in school speed zones. The safety of our children
is all of our responsibility.
This year the 2nd District will have 52nd Avenue
from 87th Street South to 91st Street completely

rebuilt. This street project along with the other street resurfacing
projects, curb replacements, sidewalk replacements, and three alley
pavement projects continue to improve the infrastructure of the 2nd
District by the Village.
I am the Police Department liaison for the Village and enjoy working
closely with Chief Villanova to come up with proactive solutions to
issues that the residents of Oak Lawn are concerned about. The
following programs have been designed by our Police Department to
prevent the increase of activity that theVillage of Oak Lawn is starting
to see. The first program is called SALT which stands for Seniors And

Law Enforcement Together. This program has been developed to
address Police issues that the Senior Citizens of our community may
face or have questions about. The SALT program is being introduced
to all senior citizen organizations in Oak Lawn and is designed to
educate and protect our senior citizens.
The second new program is called PAGER which stands for Parents
And Gang Education Responsibility. This program has been devel-
oped to educate parents in the Village on what they should look for
to identify if their children are being recruited by a gang or possibly
hanging around other children that have gang affiliation. This
program has been designed for parents but can be used to educate
all citizens in the Village. I do believe that it is the responsibility of all
of the residents in the Village to keep our community free of gangs.
We can accomplish this through educating ourselves, watching our
neighborhoods, and notifying the Police of any suspicious activity.
If you are interested in participating in the above mentioned
programs, please call 636-4400 and ask for Chief Bill Villanova.
It is always a pleasure communicating with you the residents of the
2nd District and the citizens of Oak Lawn. Please continue to call and
e-mail me with your concerns. I’ll see you around the neighborhood.

AROUND THE 1ST DISTRICT Jerry Hurckes

Thank you to all the volunteers who donated
their time to help distribute American Flags
across the lawns of the 1st District for the 4th of
July holiday.The community looked great with a
wonderful presentation of our Stars and Stripes.

The shopping center located at 95th and Mobile
was recently purchased and is going thru

renovations as I write this article the new owners are looking at
bringing into town, new restaurants and higher end shopping. Look
for a grand opening in late Fall.

Welcome to two new members of our Oak Lawn Community School
District #122 has hired Mr. Tom Smyth, as the new Superintendent,
and also welcome Mr. Larry Deetjen our new Village Manager for the
Village of Oak Lawn. Good Luck to both of you and as a community
we look forward to working with you both for a better Oak Lawn.

Com-ed has notified us that they will be trimming trees within the
1st District for trees under power lines. If you have any concerns
please let me know.

The Village of Oak Lawn has begun the engineering work for the
opticom system for our intersections within the Village of Oak Lawn.
This system will allow emergency vehicles right of way traffic flow,
with signal changes to move more quickly and especially more
safely through our community. With help for funding from our
Congressman,Dan Lipinski, the Village will now make our Police and
Fire Departments ever better equipped to help serve the residents of
Oak Lawn.

Every fall along with the Community Partnership Program in the
Village,we rake leaves for our seniors who have no one to assist them
in clearing their lawns for the season. If you are a senior and need
someone to assist you with your leaves please fell free to contact me
at my home to have your name added to the list of homes to be
raked this Fall, I can be reached at 599-7302.

As always, I am available for any concerns you have. Please feel free
to contact me at my home at 599-7302, or meet with me at the
Johnston Center, (9400 S Oak Park) the last Saturday of the month
from 9 a.m. to Noon.

TRUSTEE’SREPORT



AROUNDTHE4THDISTRICT Steve Rosenbaum

Let me join in welcoming our new Village
Manager, Larry Deetjen. Mr. Deetjen brings a
tremendous amount of experience to this posi-
tion. We all look forward to working with him as
the Village of Oak Lawn continues in an efficient
manner.Also thanks to Fire Chief,Ed Folliard for his
hard work as the Acting Village Manager.
Two proposed businesses have approached the

Village about opening on the Kimco Reality property at 95th and

Keeler (southeast corner). Both Sweet Tomatoes and Lumber
Liquidators have presented plans to the Village. I have reservations
about the proposals. Be advised that if these plans move forward,
I will work to minimize the encroachment into the residential area,
especially pertaining to the traffic flow issue.

Should you have any concerns, please feel free to call me at
708/346.7004. Also, watch for 4th District Neighborhood Meeting
announcements on cable TV and in the local newspapers. I hope
you will attend one of these meetings, your input is valued.

AROUNDTHE 5THDISTRICT Carol Quinlan

To begin, I want to welcome to Oak Lawn our new
Village Manager Larry Deetjen and his wife Lynn.
After a long and sometimes exhausting search, we
found a personwhowill be a wonderful asset to Oak
Lawn.

My first threemonths asTrusteehavebeenextremely
busy. I spent a lot of timemeetingwith the department heads and var-
ious employees of our Police, Fire, Public Works and Engineering
Departments. I toured several of our facilities and learned a lot about
what our employees do on a daily basis. I was very impressed not only
by their work ethics,but also their dedication to ourVillage.

As I indicated in my campaign for Trustee, alleviating the flooding
problems in our District is one of my highest priorities. I have been
meeting with the consultants who are studying the issue. After the
stormonJuly18th,I touredtheDistrictandnotedthatseveralareaswere

flooded up to the parkway, especially on Oakdale and on 105th St,
despite that fact that our detention pondon 52ndAvewas only 1/4 full.
Our consultants need some final information from the County before
they canmakea recommendation,and I amhopeful thiswill occurwith-
in the next 4-6 weeks. At that time, I will schedule a meeting with
residents of theDistrict to discuss our options.

Another important goal that I want to achieve is improving
communication with residents, especially timely and important safety
messages. As such, I recently created a “5th District Community”email
newsletter that I havebeenusing tonotify people of importantmatters.
If you are interested in joining the network, please call or send me an
email stating your name, address, and phone number. My
phone number is 708-346-7005 and my email address is
cquinlan@oaklawn-il.gov.

Please always feel free to contactmewith any questions,suggestions or
concerns that youmay have so I can better serve you. Enjoy the rest of
the summer!

AROUNDTHE 6THDISTRICT TomPhelan

First, a warm welcome to Larry (and Lynn) Deetjen,
and a sincere thanks to Fire Chief Ed Folliard for
holding down the fort while our search for a
permanent manager took place. And now for a
couple of important updates for the residents of
our neighborhood:

111th&CiceroDevelopment
We continue to work on this high priority item and recently had 2 more
prominent developers express interest in the plan.

103rd&CiceroDevelopment
With construction near completion, many people have inquired as to
who the tenants will be in the development next to the Suburban Bank
& Trust building. Final details aren’t yet available but the owner is trying
to bring in quality tenants.

School Districting
Trustee Carol Quinlan and I have determined that the current school
districting in our areas, especially the areas south of 107th Street from
Pulaski to Central, is patently unfair to the residents of these areas and,
more importantly,their children. We areworking hard to change this and
we’ll provide updates on our progress.

Flooding in our Area
Trustees Carol Quinlan and Bob Streit (Bob a former 6th District resident)
have been aggressively pursuing solutions to the flooding problems in
our area in their capacities as Public Works committee members. The
entire Board is also working closely with the MWRD to formulate a
comprehensive“fix”to this ongoing concern

Crime inOur Neighborhood
For the nearly 2,000 people in our neighborhood who receive my
weekly “Neighborhood Updates” and “Safety Alert” emails, criminal
activity in our neighborhood would seem to be on the rise. The truth is
the statistics aren’t dramatically different than prior years; it’s just that
these people are learning about incidents more quickly andmore often.
That said, the recent spate of strong-armed robberies,mostly of seniors,
is very alarming, and the police department has been devoting all
available resources to solving this problem.

Fall on theGreen:September 7-8-9
Simply the best Festival in the Southland for the last 10 years. Enough
said.

If you would like to receive my “Neighborhood Updates” and “Safety
Alert” emails please send an email with your name and address to
falo98@aol.com,or call 708-346-7006 and leave your e-mail address.



Fall on the Green 2007
Sept 7th, 8th, & 9th

Oak Lawn is getting ready…
The stage is being set.

Fall on the Green is coming...
Let’s hope we don’t get wet.

You’ll find plenty here to eat & drink...
Come sunshine or come rain.



You can make a fashion statement…
And ride our trackless train.

If you like to climb, and jump, and slide…
We do that up just right.

If live music is the thing you seek…
You’ll find it day and night.

30,000 people will be having fun…
On Oak Lawn’s Village Green.

Please help us make it 30,001…
And be sure you make this scene.



Entertainment

Oak Lawn’s Fall on the Green Festival
On the Village Green at 95th & Cook Ave.

Veolia Food Court

Dozens of Kids’Games & Activities • Arts & Crafts (Saturday & Sunday)
• Free Admission • Free Parking

(Shuttles every ¼ hour from the train station parking tower)

Day Time Performer Location

FRI 6:00 PM Last Call Budweiser Beer Garden

FRI 7:30 PM Hi Infidelity Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

FRI 9:45 PM Railroad Gin Budweiser Beer Garden

SAT 2:00 PM OLHS Band Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

SAT 2:30 PM Chancey Bros Budweiser Beer Garden

SAT 5:00 PM TheWalk-ins Budweiser Beer Garden

SAT 7:00 PM Cover Gurl Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

SAT 9:45 PM The Saints Budweiser Beer Garden

SUN 2:00 PM Chicago Rat Pack Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

SUN 3:30 PM Yard Fulla Cars Budweiser Beer Garden

SUN 5:30 PM Crawpuppies Budweiser Beer Garden

A&R Pierogi: Pierogi, polish sausage, potato pancakes

Bo's: Hamburgers, Italian sausage, corn dogs

Brother Rice Father’s Club: Hamburgers, corn-on-
the-cob, pickles

Christensen's: Popcorn, sno-cones, lemon shake-up

Culver's: Ice cream, chicken tenders, cheese curds

Genoa’s: Italian sausage & beef, ribeye sandwiches,
cheese sticks, nachos

Gourmet Delights: Funnel cakes, chicken pitas, rib
sandwiches

Jalapeno Rock: Tacos, burritos, nachos & guacamole
J&S Concessions: Hot dogs, bloomin' onion, cream puff

Longhorn Steakhouse: Steak kabobs, BBQ chicken
New China Express: Oriental chicken (orange, teriyaki &
sweet 'n sour)

O'Brian's: Philly cheese steak, chicken pita, pork
tenderloin sandwiches

Orland Meat Market: Pork souflaki, baklava, Greek
sausage

Palermo's: Pizza (cheese, sausage & pepperoni)

Phil's Pizza: Pizza

The Malt Shoppe: Ice cream, floats, smoothies

Westmont Brat House: Brats, corn dogs, chicken
strips

Friday, Sept. 7th: 6pm - Midnight • Saturday, Sept. 8th: 11am - Midnight
Sunday, Sept. 9th: 11am - 8pm

City Beverage/Chicago



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT
87th Street Market Place – 87th and Cicero
87th Street Market Place is getting a $4 million dollar face-lift according to Stephen Kant of
Robin Realty & Management Company. The renovation project includes beautiful land-
scaping improvements along Cicero Avenue and throughout the shopping center that has
perennials imbedded with boulders at the end of the parking aisles to improve parking
issues along with new building facades. Negotiations between X-Sport Fitness and L.A.
Fitness are currently underway which will replace Aronson Furniture and will provide our
community with a great fitness experience at a tremendous value. Also, Taco Bell will
undergo a major building renovation this fall, so look for the new prototype by year’s end.

David’s Bridal – 5020W. 95th Street
The Village of Oak Lawn is proud to announce the opening of David’s Bridal, one of the
nation’s largest bridal retailers in the country.Owner Harry Majors has taken the old“Indian
Chief Motorcycle” store and constructed a building of ambiance and flair. David’s Bridal is
committed to offering quality, affordable fashions to satisfy the style of any bride. Aside
from bridal gowns,David’s Bridal offers a wide selection of bridal party and special occasion
dresses as well as gifts, bridal services and accessories. The David’s Bridal store is open
Monday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.; on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m.; and on Sundays from 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Dunkin Donuts – 5115 Museum Drive
Dunkin Donuts has opened a new store located at 95th & Museum Drive just east of the
train station. Founded in 1950, today Dunkin' Donuts is the number one retailer of hot
regular coffee-by-the-cup in America, selling 2.7 million cups a day, nearly one billion cups
a year. Dunkin' Donuts is also the largest coffee and baked goods chain in the world and
sells more hot regular coffee, iced coffee, donuts, and bagels than any other quick service
restaurant in America. Dunkin' Donuts has more than 7,200 franchised restaurants in 31
countries worldwide. It's all the delicious details that make Dunkin' Donuts a daily ritual for
millions of people.Store manager Anis will greet you in themorning with a hot“cup-of-Joe”
and a warm smile.

COMING SOON!
Sweet Tomatoes – 95th & Keeler (West of Kmart)
Branded as Souplantation in Southern California and as Sweet Tomatoes in Northern
California, the Midwest, East Coast regions and now Oak Lawn, the concept is to provide
fresh,made-from-scratch,wholesome and high-quality foods at an affordable all-you-care-
to eat price in a fast casual dining environment. Sweet Tomatoes specializes in soups and
salads featuring all natural ingredients. The menu is built around freshly made, great-tast-
ing and nutritious recipes showcased on a 55-foot salad bar laden with fresh, seasonal
produce and tossed salads prepared exhibition-style every 20 minutes. The unlimited
selection also features made-from-scratch soups, hot pastas, hand-crafted muffins,
Focaccia, breads, and desserts which provide guests with a wide variety of both healthy
foods and delicious indulgences. Opening is scheduled in early 2008.

Chipotle – Bell Plaza – 6230West 95th Street
That’s right all you Chipotle lovers, Chipotle Mexican Grill will open shop in the old Plass
Appliance Store in the Bell Plaza located at 6230 West 95th Street. The nationwide burrito
chain known for its chunky guacamole and large burritos will also have outdoor seating.
Chipolte Mexican Grill offers a focused menu of burritos, tacos and salads. Opening is
scheduled for February 2008. Alan Kaplan, President of Repak Real Estate Development
stated,“Renovations to the property has commenced and when completed Bell Plaza will
have an eye-catching appeal that is sure to attract new retailers”.



SENIOR HAPPENINGS

Monday, September 17th at 10 a.m.
The Center for Hearing from Advocate Christ
Medical Center will present information about the
difficulties of hearing loss and how to improve your
quality of life through better communication strate-
gies.

Friday, October 5th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Saturday,October 6th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Senior Council Rummage Sale will take place. For
those wishing to donate items you may do so the
Wednesday and Thursday prior to the sale.

Wednesday,October 10th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m
Maxim Healthcare will be administering flu and
pneumonia vaccines. Preregistration is required.

Friday,October 12th "It's a Luau".
Doors open at 11:30 a.m. The hula performance will
begin at 1 p.m. followed by lunch. Youmay purchase
a ticket for $5.00 at the Center and seating is limited.

Monday,October 15th at 10 a.m.
Entertainer Ryan Petermann.

Tuesday, November 6th from 9 a.m. to Noon
Secretary of State will conduct a Rules of the Road
Review. The course is designed to give drivers the

knowledge and confidence to pass a drivers license
renewal exam. Preregistration is required.

Monday, 19th at 10 a.m.
Multi-Instrumentalist Johnny Gary will perform. The
tickets to the December Christmas party will be
given out after the program.

Monday,December 10th at 10 a.m.
Entertainer Edizon Dayao will provide all themusical
favorites. Lunch will be served thanks to the Senior
Council and a ticket is required.

Let's not forget that on the last Thursday of every
month at 10:30 a.m. it is Box Lunch Day. The cost is
only $3.00 thanks to the help of our local sponsors
and a ticket is required.The upcoming sponsors are:

September:
Little Company of Mary Home Base Services
October: M & D Labs - Prosthetic Needs
November: Southwest Denture Center

For details on any of the programs at the
Senior Center you may call 499-0240 or stop by for a
schedule of events at 5330West 95 Street.

The Senior Center is a vital part of the Village of Oak
Lawn. Not only is it a wonderful recreational facility
but it is also a great resource center. Assistance is
available for many federal and state programs such
as Circuit Breaker, Cook County Senior Tax Freeze,
Medicare, Social Security and so much more. But if
it's fun you're looking for, look no further. Programs

offered include bridge, pinochle, canasta, rummikub,
chess and movies. Also available for those on the
move are two exercise classes and line dancing.

Each month programs are added to the regular
schedule of events. Following are the upcoming
events:



OAK LAWN RECYCLES!
Congratulations Oak Lawn! In just the first three months that we have been using the
green recycling toters our recycling has increased by almost 25%. This not only helps the
environment, but it dramatically improves the cleanliness and beauty of our Village.

BEFORE AFTER

“Throwing recyclables into the garbage is like throwingmoney into the garbage.”

Notes:
1. All containers should be emptied and rinsed clean.
2. No motor oil, insecticide, herbicide or hazardous chemical containers.
3. No plastic bags – instead reuse or return to grocery or department stores.
4. No plastic sheets or tarps.
5. No window glass, auto glass, dinnerware or ceramics.

Fall Leaf Collection Program

The fall leaf collection program will run from October 15th until December 15th, which is about two weeks
longer than in previous years. Leaf bags will be available at Village Hall again this year and you can also use
brown paper (Kraft) leaf bags.

Senior Citizen Discount

More than 2,000 senior citizens took advantage of the Senior Discount that the Village Board negotiated
with Veolia, and about half of those seniors have opted for the 65-gallon refuse toter instead of the
blue 95-gallon toter. If you are a senior (65 years of age or older) you may contact the Clerk's Office at
(708) 499-7738 to sign up for the senior citizen discount.

Just as importantly, the Village receives 50% of the proceeds generated from recycling
and in just the last 3 months our share was nearly $44,000. A 25% increase is a great start,

but we believe we can get that number closer to 50%, so let’s all do our part.

RECYCLABLE MATERIALS ACCEPTED
CONTAINERS: PAPER FIBER:

Aluminum & steel tins, cans, trays & foil Newspaper, cardboard, and paper bags
Milk, juice, soda, and water bottles and cartons Magazines, catalogs and telephone books
Glass bottles and jars Soda & beer can carrying cases
Detergent & fabric softener containers Junk mail & envelopes
Health & beauty aids and household cleaning containers Paper back books
Margarine, yogurt, syrup, ketchup,mustard containers, etc.
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The first summer
after my election
there was a drought.
The second summer
there were floods.
The third summer
brings the 17-year
cicadas. I’m start-
ing to think it’s me.

More seriously, though, I write this in the
wake of the horrible shootings at
Virginia Tech and on the anniversary of
the 1967 tornado that claimed 33 lives
in Oak Lawn, which brings to mind the
importance of safety in our community:

The safety and happiness of society
are the objects to which all political
institutions aim, and to which such
institutions must be sacrificed.

–James Madison 

To me, there is no issue more important 
than our own personal safety, because
without it,everything else is meaningless.
Safe neighborhoods lead to a stable
community, and a stable community
will attract more and more families,
leading to a growing and prosperous
Village.

With this in mind, we made a dedicated 
effort to improve our public safety over 
the last 2 years. We hired additional
police and fire personnel, purchased a
new fire engine, ambulance, and several 
police cars, and we re-instituted fire
safety inspections and fire prevention 
programs. We built a new fire 
department training tower,are revamping
our 911 Center, and we will be installing
the Opticon system that enables emer-

gency vehicles to change stoplights
when responding to calls.

Fortunately we have been able to do
these things without any tax increases,
due largely to changing many outdated
and costly processes. One example is
that we increased our non-resident
ambulance collections by more than $1
million. Our belief was that better busi-
ness practices would result in improved
government services and lower taxes,
and we are seeing evidence of this at
every turn.

We also worked to improve communica-
tions with our residents and businesses,
as early warnings and effective 
communication are critically important
to our public safety. Common tools we
use in this regard are weather-related
emergency alerts (sirens, TV, radio) and
our Reverse 911 system that notifies all
residents by phone. We also send a 
bi-monthly email newsletter,
A Community United, to almost 
1,500 Oak Lawn homes, and often
included are safety tips and other useful
information.

In addition, we started our Emergency E-
mail Safety Alert Program whereby
emergency notices are immediately
sent out via email. Whether an alert
about a criminal act, or a child predator
near a school, or other kinds of 
emergency situations, by keeping you
informed and working together we can
do much to improve our safety. The fact
that both our Police Chief (Bill Villanova)
and our Fire Chief (Ed Folliard) are 
long-time residents who care 
passionately about our safety makes

MAYOR’SREPORT  Dave Heilmann



By Village Clerk Jane M. Quinlan

As my 2nd anniversary as Village Clerk
is upon us, I truly feel a sense of what
it takes for Oak Lawn to move into the
future, hard work and dedication
being a good start. The thrill of 
positive progress gets the spirits 
rising. Having a good relationship
with so many different entities in Oak
Lawn has been a goal of mine and
achieving that has been rewarding.

Since the day I became Clerk, the Oak Lawn Police
Department has invited me to attend and speak at all of
our D.A.R.E (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) and
E.D.G.E (Education For Gang Evasion) programs in the
Village. These are programs that make our young 
people (5th to 8th grade) aware of the consequences of
drugs, alcohol, smoking, gangs and violence. Our Police
Officers’ dedication is above and beyond what I have
ever seen. Our officers are making a lasting impact on
our future leaders (our children). At the end of these
presentations, a few students are selected to read their
essays. It is amazing how the students have grasped the
concept of what it means to make a smart decision.
Thank you to Chief Bill Villanova and Officer Jim Pacetti
for making this program possible.

The April 17th Consolidated Election is behind us now
and we had 559 early voters in the Village Hall. Again,
the touch screen machines gave us no problems.
Oak Lawn was one of the 32 early voting centers in 
suburban Cook County. Voter registration is now open.
For details contact me at 708/499-7738.

The 2007 Farmer’s Market will begin June 6th and 
continue every Wednesday (except for July 4th) until
October 24th from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We have
extended the time this year, so our residents can take
full advantage of the Market. The Market will be held in
the north parking lot of the Village Hall. Again we will
feature fruits, vegetables, bedding plants, potted 
flowers, breads, bagels, spices, olives and several 
specialty vendors. Dotsie the Clown and her face 
painting will be back and also Christensen’s popcorn
wagon featuring their famous lemon shake-ups.
A lunch of hot dogs and chips will be offered by our
local scouts and also the soothing music of the big band
era. Hope for good weather and I am looking forward to
meeting with all.

QUINLAN’SQUOTES

this cooperative effort that much easier. I can’t
emphasize strongly enough the importance of
signing up for our  e-newsletter and safety alerts
(call 499-7740 or email mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov).
Several months ago a child was kidnapped in
Kirkwood, Mo and, after a tip from one individual,
the police were able to quickly find the child and
another who had been missing for years. If a situa-
tion like this happened in Oak Lawn and we could
quickly send an emergency alert to thousands of
homes, it could end up saving a life.

Closer to home, just recently an Oak Lawn police
officer arrested a registered sex offender in a local
park where he was seen hanging around children.
We put this notice out to our residents and almost 
immediately another person came forward and
identified this person as someone who wasn’t 
supposed to be living in this area.

And while we want to enhance the ways we can
communicate with you through the use of 
technology, any communication can be vital. A few
weeks ago,Trustee Olejniczak received a complaint 
from a resident about potential drug dealing.
Almost immediately a police undercover tactical
team made a call to the dealer, set up a cocaine
delivery, and subsequently participated in a 
“hand-to-hand” exchange with the dealer, with an
undercover police officer posing as an addict.
A hand-to-hand delivery is one of the most 
dangerous situations a police officer will
encounter, and after the exchange a number of
people were arrested and taken into custody.

Simply put, timely communication and 
cooperation between residents and our village
government resulted in the removal of cocaine
dealers from our streets.

As we head into the summer I hope you have
great Mother’s and Father’s Days and enjoyable
graduation celebrations. It's an exciting time for
my  own family as we await the birth of our 3rd
child this  month. So if you have a complaint in
June and find that I'm a little cranky, it’s probably
because I was up all night with the baby.

Enjoy your summer, and stay safe.

MAYOR’SREPORT CON’T.



MANAGER’SCORNER

Village Manager & Fire Chief -
Edward Folliard 

Tornado Safety 
On April 21, 1967 a tornado struck
our community leaving in its wake
damage never seen before in 
Oak Lawn. Many buildings were
damaged or destroyed and over 20
residents of our community lost their
lives, including many children.

Although a small percentage of tornadoes actually strike
occupied buildings, people usually are injured or killed
when they do. You can reduce the likelihood of injury by
being “ALERT” and mindful of severe weather and by
watching The Weather Channel or listening to the radio.

If a tornado WARNING is issued, it means a tornado has
been spotted in the area and you should immediately do
the following:

1. Account for all family members.
2. Take shelter immediately.
3. Go to the lowest level of the home, ideally a small 

interior room away from windows.
4. If possible crawl under something sturdy.
5. If possible, use blankets or mattresses to protect 

yourself from flying debris.
6. Have First-aid kits and radios on hand.

Village Civil Engineer -Jack Gallagher

After over 30 years of living in Oak
Lawn I have been presented with an
excellent opportunity to serve the
Village as Civil Engineer. I have a lot of
great memories growing up in St. Linus
Parish with my brother Kevin and sister
Sue, and going to Marist High School.
I received my Civil Engineering degree

from the University of Illinois and I am a licensed
Professional Engineer in the State of Illinois. Prior to 
joining the Village in early April, I spent 7 years with
Edwards and Kelcey (now Jacobs Engineering) and 
7 years with Weston Solutions, both engineering and
infrastructure firms. I expect that my life long familiarity of
Oak Lawn will be a great complement to my engineering
background and will help me to effectively serve the
Village. I look forward to working with the people of Oak
lawn who I’ve grown to know over the years, and to 
meeting many others along the way.

Bicycle Safety  - Dos and Don’ts

DO 
• Ride with traffic, keeping right.
• Obey all traffic regulations.
• Use proper signals for turning 

and stopping.
• Stop and look both ways 

before entering street.
• Walk your bike across streets 

at corners.
• Use headlights and red taillight 

when riding at night.
• Wear protective gear.

DON’T 
• Show-off. Keep hands on 

handlebars.
• Zigzag, race, or stunt-ride in   

traffic.
• Hitch rides on cars or trucks.
• Carry large packages.

Use a carrier.
• Ride against traffic.
• Wear dark clothing at night.
• Tailgate or ride too closely to 

cars or trucks.

• To memorize their name,
phone, and address including 
city and state.

• To refrain from going to 
anyone’s house without your   
permission.

• To avoid walking or playing 
alone.

• To run to a neighbor, public 
place, or safe-house if they feel 
they are being followed

• To tell you if anyone has asked 
them to keep a secret.

• To tell you if anyone has offered 
them money or asked them to 
take a picture.

Teach Your Children:

Police Chief - William Villanova

IT Director - Mary Jane Kennedy 

It has already been three months since 
I became part of the Oak Lawn IT
department. I can’t say enough about 
how wonderful the OL employees
have been in making me feel 
welcome. Thank you so much. My 
husband and I have been Oak Lawn
residents since we married over 30
years ago. It was a great place to raise

our 3 children.We were so fortunate to have a library that
really encouraged little ones to read and love reading, a
park district with programs for every level and every inter-
est, and schools that prepared them well both academi-
cally and personally for life after their 
St. Gerald years. My education includes an NIU under-
graduate and UIC masters degree followed by many
evenings and summers spent taking computer and 
networking classes. Formerly  a Marist High School
teacher and Computer Science Department Head, I left
teaching for the challenges of corporate America.
Whether my role was trainer, application developer,
consultant or IT manager, my goal has always been to
make people comfortable with technology and provide
them with the proper tools and training. And speaking
English rather than “techie talk” is usually the key. I am
very excited to have the opportunity to work in my own
community and help Oak Lawn residents and employees
use technology to make their lives easier. Some changes
that you can expect in the near future area newlydesigned
website, on-line bill paying capabilities, and further
improved methods of communication to bring OL events
into your homes.



AROUND THE 3RD DISTRICT Bob Streit

Public Works Committee
As Chairman of the Public Works Committee, I can
report that we are looking forward toward proj-
ects that must be completed. Unfortunately, I
often have to mention two projects that we con-
tinue to work diligently with the Metropolitan

Water Reclamation District to complete. The dredging of Stony Creek
and the rerouting of Melvina Ditch are the two biggest projects that
would have the greatest impact on relieving the flooding in Oak
Lawn and our neighboring communities. We have tried to elicit the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD) for a timetable on
completion of these projects. As I’ve stated before, it is the MWRD
that is responsible for these projects that can alleviate flooding. We
will continue to push the MRWD to address its duties and alleviate
the flooding. As a taxing body, the MWRD owes our community its
best efforts to alleviate problems.

In addition, we continue toward modernizing the water meters in an
effort to make our water delivery to our residents more cost efficient.
As we seek to eliminate waste here in the Village, we are also study-
ing the water delivery system to other towns and the impact of 

increased maintenance costs. Poorly written legal contracts in the
past have made some of the Village’s efforts difficult in renegotiating
contracts and passing the rightful cost on to the other towns. This is
an issue that I discussed as long ago as 1993, when I was only on the
board for a short period of time. While that position was ridiculed at
the time, it now appears to be the consensus of the village board that
other villages are not paying their fair share for our water system.
While the problem never went away, new faces and a fresh look at old
problems will hopefully resolve this issue. The Public Works
Committee meets on the third Thursday of each at month 7:30 PM at
the Village Hall in the Gilbert Auditorium to discuss these and other
glamorous subjects such as waste hauling. Public participation is
encouraged.

Constituent Services
I am grateful for the support you have shown toward me over the
years. As I enter my seventeenth year of service as a Village Trustee, I
am reminded of the necessity to listen to the people of the district. As
always, I am available to meet with individuals or groups to discuss
issues of importance to the community. If you would like to meet
with me to discuss any village issues, please call my office at 422-3600
or drop me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov. As always, I am avail-
able everyday by appointment to meet with individuals or groups to
address various concerns.

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT Alex G. Olejniczak
Spring is here!  Remember to keep a watchful eye for
more children on their bikes and playing outside. Our
children are our most greatest and precious assets. It
is each of our responsibilities to keep them safe by 
ollowing the posted speed limits. One of the biggest
concerns of the residents is the traffic flow and speed
of vehicles driving through the neighborhoods. Lets
each make an effort to watch our speed and be safe.

I would like to thank the Public Works Division for the excellent job of 
clearing the streets of snow and ice this past winter. They faced many 
challenges with some big storms and did a tremendous job making sure
the streets were in a safe condition for driving.

Again, I enjoyed meeting many residents to discuss their issues and 
concerns from sidewalks to unwanted activity in their neighborhood.
Most recently a group of concerned neighbors came to me and identi-
fied an issue of illegal activity in their neighborhood. With the advice
and quick response of the Oak Lawn Police Department these activities
were eliminated. It is a credit to these residents and the Oak Lawn Police
Department and their willingness to make a difference to keep Oak Lawn
a great place to live and raise a family.

I hope everyone enjoys the warmer weather and remembers to be safe.
If you have any questions, concerns or if you would like to meet with me
please reach me by phone at (708) 346-7002 or by e-mail at 
aolejniczak@oaklawn-il.gov.

See you around the neighborhood!

AROUND THE DISTRICT 1 Jerry Hurckes
Re-development in the 1st District is once again at
the forefront of activity. The Plass Appliance Store
and Blockbuster Video Store have both relocated
their stores and have closed the facilities on 95th
and Mobile. I have been in contact with the Strip
Center owner and they have some new ideas for
that corner that involves new updated facilities
and newer stores to serve our community. Look
for a new restaurant and others upscale stores in

this area. The Panda Express at 95th and Melvina has opened and the
new Target is finally open and both are serving Oak Lawn residents and
generating sales tax.

Congratulations to Westside Baseball and Oak Lawn Baseball and their
Presidents, Al Quillin and Dave Conrad on very successful opening day
programs. These two baseball programs serve over 2000 children in
our community and both organizations do a great job teaching our
children the concept of good sportsmanship.

As you can see traveling around the 1st District, new bigger, taller
homes are being built, where smaller homes once stood. As this con-
tinues, flooding problems continue to get worse. I introduced 
legislation at the Village Board that will mandate new homes to 

automatically have rear and side lot drainage installed so new home
construction water will no longer have an effect on the existing homes.

Starting May 1st the entire Village of Oak Lawn will have a new refuge
waste pick up service. Veolia (our new garbage hauler) was the lowest
bidder on the new contract that was put out to bid earlier this year. I
supported this contract because it also included a $1 dollar discount
for our seniors, but I could not vote for this contract because it man-
dated that residents in the entire Village buy two new garbage cans
(toters) at a cost of over $3.00 a month for over 4 and _ years which
adds up to over $160 dollars. I believed that the toters should be
optional not mandated and for this reason I voted no on this contract.
I supported the lowest bid and senior discount, but I could not support
mandating the entire Village to buy unneeded carts.

School is ending shortly and graduations are numerous, I would like to
congratulate all those graduates who have worked so hard and wish
them well on the next level of education they pursue. Good Luck.
Finally the Trustee Is In program is a permanent meeting time for resi-
dents to have their concerns answered or issues discussed with me
personally. We meet on the last Saturday of the month at the Johnston
Center 9400 S. Oak Park from 9 a.m. to Noon. If you need immediate
assistance, please feel free to contact me at my home at (708) 599-7302
or email at Hurckes@Hotmail.com.

TRUSTEES’REPORTS



AROUND THE 4TH DISTRICT Steve Rosenbaum

Now that the Target store has opened at 95th and
Keeler Avenue, the Village has erected temporary
barricades and installed signage to limit traffic
flow through the area near the store, commonly
referred to as Crawford Gardens.After a reasonable
time period, listening to all affected individuals,
entities and staff recommendations, the Village
Board will make a decision on the nature of which

traffic control plans should be implemented to meet the goal of limit-
ing vehicular traffic in that heavily congested area. Any plan will have
some detractors, but the Board is committed to identifying the most
effective measure to address the issue.

One of the major aspects in rounding out the health care services at
Advocate Christ Hospital will be the construction of the Ronald
McDonald House at 93rd and Kostner Avenue. This will be only the
4th such facility built in Chicagoland. This partnership with Advocate
Christ Medical Center/Hope  Hospital will provide a tremendous serv-
ice to those families receiving needed quality medical care. The facil-
ity is designed to fit into the surrounding green space.

The next scheduled 4th District Meeting is Tuesday, May 29th at
Salem United Church, 9717 S. Kostner Avenue. the meeting begins at
7:30 P.M. All meeting announcements are listed in local newspapers
and on Cable TV. You can reach me at 708-346-7004

AROUND THE  5TH DISTRICT  Carol Quinlan

To begin I want to thank you for the opportunity to
serve the community where I was born and raised,
and where I chose to raise my own family. It is truly a
humbling experience and I can assure you that I will
not take the responsibility lightly. I also want to 
thank outgoing Trustee Marge Joy for her years 
of dedicated service and wish her the best in 

her retirement.

During my campaign for Trustee I met or spoke with more than 1,000 5th
District residents. Without question the three biggest issues that arose
from those discussions were:

The improvement of the Village’s finances
The flooding problems in our area
The 111th & Cicero development

I am committed to working with the Mayor, Board of Trustees, and Village
staff on these issues and I can assure you that I will work hard to see them
through. I also heard from many residents who were unhappy with the
school districting in our area and I will make that one of my priorities.

Putting it simply, it is my sincere hope that my fellow board members and
I will work together to improve the lives of all Oak Lawn residents. And like
others in this issue of the Outlook, I want to wish each of you a safe and
happy summer,and I greatly look forward to serving as your Trustee.

AROUND THE  6TH DISTRICT  Tom Phelan

As we head into the summer months, I would like 
to update everyone on some matters that are 
important to our District. With the passing of the 
SD 125 referendum it looks like the threatened sale
of Lawn Manor Park has been averted for now.
However, I am committed to pursuing  this matter
further as it relates to the larger issue of  school 

districting in our area, and I have already had discussions about this 
with 5th District Trustee Carol Quinlan, whose constituents are 
similarly affected.

You will read later in this issue about the status of the 111th & Cicero
development, which includes a comprehensive water retention study
that we hope might prevent the flooding problems that frequently occur 
in our area.On the flooding issue,our Public Works employees have been
spending considerable time inspecting, cleaning and de-rooting our 
sanitary mains, cleaning or rebuilding our storm basins, and replacing or
repairing problem water mains.

The Village resurfaced several streets in the District, the most significant
ones being Dean, Keeler and stretches of 105th St. This year 
large-scale resurfacing will take place on Stillwell and certain stretches of

Kenton, and other problem areas will receive significant patch work.
We also made significant landscaping improvements to our 
neighborhood, including the planting of almost 50 new parkway trees.
And this summer we’ll add new flowers, irrigation systems, and lighting
on 111th Street between Tripp and Kostner.

On a different issue, the Mayor wrote at length in his report about our
focus on Safety in the Village.He specifically referenced an incident where
an  Oak Lawn police officer apprehended a registered sex offender.That
officer, Jerry Ashe, lives in our District and frequently patrols our 
neighborhood streets. A sincere thanks to Jerry and the rest of the
OLPD for making sure our neighborhoods remain safe.

Finally, I want to again encourage everyone to sign up for my
Neighborhood Updates e-newsletter that I send to almost 1,500 people in
our area (send a note to falo98@aol.com). It was through this email
newsletter that we received a tip - from someone who read about Jerry
Ashe apprehending the sex offender - that the sex  offender was illegally
living in the area.

Have a safe and enjoyable summer, and remember to mark your 
calendars for our Sunday Night Summer Concerts and Fall on the
Green Festival that you will read more about later in this issue.



WELCOME VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
OAK LAWN’S NEW WASTE HAULER

Our Public Works Committee undertook the process
of competitively bidding our waste- hauling con-
tract, which had not been done in more than 10
years. In addition to looking for basic services, the
committee also wanted the hauler to provide a
Senior Discount, to split the proceeds of recycling
50/50 with the Village, and to provide Village resi-
dents with “Toters” (wheeled and covered cans) for
both their garbage and their recyclables.

We received bids from 5 qualified waste haulers and
Veolia Environmental Services was the low bidder,
with the next lowest bidder nearly $3.00 more per
household per month. When we added Veolia’s per

household charge for the two toters - a 96-gallon
garbage container and a 64-gallon recyclable 
container - the Veolia price with toters was still less
than the next lowest bidder without toters. So 
effectively we felt that each resident was going to get
two brand-new toters for free.

It’s also important to note that during this process
we discovered that our previous waste hauler, Waste
Management, was not paying the Village our fair
share of recyclable proceeds. Our Mayor and Village
Treasurer met with Waste Management officials to
correct this problem and to date we have received
almost $60,000 in reparations.

1) Will my garbage pick-up day remain the same? 
Yes, the pick-up days will remain the same, and containers should be placed out by 5:30 am on the day of collection,
but not before 5:30 pm the night before. And as before, your garbage pick-up will be delayed one day during the
week of the following holidays: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving & Christmas.

2) When will the toters be delivered to my home? 
The two toters - a 96-gallon blue garbage container and a 64-gallon green recyclable container - will be delivered to
homes beginning May 14th, and it will take 3-4 weeks for Veolia to complete deliveries to all of our residents.

3) Why toters?
Toters are bigger, easier to handle (on wheels), and have proven to greatly reduce rodent, insect, and litter problems.
Almost all of our neighboring communities – Chicago, Evergreen Park, Chicago Ridge, Bridgeview, and Merrionette
Park – use toters and have seen very positive results. Our new toters will help us keep our Village clean and likely lead
to an increase in recycling.

4) Are there any changes in the types of garbage that will be collected? 
No. All containerized garbage will be collected each week. In addition, one large bulk item (e.g. chair, sofa, mattress,
etc.) will be collected each week, and old carpeting will be picked up if it’s tied-up in 4' rolls.

5) What about “problem” items like appliances, car tires, etc.
They will also be collected free of charge, but you will need to call Veolia to schedule a pick-up for these items.
You will find their contact info at the end of this section.

6) Are there any items that won’t be picked-up?
Yes. Auto parts, construction waste, pools, decks, sheds, chemicals, paints, etc.

7) What about yard waste?
Yard waste will continue to be picked-up from April 1st to November 30th of each year. Yard waste includes grass 
clippings, leaves, garden waste, flowers, twigs, and tree limbs that are less than 4" in diameter and no longer than 
4' in length. You can use Kraft paper bags or containers marked with “Yard Waste” stickers which are available at 
Village Hall. Yard waste will not be accepted in plastic bags, although you can continue to use the Oak Lawn Leaf
Program bags for leaf disposal.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About Garbage Pick-Up



8) Why should I recycle? 
In addition to improving our environment, the Village receives 50% of all proceeds from the sale of our recyclables,
which could add up to more than $200,000 per year. That’s money that can be used to keep your taxes down.

9) What types of materials can I recycle?
Amazingly, almost everything you can’t put into a garbage disposal can be recycled, including:

•  MIXED PAPERS: Newspapers, cereal and dry food boxes, magazines & catalogues, telephone books, direct mail,
corrugated gift boxes, paper grocery bags, etc.

•  CARDBOARD
•  METAL: Aluminum, tin, steel, etc.
•  GLASS: Clear, amber, and green glass
•  PLASTIC: Plastic is a near-universal material used in household goods, like milk and water jugs, beverage bottles,

packaging, broken toys and games, etc.

10) Do I need to separate recyclables or prepare them in any way?
There is no need to separate types of recyclables from other recyclable material, but recyclables, garbage and yard
waste must be kept separate from each other. In other words, all recyclables can be mixed together in the recyclable
toters and/or other recyclable containers. There is also no limit to the amount of recyclables that may be placed out
for collection. However, it is always a good idea to rinse any recyclables of food or other matter that might attract
insects and rodents.

11) Are we required to use the toters? 
We strongly encourage all residents to use their toters to help keep our neighborhoods free of rodents and debris.
However, you can continue to use your current containers as well. And remember, the Village receives 50% of all
recyclable proceeds, giving everyone the power to help keep our taxes low, so PLEASE RECYCLE!!

12) Who owns the toters?  
Technically Veolia “owns” the toters during the life of the 4 1/2 year contract, and they will replace stolen toters and
repair damaged ones during this time. At the end of the contract the toters become the property and responsibility
of our residents.

13) What is the cost per-household of the new program? 
The cost of the program, including the 2 toters, is $19.95 per month per household, $18.26 per month for homeown-
ers of record who are 65 and older (Senior Discount).

14) I am a Senior. How do I apply for the Senior Discount? 
By mailing or faxing to Veolia (contact info at bottom of this page) a copy of a valid ID and an Oak Lawn utility bill.
Seniors who apply before June 30th will have their discounts pro-rated to May 1st. Applications received after June
30th will have the discount applied to the following quarter.

15) I am a Senior and I would like to get the Senior Discount ASAP, but I don’t have a fax or a copy
machine. Can you help?
Yes. Bring your ID and a copy of your utility bill to Village Clerk Jane Quinlan’s office at Village Hall (94th & Raymond,
2nd FL) and you can take care of the process there. Her phone number is 708-499-7738.

For answers to other questions, or if you have problems with your garbage pick-up, representatives at 
Veolia Environmental Service are ready to assist you. Please contact them directly at:

Veolia Environmental Service
1525 Kautz Road, Suite 1000

West Chicago, IL  60185
PH: 708-409-9700
FAX: 708-450-9179

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About Garbage Pick-Up  (cont.)



AL’S BEEF / NANCY’S PIZZA 5128 W. 95th Street
The Village of Oak Lawn captures the essence of Chicago style beef sandwiches and
Chicago stuffed pizza at Al’s Beef and Nancy’s Pizza. Dan Tomaszewski, restaurant 
manager of Al’s Beef/Nancy’s Pizza in Oak Lawn said, “Everything has been working out
extremely well. We offer specialty pizzas with 4 different types of crust which are not
offered at other Nancy Pizza locations. All our customers have been coming in and having
a good time.” Don’t forget to try the BIG AL BEEF SANDWICH!  It is worth the stop!  

PLUTO’S 10341 S. Cicero Avenue
Pluto’s is another great addition to the Village. Debra Bylak, Team Leader, has been 
excited about the public’s reception to Pluto’s. Debra stated,“People love our food. We offer
different soups daily, homemade chili, great burgers and an awesome grilled chicken 
sandwich. All food is made to order”. An official Grand Opening will be held mid-summer.

LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE 9530 Pulaski Avenue     
Longhorn Steakhouse brings the best of the West and created its tradition in Oak Lawn with
their quality steaks served in an atmosphere where you can relax and unwind. Longhorn
uses only the finest quality beef, chicken, pork, seafood and grills each item to order.
The burgers are thick and juicy and the salads are freshly made.

LA JOLI MODE 5201 W. 95th Street 
La Joli Mode carries modern, traditional and elegant bridal gowns, bridesmaid's dresses,
dresses for special occasions and designer imports. It’s a one-stop shop that also sells veils,
tiaras, foundation garments, slips, shoes, jewelry and garters. Elle Mundo, store manager
replies,“We at La Joli Mode would like to thank our customers from the Southland for giving
us the opportunity to service all our Brides and Prom Girls this season”.

OAK LAWN MEDICAL CENTER 108th & Cicero Avenue
The Village of Oak Lawn is looking forward to the opening of the Oak Lawn Medical Center, a
state-of-the-art facility which will house tenants that include but not limited to an Imaging
Center, Cardiology, Hanger Prosthetics and a Sleep Center for “sleep apnea”. Matthew
Campbell, owner of “Med Properties”said: “We are very excited about being in Oak Lawn and
our state-of-the-art facility. 85% of the facility has been leased out, there are over 100 parking
spaces to accommodate patients and the building is scheduled to open in September 2007.”

BANK OF AMERICA 95th & Keeler Ave.
We are very excited that our community will be expanding to include Bank of America.
Bankof America is one of the world's largest financial institutions and offers a full range of
banking, investing, asset management and other financial and risk-management products
and services. Bank of America is in the process of merging with La Salle Bank and will con-
tinue to uphold the tradition and values of customer service.

TARGET 4120 W. 95th Street
We are proud to welcome Target to our community. In addition to offering the latest in
trend-right merchandise, Target also brings a 45-year tradition of community involvement.
Whether visiting our Target store or shopping online at Target.com you will enjoy a fun and
convenient shopping experience with access to thousands of unique and highly 
differentiated items. Did you know that there is a Starbucks and Pizza Hut inside the store?

CITIBANK, N.A. 5102 W. Museum Drive
We are very pleased to welcome Citibank to the Oak Lawn area to provide banking services
to our entire community. The branch provides a range of services, including personal
accounts and computer banking, investment services and mortgages. Branch manager Dan
Gaddis is happy to be here. He stated,“Things are great. Business has been splendid and the
Village has been unbelievably receptive”.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT



PANDA EXPRESS 6152 W. 95th Street
Panda Express opened their doors at 95th & Melvina in early April and have proven to be one
of the best in customer service. Orange chicken, a lightly-sweetened fried chicken dish is
one of their best sellers. One bite and you’ll be hooked! Enjoy a wide variety of Chinese
favorites and tasty flame-wok ked classics, all ready when you are.

MB FINANCIAL BANK 9701 S. Cicero Avenue
We’re pleased to bring MB Financial Bank to our community.
MB Financial is proud to serve the public with a variety of financial products and services.
Those services include a broad spectrum of commercial, retail and wealth management 
products and services.

DISCOUNT TIRE 6635 W. 95th Street
Discount Tire provides retail sales of tires, wheels and related accessories and services.
Discount Tire employees are skilled and knowledgeable experts in their field. Customers will
experience a high level of customer care with every visit in addition to competitively priced
products. Daniel Hamre, store manager said, “Business has been great since the opening”
and he added,“if your car has a flat tire or your tires need to be rotated, Discount Tire will do
it for FREE”.

SUBURBAN BANK & TRUST 10312 S. Cicero Avenue
Suburban Bank recently reopened their bank in an attractive facility and they continue to build
on a strong tradition of service to our community. Carol Hakala, Branch Manager of Suburban
Bank said, “Everything is going well. We held a Customer Appreciation Day 
recently and it was well received. Our new facility is customer friendly and we’re very happy”.

DEL TACO 9507 S. Cicero Avenue
Del Taco offers menu items that appeal to a broad range of tastes with a strong emphasis on
quality and value. This fresh addition to the Oak Lawn business scene offers a full range of
made-to-order Mexican items such as tacos, burritos, quesadillas and American favorites
including cooked-to-order burgers, fries and shakes. Mark Kinnare, store manager said,“The
community has been overwhelmingly positive. Stop in on Taco Tuesday for specials such as
3 tacos for $1.29.”

Other Happenings Around Town
MARKET PLACE     87TH & CICERO AVENUE
Have you driven by the “Market Place of Oak Lawn” at 87th & Cicero
lately?  The owners, Robin Realty, are spending a few million dollars on
upgrades to their shopping center. There will be new landscaping at
the front of the center with a variety of trees and flowers of different
species. New parking islands will be constructed to adhere to the land-
scape. The buildings will undergo new facade construction which will
enhance the beauty of their appearance. Value City, Salvation Army
and China Buffet will all be involved in the makeover. Pending are a
new bank where the Mobil Gas Station was formerly located and pos-
sibly a new and improved Taco Bell will replace the current Taco Bell.

BELL PLAZA SHOPPING MALL      95TH & MOBILE AVENUE
Bell Plaza Shopping Mall at 95th and Mobile Avenue,the home to Plass
Appliance and Blockbuster Video will be receiving new ownership:
Alan Kaplan, President of Repak Real Estate Development. Mr. Kaplan
spoke about his plans for the site and stated, “We are very excited
about this property. At the present time, we are in contract negotia-
tions with National Restaurant Chains and expect our contractor to
begin demolition in July”.

SUBURBAN BANK      104TH & CICERO AVENUE
Have you noticed that the Suburban Bank at 104th & Cicero has been
demolished and has been replaced by a beautifully designed building.

Gus Danos, President of Comar Properties is responsible for the new
Suburban Bank. Mr. Danos stated, "We at Comar Properties are com-
mitted to building quality buildings that have distinctive style and
flair." Comar Properties will also be responsible for constructing two
new buildings at the old bank site that will have about 9,700 square
feet of retail space. According to Mr. Danos the two buildings will have
a similar appearance as the new Suburban Bank building and Comar
Properties is negotiating leases with National Retail Chains. Mr. Danos
expects this project to be completed in the Fall of 2007.

STATUS OF 111th & CICERO REDEVELOPMENT 
The deadline for Proposals from interested developers was March 16th
but was extended indefinitely until an engineering firm completed
their study related to the impact that new construction will have on
flooding in the area.That report should be completed in mid-May, and
it will be forwarded to all of the developers who have expressed inter-
ested in the redevelopment.

As most of you already know, Kmart has filed a lawsuit against the
Village claiming that the site is not blighted. Kmart is challenging the
findings of a report prepared by Kane, McKenna and Associates, the
firm the Village hired to analyze the site.

Regardless of this suit, which we believe has no merit, we are moving
forward with our plans for the redevelopment.



OUR RETAIL TAX BASE
Oak Lawn Tax Base 
The Village of Oak Lawn derives the majority of its income from
taxes to provide services to its residents (Police, Fire, Emergency
and Infrastructure Construction and Maintenance). One of the
most identifiable is sales taxes from retail sales within the Village
of Oak Lawn.
Oak Lawn has approximately 700,000 square feet of retail space
primarily located in commercial, strip and corridor retail malls
and centers.The strength of Oak Lawn's retail market is reflected
in the amount of local sales tax collected.

The Illinois Department of Revenue recently released the sales
tax numbers for 2006. The Village of Oak Lawn totaled over 10.3
million dollars in 2006 for the first time in the history of the
Village. Based upon a one percent local sales tax, this translates
into over 1 billion dollars in retail sales.
In the State of Illinois, rankings of sales tax receipts by munici-
palities, the Village of Oak Lawn ranks 26th out of 1,294 munici-
palities in the state of Illinois. For a Village that has approximate-
ly 55,000 residents, no major mall, and no large university within
its boundaries - this is an amazing feat for our community.

2006
RANK MUNICIPAL SALES TAX      MUNICIPALITY COUNTY

1 $224,204,200 Chicago Cook
2 $31,379,043 Schaumburg Cook
3 $25,830,359 Naperville DuPage
4 $25,497,166 Kankakee Kankakee
5 $25,171,444 Rockford Winnebago
6 $23,115,716 Springfield Sangamon
7 $21,524,072 Peoria Peoria
8 $19,975,172 Joliet Will
9 $18,801,056 Orland Park Cook

10 $14,716,958 Champaign Champaign
11 $13,525,780 Niles Cook
12 $13,451,042 Bloomington McClean
13 $13,291,471 Glenview Cook
14 $13,275,335 Downers Grove                     DuPage
15 $13,271,198 Skokie Cook
16 $12,755,748 Sycamore DuPage
17 $12,270,992 Gurnee Lake
18 $11,612,927 Oak Brook DuPage
19 $11,470,237 Vernon Hills Lake
20 $11,334,621 Arlington Heights                  Cook
21 $11,269,189 Crystal Lake McHenry
22 $10,981,907 Decatur Macon
23 $10,888,653 Lombard DuPage
24 $10,716,969 Elmhurst DuPage
25 $10,507,532 Aurora DuPage
26 $10,301,605 Oak Lawn Cook

27-1,294 REMAINING MUNICIPALITIES IN ILLINOIS

With all the different businesses in our community, you probably wonder where all the sales tax is generated. The Illinois

Department of Revenue figures released for 2006 reflect the following breakdown:

CATEGORIES 2006 TAX RECEIPTS CATEGORIES 2006 TAX RECEIPTS

General Merchandise $484,281 4.7% Lumber, Building, Hardware $443,954               4.3%

Food $1,371,108 13.3% Automotive & Filling Stations $4,634,613           45%

Drinking and Eating Places        $940,919 9.1% Drugs & Misc. Retail $1,612,628          15.7%

Apparel $142,706 1.4% Agriculture & All Others $420,611                4.1%

Furniture & H.H. & Radio $166,391 1.6% Manufacturers $84,400 0.8%

TOTAL  SALES  TAX  REVENUE $10,301,605
Number of Taxpayers: 1,094



SENIOR HAPPENINGS
The Village of Oak Lawn Senior Center is located at 5330 W. 95th St. and we are a recreational facility 
providing interesting activities for Seniors designed to keep them active in our community.
Some examples of these activities include card-playing, movies, exercise programs, line- dancing,
and much more. We also recently began our Box Lunch Day, a lunch-time event centered on an 
informational program that will also include lunch, refreshments, bingo and socializing.

Box Lunch Day will take place on the last Thursday of each month and begins at 10:30 am. Seating will 
be limited, and the cost is $3.00 per Senior, with tickets available at the Senior Center. In an effort to 
make Box Lunch Day affordable for our Seniors, we have asked our local businesses to help defray the 
cost of the events. Upcoming sponsors include:

May: Thompson and Keunster Funeral Home 
June: Century 21 Chiropractic Family Wellness 
July: Concord Extended Care Center 
August: Dr. Sandra Bury of Complete Vision Care

OTHER UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Monday, May 21st, 10:00 am: “Finest One-Man Show”
Entertainer, multi-instrumentalist and showman Johnny Gray will share his many talents.

Friday, May 25th, 12 noon - 1 pm: “Seniors & Identity Theft - It Can Happen to You”
Join Mayor Dave Heilmann (an attorney) and 6th District 6 Trustee Tom Phelan (a financial advisor) for a com-
plimentary seminar to help you avoid identity theft. In the last 12 months alone 9 million Americans were vic-
timized by identity theft. A light lunch will be served, and seating will be limited. Please RSVP today by call-
ing Estelle Bult at 708-499-7834.

Monday, June 18th, 9:30 am: “The Misconceptions of Hospice Care”
VITAS, a leading hospice provider focusing on adult and pediatric patients and with a wide range of life lim-
iting illnesses, will discuss how they enhance a patient’s comfort and overall quality of life with no out of
pocket expenses.

Monday, June 18th, 10:00 am: “Live Life Laughing”
This interactive program by Brenda Celmer will discuss the physical and mental benefits that of laughter and
how it can improve our lives.

Monday, July 16th, 10:00 am: “Carmelina Impellizzeri”
Entertainer Carmelina Impellizzeri is a multi-lingual singer and songwriter who will perform songs from many
decades and in many languages.

Tuesday, August 7th, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm: “Senior Council Wolfe Wildlife Picnic”
Pack your picnic baskets and come out to our annual Wolfe Wildlife Refuge picnic (109th and Laramie) to join
your friends for a fun-filled day in the fresh air. Lunch will be provided compliments of the Senior Council.
Tickets are $1.00 per person (which will go toward Bingo prizes) and must be purchased from a Senior Center
Staff member.



SUMMER IN OAK LAWN 

OAK LAWN VETERANS – 4th OF JULY PARADE

We would like our Veterans to lead our 95th Street 4th of July Parade which starts at 10:00 am.
Please join us and let us thank you for your service to our country on this very special holiday.

Contact Deputy Clerk Chris O'Grady at 499-7738 or cogrady@oaklawn-il.gov.

The Village will begin our annual mosquito abatement program in mid-May, when an environmentally safe 
chemical will be placed in storm drains and retention sewers. The chemical prohibits the development of the 
Culex mosquito that carries the West Nile Virus.

Please make an effort to eliminate mosquito breeding areas on your property. Because mosquitoes prefer breeding
in stagnant water, swimming pools must have filters run at least two hours each week, and children’s pools should
be emptied and replaced with fresh water weekly. All containers, planter trays and outdoor equipment should have
excess water drained from them frequently. Prevent water from backing up in your gutters and downspouts.

You should also take steps to protect yourself and your family from mosquito bites by applying mosquito repellant,
preferably containing Deet. You should also avoid being outside at dawn and dusk when mosquitoes feed, unless
you wear a long-sleeved shirt, long pants, and socks. A little prevention will allow everyone to enjoy a wonderful
summer.

WEST NILE VIRUS UPDATE - MOSQUITO ABATEMENT

2007 SUNDAY NIGHT SUMMER CONCERTS

Date Start Time End Time Location Performer

Sunday, 6/24/07 7:00 PM 9:00 PM Village Gazebo The Skylarks

Sunday, 7/22/07 7:00 PM 9:30 PM Village Gazebo Yard Fulla Cars

Sunday, 8/26/07 7:00 PM 9:30 PM Village Gazebo Railroad Gin

Date Start Time End Time Location Performer

Friday, 9/7/07 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Beer Tent Last Call

Friday, 9/7/07 7:30 PM 9:45 PM Main Stage Hi Infidelity

Friday, 9/7/07 9:45 PM Midnight Beer Tent Railroad Gin

Saturday, 9/8/07 2:00 PM 2:30 PM Main Stage OLHS Marching Band

Saturday, 9/8/07 2:30 PM 4:30 PM Beer Tent The Chancey Bros

Saturday, 9/8/07 5:00 PM 7:00 PM Beer Tent The Walk-ins

Saturday, 9/8/07 7:00 PM 9:30 PM Main Stage Cover Gurl

Saturday, 9/8/07 9:45 PM Midnight Beer Tent The Saints

Sunday, 9/9/07 2:00 PM 3:30 PM Main Stage The Chicago Rat Pack

Sunday, 9/9/07 3:30 PM 5:00 PM Beer Tent Yard Fulla Cars

Sunday, 9/9/07 5:30 PM 8:00 PM Beer Tent The Crawpuppies

2007 FALL ON THE GREEN FESTIVAL



The Oak Lawn Community Partnership brings together a variety
of people and organizations for one main goal - to improve the
health, safety and wellness of the community it serves. This
council was created in 1996 as the result of a joint vision of the
Village of Oak Lawn and Advocate Christ Medical Center to bet-
ter improve the quality of life for its residents. The Council has
expanded its volunteer force to include community residents
and members of Business, Church, School and Civic
Organizations.The Village of Oak Lawn has volunteers from sev-
eral different departments involved including: Family Service,
Police and Fire. Some projects supported by the Oak Lawn
Community Partnership include the annual ‘Fireside Chat’ in
January with elected officials to discuss local and governmental
issues, Red Ribbon Activities, ‘Neighbors United’ Fellowship
Dinners and ‘ACE’ awards that are presented to individuals /
organizations contributing to community enhancement on
health and safety outreach programs. Additionally a Resource
Manual has been published that consolidates the phone num-
bers and addresses of many local agencies that are available to
help our residents and community. The Village of Oak Lawn
benefits greatly from the bonds that are formed by an array of
community volunteers working together to help the needy in
Oak Lawn. The Community Partnership meets at the Village of

Oak Lawn Municipal Center every fourth Tuesday of the month
at 8:00 a.m. (except in June, July, December and January). If you
are interested in more information and/or volunteer opportuni-
ties, please call Joan O’Sullivan/Mary Grana, Co-Chairpersons at
708-499-7832 ext 13 or you can check out our website at
www.oaklawncommunitypartnership.org. Some upcoming
events that the Oak Lawn Community Partnership sponsors are:
Free Glaucoma Testing by Dr. Sandra Bury on Wednesday, May 9,
2007 and ‘Ask the Doctor & Pharmacist’ by Dan Folliard on
Wednesday, June 13, 2007. These will be in addition to the reg-
ular Health Screenings available FREE at the Oak Lawn Public
Library, 9427 South Raymond Avenue in the Lower Level
Meeting Room from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. The regular Health
Screenings will resume on the Second Wednesday of the month
in September. The dates are September 13, October 11, and
November 8, 2007. The Oak Lawn Community Partnership will
be looking for volunteers for our Annual Leaf Raking Servathon.
Held over two weekends in November, tentatively scheduled for
November 10 & 17, 2007. Youth and adult volunteers work
together assisting eligible elderly/handicapped households in
maintaining the outside of their homes. If you need or know
someone who needs community service credits for their school,
please have them contact us in the fall at 708-499-7832.

The Oak Lawn Community Partnership

KIDS’ CORNER
Hello,

My name is Ashling McLaughlin.  I am a

fourth grader at St. Gerald’s in Oak Lawn.

Mayor Heilmann has given me permission

to have a ‘Kids Corner” in the “Oak Lawn

Outlook”. 

I wanted to do this because I enjoy reading.

When this publication is delivered to our

house there is a lot I do not understand in

it.  I thought it would be nice to have a page

that is fun for younger people; something

that would help us understand what all this

means.  Therefore, I have put together a

word search with our elected officers’

names.  It is your job to find these names,

and get to know them.  After the word

search, there are some short explanations

telling us what these people do for us.  

I hope you enjoy this.

Thank you.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
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J L Y L E I O G Q U F B N Q U
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Z N C Z H C F M O J R J O Y P

HEILMANN HURCKES QUINLAN
OLEJNICZAK PHELAN QUINLAN
ROSENBAUM STREIT

Mayor of Oak Lawn – elected every four years by the voters of Oak
Lawn. The Mayor represents Oak Lawn and is responsible for enforcing
our laws and ordinances.

Village Trustee – Represents the six districts in our village; elected to
four year terms by the Oak Lawn voters.

Village Clerk –  Secretary to the Mayor and Board of Trustees; elected
every four years. The clerk prepares agendas (a list of business matters
to be discussed), and records the minutes of all the Board of Trustee
meetings.



*ONE TIME JOINING FEE. Must be 12 years old or older. All dues paid by Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT). $20 one time processing fee. Family members must be a spouse, significant other, or child 

(12-22 years old) living at the same address and billed from the same account. Supervised Kids Room 
and Tanning available for a nominal fee at select locations. Cancel anytime with a 30 day written notice. 

© Cardinal Fitness Management 2007

Month to Month Memberships!
No Long Term Contracts!
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Please Support Our Local Advertisers

G & L Trophies & Gifts
Fire Dept. •  Sports   •   Police Dept.

A vast collection of Unique Gifts

4038 West 111th Street • Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Phone: 708.425.2884  Fax: 708.425.3558

E:mail: GLTrophies@aol.com

www.ChicagoFireAndCopsShop.com

Chicago’s #1 Italian
Beef since 1938

1st Place 
“Best Pizza”

5128 W. 95th Street  •  Oak Lawn, IL 60453

708.422.2333708.422.2333

Quigley’s Irish Pub
4010 W. 111th Street

(708) 952-4774

featuring delicious cuisine from the “old sod”
in a delightful gaelic pub atmosphere.

Nancy’s PizzaAl’s Beef



Village of Oak Lawn
9446 S. Raymond Avenue
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

Emergency 9-1-1
Police Department 422-8292
Fire Department 499-7700
Public Works 499-7758
Engineering 499-7816
Building 499-7801
Health & Sanitation 499-7804/7820
Administrative Services 499-7760
Senior Citizens 499-0240
Family Services 423-3361
Clerks Office 499-7738
Managers Office 499-7743
Main Switchboard 636-4400
Emergency Communication 
Department  499-7721

Visit our new website
www.oaklawn-il.gov.com
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Postal Patron 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Property Maintenance
We all take pride in our fine community. Please don’t forget to maintain the park ways 

and alleys abutting your property, this includes both residential and commercial.
Eliminate weeds and overgrowth and keep grass and shrubs trimmed. Remove trash or 

debris that accumulate and keep garbage cans lidded. A team of inspectors will be 
monitoring throughout the summer and we truly appreciate your help.

Millie’s 
Ice Cream Shoppe & Deli

5172 West 95th Street • Oak Lawn, IL 60453 • Phone: 708-423-9293

FRESH BAKED BREAD
HAND CARVED GOURMET MEATS

HOME-COOKED SOUPS, SANDWICHES & SALADS
FEATURING 16 FLAVORS HOMER’S HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

$1.00 OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF
$10.00 OR MORE

Millie’s
WITH THIS COUPON

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS
EXPIRES 7/31/07

$2.00 OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF
$15.00 OR MORE

Millie’s
WITH THIS COUPON

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS
EXPIRES 7/31/07
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Stop Means...
Frequently we receive calls from residents
complaining about drivers not stopping
at stop signs. It has to be non-residents
doing this because I know that no one

Finally, another major initiative is to
establish quiet zones at railroad crossings
that cut through the center of town. We
notified the federal government of our
intention to use transportation grant funds
for this purpose and we are waiting to hear
from them as to when these funds will be
available.

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle...
What a difference new containers can make.
Not only are our streets cleaner, our
proceeds from the sale of recyclable
materials jumped 25% in the first 3 months
of our using the new recycling containers.

Smaller Waste Containers...
One of the things that frustrates me about
government is when leaders make a
decision and then say "No, that's it, we're not
changing." One of our jobs as elected
officials is to make life easier for our
residents, so when we can help people we
should do it. It's that simple. In that vain, we
received some calls from seniors who asked
if there might be an even smaller toter
available than the 65-gallon one. In
response, I asked Veolia to make 35-gallon
toters available. Please call 499-7738 or
499-7739 if you would like a replacement.

Another pressing infrastructure need, and
one that I recently spoke about with our
state and federal legislators, is an underpass
at the railroad crossing near l07th and
Central. This has been a problem for our
residents for years and we need to do more
than just talk about it. We will make every
effort to secure the funding to get this
project moving.

rr--=========i] It's been a busy but
productive summer in
the Village of Oak
Lawn ...

New Village
Manager...
The most recent and
exciting development
has been the hiring
of our new Village
Manager, Larry

Deetjen. Larry was raised in Elmhurst, has 28
years of municipal management experience,

_ and has won numerous awards for his work as
a city manager. He has a B.5. in Economics, a
Master's Degree in Urban Planning, and he
completed city management training
programs at MIT and Harvard. While he
doesn't have credentials from U of I, we still
think he's pretty sharp. He will be a
tremendous asset to the Village and we
welcome him with open arms.

Televising Board Meetings...
In July, we voted to televise Village Board
meetings. Granted, while this may not make
for scintillating television, it will allow
residents to get a first-hand view of what we
are doing and the decisions we make. We will
also have more control over the content of
Channel 4, allowing us to provide you with
timely safety alerts, to promote local
businesses, to televise parades and children's
events, and in general to enhance our
communication with our residents.

MAYOR'SREPORT Dave Heilmann

Improving Our Infrastructure...
In addition to our annual repaving and
replacing of problem streets, sidewalks, and
curbs, this year we have begun to repave and
install new drainage systems in our alleys,
something that has been long overdue. The
alley work will continue for a few years and
we look forward to the day when all of our
alleys are paved and drain properly.
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MAYOR'SREPORT CON'T.

in Oak Lawn would ever roll through a stop sign.
Seriously though, I suspect that everyone understands
we don't have the manpower to patrol every
intersection. But with the new school year upon us, it's
a good time to be more mindful of traffic signs. As an
added measure, I am recommending that the Village
Board try something a little different by adding a
slightly humorous message under the stop signs at
some of our busier intersections. Hopefully this will get
people to make a complete stop/ and maybe even
bring a smile to their faces.

What does our community stand for?
My wife Erica and I welcomed our son Michael into this
world on May 30. He was joined a few weeks ago by
John Olejniczak, born to Alex and Theresa in August.
They both came just a few months after Mathew
Phelan, born to Tom and Sue in January.

When I think about these 3 newborn babies and the
hundreds of children born in Oak Lawn this year, I am
reminded of the tremendous responsibility we have to
make sure that our children are raised in a safe, vibrant,
and healthy environment.

As elected officials we are frequently required to
make decisions "right now" that can have long-term
impacts on our community, certainly long after we
are gone. As such, we constantly must ask ourselves
"What should our community stand for and
represent, both now and in the future?"

Recently a contractor asked how I wanted my name
to appear on a brick "Welcome to Oak Lawn" sign
planned for 95th & Pulaski. I told him that instead of
putting my name on this sign I think we should
include a statement that best describes Oak Lawn
and what we stand for, something that will serve as a
reminder of our principles for years to come.

Please take the time to share your thoughts on what
you believe makes Oak Lawn one of the finest
communities anywhere to raise a family. You can email
your ideas to my assistant Meg Gorman
at mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov or call my office at
708-499-7740.

I look forward to hearing from you, and to seeing
you and your families at our Fall on the Green
Festival on September 7-8-9.

QUINLAN'SQUOTES

By Village Clerk Jane M. Quinlan

The summer days are now behind us
and I am looking forward to the
beautiful autumn days ahead. The
Summer Concerts on the Village
Green were well attended and what
great people to spend an evening
with. I'm a lucky person to have met
so many nice friends in my first 2 years
as Village Clerk.

For the past few months, the Clerk's
Office has been busy signing up seniors for the discount
on our refuse program. The process has run smoothly and
if you have signed up and your discount has not been
reflected on your bill yet, it will be on your next quarterly
bill. Please call me at 708/499-7738 with any questions on
the Senior discount.

Thank you to all of our residents that keep up their homes
and property so nicely. It is a pleasure to drive around our
town and see the effort that has been demonstrated by so
many of our residents. As the school year begins, please
be mindful of driving, especially when children are
present. The Village now has zero tolerance for speeding
around school zones. Our children are our most precious
gift and we always want to keep them safe.

The Farmer's Market every Wednesday so far has been
wonderful. We were blessed with sunny hot days. Thank
you to all of our residents who come out and support the
vendors and for the positive comments on the Market.
The Farmer's Market will run through Wednesday,
October 24th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

I would like to welcome our new Village Manager Larry
Oeetjen to Oak Lawn. He has a good common sense out
look on life and a tremendous resume. He will be an
asset to the Village of Oak Lawn. A big" thank you"to Fire
Chief Edward Folliard who was our acting Village
Manager over the past year. The Chief is a professional in
everything he does. Thank you ,also to all of our
employees who work hard on a daily basis and help
serve the residents of Oak Lawn.

The Clerk's Office encourages residents to register to vote.
The process takes all of about 1 minute and all you need
to bring is a government issued 10 with your current Oak
Lawn address on it. Also, the Clerk's Office has the paper
work to acquire handicap parking placards. Please do not
hesitate to contact me with any questions. Enjoy the
beautiful fall weather.



MANAGER'SCORNER

Village Manager

Larry R. Deetjen eM

Dear Fellow Oak Lawn Neighbors,

It is an honor to serve as your village manager during this
exciting period of our community's history. Your Oak Lawn
village work force is committed to "raising the bar" on how
we deliver services to you and enhancing your
village quality of life.

My first 30 days in Oak Lawn will be devoted to reaching
out to the many agencies; boards and commissions;
businesses; schools; and other entities that must work
together and understand our common mission in order to
achieve excellence.

I would like to thank Mayor Heilmann and the entire Board
of Trustees for their confidence and warmth. We are all
fortunate to have local elected officials who are so
passionate about and loyal to their hometown.

Please feel free to drop in, call, or set up an appointment to
share your concerns and ideas to make our village
stronger.

Chief of Police

William Villanova

The Oak Lawn Police Department is proud to announce
the establishment of an Oak Lawn Citizens Police
Academy. The academy will consist of nine, 2 1/2 hour
blocks of instruction designed to give the participants
a working knowledge of the police department.

The goals of the citizen academy are simple: To provide a
stronger citizen/police relationship; to enhance the lines
of communication; and to reduce the crime in our
community.

Applicants for the Oak Lawn Citizen Police Academy must
be at least 18 years of age and need to live within the
Village of Oak Lawn. There is no cost to anyone who
enrolls, but the class size will be limited. Applications are
available at the Oak Lawn Police Desk.

For more information about the Oak Lawn Citizen Police
Academy please contact Officer Jim Pacetti of the
Community and School Relations Unit at (708) 499-7880.

Fire Chief

Edward Folliard

Fire kills more than 4,000 Americans
each year and injures approximately
20,000 more. The majority of these
deaths and injuries can be avoided
by simply installing a working
smoke detector and developing an
"escape plan." Working smoke

detectors and an escape plan are the most successful
life-saving measures a person can take to protect them
selves and their families from the devastating effects
of fire.

In the event of a fire, time is the biggest enemy and every
second counts! Fire volume doubles every minute,
meaning a small fire grows into a big fire very quickly. In
less than 30 seconds, a small fire can get completely out of
control and within minutes enough smoke and heat can
be produced that escaping becomes difficult or even
impossible.

Working smoke detectors provide the early warning
people need to quickly recognize a fire and the "escape
plan" gives them the way out. When school resumes, one
of the first orders of business for school administrators is
to schedule evacuation drills (i.e. fire drills). Children
practice these drills regularly throughout the school year
to become proficient at exiting the building in the event of
a fire. Yet, we very rarely ask our children to practice these
drills in our own homes, where the likelihood of having a
fire is much greater.

Developing an escape plan is easy. It's a homework
assignment the whole family can complete together. So,
after dinner one night this week, please sit down
with your entire family and discuss what everyone's
responsibilities are in the event of a fire. Draw a diagram
of your house, label each room and draw arrows showing
two ways out of each room. Remember, windows don't
just let sunshine and air in but also allow people a way
out. Also, don't forget to establish a family meeting place
outside the home.

Then, PRACTICE-PRACTICE-PRACTICE!

For assistance in developing an escape plan call the
Oak Lawn Fire Prevention Bureau at (708) 499-7825.



TRUSTEE'SREPORT

Every fall along with the Community Partnership Program in the
Village, we rake leaves for our seniors who have no one to assist them
in clearing their lawns for the season. If you are a senior and need
someone to assist you with your leaves please fell free to contact me
at my home to have your name added to the list of homes to be
raked this Fall, I can be reached at 599-7302.

The Village of Oak Lawn has begun the engineering work for the
opticom system for our intersections within the Village of Oak Lawn.
This system will allow emergency vehicles right of way traffic flow,
with signal changes to move more qUickly and especially more
safely through our community. With help for funding from our
Congressman, Dan Lipinski, the Village will now make our Police and
Fire Departments ever better equipped to help serve the residents of
Oak Lawn.

As always, I am available for any concerns you have. Please feel free
to contact me at my home at 599-7302, or meet with me at the
Johnston Center, (9400 S Oak Park) the last Saturday of the month
from 9 a.m. to Noon.

AROUND THE 1ST DISTRICT Jerry Hurckes

Thank you to all the volunteers who donated
their time to help distribute American Flags
across the lawns of the 1st District for the 4th of
July holiday. The community looked great with a
wonderful presentation of our Stars and Stripes.

If;?

• .......
~'-l. The shopping center located at 95th and Mobile

was recently purchased and is going thru
renovations as I write this article the new owners are looking at
bringing into town, new restaurants and higher end shopping. Look
for a grand opening in late Fall.

Welcome to two new members of our Oak Lawn Community School
District #122 has hired Mr. Tom Smyth, as the new Superintendent,
and also welcome Mr. Larry Deetjen our new Village Manager for the
Village of Oak Lawn. Good Luck to both of you and as a community
we look forward to working with you both for a better Oak Lawn.

Com-ed has notified us that they will be trimming trees within the
1st District for trees under power lines. If you have any concerns
please let me know.

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT Alex Olejniczak
Where did the summer go? I know that there are
a lot of anxious children and happy parents look
ing forward to the start of a new school year.
Please remember to be extra careful and watch
your speed when driving around town especially
in school speed zones. The safety of our children
is all of our responsibility.
This year the 2nd District will have 52nd Avenue
from 87th Street South to 91 st Street completely

rebuilt. This street project along with the other street resurfacing
projects, curb replacements, sidewalk replacements, and three alley
pavement projects continue to improve the infrastructure of the 2nd
District by the Village.
I am the Police Department liaison for the Village and enjoy working
closely with Chief Villanova to come up with proactive solutions to
issues that the residents of Oak Lawn are concerned about. The
following programs have been designed by our Police Department to
prevent the increase of activity that the Village of Oak Lawn is starting
to see. The first program is called SALT which stands for Seniors And

Law Enforcement Together. This program has been developed to
address Police issues that the Senior Citizens of our community may
face or have questions about. The SALT program is being introduced
to all senior citizen organizations in Oak Lawn and is designed to
educate and protect our senior citizens.
The second new program is called PAGER which stands for Parents
And Gang Education Responsibility. This program has been devel
oped to educate parents in the Village on what they should look for
to identify if their children are being recruited by a gang or possibly
hanging around other children that have gang affiliation. This
program has been designed for parents but can be used to educate
all citizens in the Village. I do believe that it is the responsibility of all
of the residents in the Village to keep our community free of gangs.
We can accomplish this through educating ourselves, watching our
neighborhoods, and notifying the Police of any suspicious activity.
If you are interested in participating in the above mentioned
programs, please call 636-4400 and ask for Chief Bill Villanova.
It is always a pleasure communicating with you the residents of the
2nd District and the citizens of Oak Lawn. Please continue to call and
e-mail me with your concerns. I'll see you around the neighborhood.

AROUND THE 3RD DISTRICT Bob Streit
ENJOY THE FALL
As the summer comes to an end, we are able to look
forward to another autumn season. For those of us
that are parents, it means that we are approaching
the beginning of another school year. Of course, the
area children will now be more often found near the
schools , at our parks and simply riding bicycles
throughout our town. For that reason, I ask each

and everyone of us who drives throughout town to use extra caution.

IT ISSUES
Computers, the internet and everything that comes with it have made
it easier for businesses and government to operate more efficiently. In
an effort to avoid duplication and reduce costs, the Village of Oak Lawn
is attempting to update its technology. For the average taxpayer, it
should result in a more efficient government. Also, the technological
advances will allow us to offer services like on-line bill paying to
residents. As developments occur in this area, I will report back to you.
If you have any ideas in this regard, please feel to contact me.

2009 CELEBRATION IS AROUND THE CORNER

In 2009, the Village of Oak Lawn will celebrate its 100th anniversary.
I hope that we will be able to plan several special events for the
community. For those of us who have lived here our entire lives, we
have witnessed first hand the many changes throughout the years.
Now, we will take the opportunity to celebrate this milestone.
I encourage you to volunteer to be part of the festivities as the village
moves forward to the century milestone.

CONSTITUENT SERVICES
Iam grateful for the support you have shown toward me over the years.
As I enter my seventeenth year of service as a Village Trustee, I am
reminded of the necessity to listen to the people of the district. As
always, I am available to meet with individuals or groups to discuss
issues of importance to the community. If you would like to meet with
me to discuss any village issues, please call my office at 422-3600 or
drop me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov. As always, I am available
everyday by appointment to meet with individuals or groups to
address various concerns.



AROUND THE 4TH DISTRICTSteve Rosenbaum

Let me join in welcoming our new Village

Manager, Larry Deetjen. Mr. Deetjen brings a

tremendous amount of experience to this posi

tion. We all look forward to working with him as

the Village of Oak Lawn continues in an efficient

manner. Also thanks to Fire Chief, Ed Folliard for his

hard work as the Acting Village Manager.

Two proposed businesses have approached the

Village about opening on the Kimco Reality property at 95th and

AROUND THE 5TH DISTRICT Carol Quinlan

To begin, I want to welcome to Oak Lawn our new

Village Manager Larry Deetjen and his wife Lynn.

After a long and sometimes exhausting search, we

found a person who will be a wonderful asset to Oak

Lawn.

My first three months as Trustee have been extremely

busy. I spent a lot of time meeting with the department heads and var

ious employees of our Police, Fire, Public Works and Engineering

Departments. I toured several of our facilities and learned a lot about

what our employees do on a daily basis. I was very impressed not only

by their work ethics, but also their dedicatiol1 to our Village.

As I indicated in my campaign for Trustee, alleviating the flooding

problems in our District is one of my highest priorities. I have been

meeting with the consultants who are studying the issue. After the

storm on July 18th, Itoured the District and noted that several areas were

AROUND THE 6TH DISTRICT Tom Phelan

First, a warm welcome to Larry (and Lynn) Deetjen,

and a sincere thanks to Fire Chief Ed Folliard for

holding down the fort while our search for a

permanent manager took place. And now for a

couple of important updates for the residents of

our neighborhood:

111 th & Cicero Development

We continue to work on this high priority item and recently had 2 more

prominent developers express interest in the plan.

103rd & Cicero Development

With construction near completion, many people have inquired as to

who the tenants will be in the development next to the Suburban Bank

&Trust building. Final details aren't yet available but the owner is trying

to bring in quality tenants.

School Districting

Trustee Carol Quinlan and I have determined that the current school

districting in our areas, especially the areas south of 107th Street from

Pulaski to Central, is patently unfair to the residents of these areas and,

more importantly, their children. We are working hard to change this and

we'll provide updates on our progress.

Keeler (southeast corner). Both Sweet Tomatoes and Lumber

Liquidators have presented plans to the Village. I have reservations

about the proposals. Be advised that if these plans move forward,

I will work to minimize the encroachment into the residential area,

especially pertaining to the traffic flow issue.

Should you have any concerns, please feel free to call me at

708/346.7004. Also, watch for 4th District Neighborhood Meeting

announcements on cable TV and in the local newspapers. I hope

you will attend one of these meetings, your input is valued.

flooded up to the parkway, especially on Oakdale and on 105th St,

despite that fact that our detention pond on 52nd Ave was only 1/4 full.

Our consultants need some final information from the County before

they can make a recommendation, and Iam hopeful this will occur with

in the next 4-6 weeks. At that time, I will schedule a meeting with

residents of the District to discuss our options.

Another important goal that I want to achieve is improving

communication with residents, especially timely and important safety

messages. As such, I recently created a"5th District Community" email

newsletter that I have been using to notify people of important matters.

If you are interested in joining the network, please call or send me an

email stating your name, address, and phone number. My

phone number is 708-346-7005 and my email address is

cquinlan@oaklawn-il.gov.

Please always feel free to contact me with any questions, suggestions or

concerns that you may have so I can better serve you. Enjoy the rest of

the summer!

Flooding in our Area

Trustees Carol Quinlan and Bob Streit (Bob a former 6th District resident)

have been aggressively pursuing solutions to the flooding problems in

our area in their capacities as Public Works committee members. The

entire Board is also working closely with the MWRD to formulate a

comprehensive "fix" to this ongoing concern

Crime in Our Neighborhood

For the nearly 2,000 people in our neighborhood who receive my

weekly "Neighborhood Updates" and "Safety Alert" emails.criminal

activity in our neighborhood would seem to be on the rise. The truth is

the statistics aren't dramatically different than prior years; it's just that

these people are learning about incidents more quickly and more often.

That said, the recent spate of strong-armed robberies, mostly of seniors,

is very alarming, and the police department has been devoting all

available resources to solving this problem.

Fall on the Green: September 7-8-9

Simply the best Festival in the Southland for the last 10 years. Enough

said.

If you would like to receive my "Neighborhood Updates" and "Safety

Alert" emails please send an email with your name and address to

fal098@aol.com,or call 708-346-7006 and leave your e-mail address.



Fall on the Green 2007
Sept 7th, 8 th, & 9th

Oak Lawn is getting ready...
The stage is being set.

Fall on the Green is coming...
Let's hope we don't get wet.

You'll :find plenty here to eat & drink...
Come sunshine or come rain.



You can make a fashion statement...
And ride our trackless train.

If you like to climb, and jump, and slide.•.
We do that up just right.

If live music is the thing you seek...
You'll find it day and night.

30,000 people will be having fun ...
On Oak Lawn's Village Green.

Please help us make it 30,001...
And be sure you make this scene.



Oak Lawn's Fallon the Green Festival
On the Village Green at 95th &Cook Ave.

Friday, Sept. 7th: 6pm - Midnight • Saturday, Sept. 8th: 11am - Midnight
Sunday, Sept. 9th: 11am - 8pm

Entertainment
~_.- _.,-

-. ___ .. i

~ ~.W,I€li' ~

FRI 6:00 PM Last Call Budweiser Beer Garden

FRI 7:30 PM Hi Infidelity Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

FRI 9:45 PM Railroad Gin Budweiser Beer Garden

SAT 2:00 PM OLHS Band Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

SAT 2:30 PM Chancey Bros Budweiser Beer Garden

SAT 5:00 PM The Walk-ins Budweiser Beer Garden

SAT 7:00 PM Cover Gurl Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

SAT 9:45 PM The Saints Budweiser Beer Garden

SUN 2:00 PM Chicago Rat Pack Mancari Chrysler Main Stage

SUN 3:30 PM Yard Fulla Cars Budweiser Beer Garden

SUN 5:30 PM Crawpuppies Budweiser Beer Garden

Veolia Food Court
A&R Pierogi: Pierogi, polish sausage, potato pancakes

Bo's: Hamburgers, Italian sausage, corn dogs

Brother Rice Father's Club: Hamburgers, corn-on

the-cob, pickles

Christensen's: Popcorn, sno-cones, lemon shake-up

Culver's: Ice cream, chicken tenders, cheese curds

Genoa's: Italian sausage & beef, ribeye sandwiches,

cheese sticks, nachos

Gourmet Delights: Funnel cakes, chicken pitas, rib

sandwiches

Jalapeno Rock: Tacos, burritos, nachos & guacamole

J&S Concessions: Hot dogs, bloomin' onion, cream puff

Longhorn Steakhouse: Steak kabobs, BBQ chicken

New China Express: Oriental chicken (orange, teriyaki &

sweet 'n sour)

O'Brian's: Philly cheese steak, chicken pita, pork

tenderloin sandwiches

Orland Meat Market: Pork souflaki, baklava, Greek

sausage

Palermo's: Pizza (cheese, sausage & pepperoni)

Phil's Pizza: Pizza

The Malt Shoppe: Ice cream, floats, smoothies

Westmont Brat House: Brats, corn dogs, chicken

strips

Dozens ofKids' Games &Activities • Arts & Crafts (Saturday & Sunday)
• Free Admission • Free Parking

(Shuttles every 1/4hour from the train station parking tower)

~11JJ,4 (~)~~~.~
CIty 8ey~Chic~

.",ftol ,~ Robin Realty G VEOLIA
ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

87th Street Market Place - 87th and Cicero
87th Street Market Place is getting a $4 million dollar face-lift according to Stephen Kant of
Robin Realty & Management Company. The renovation project includes beautiful land
scaping improvements along Cicero Avenue and throughout the shopping center that has
perennials imbedded with boulders at the end of the parking aisles to improve parking
issues along with new building facades. Negotiations between X-Sport Fitness and L.A.
Fitness are currently underway which will replace Aronson Furniture and will provide our
community with a great fitness experience at a tremendous value. Also, Taco Bell will
undergo a major building renovation this fall, so look for the new prototype by year's end.

David's Bridal - 5020 W. 95th Street
The Village of Oak Lawn is proud to announce the opening of David's Bridal, one of the
nation's largest bridal retailers in the country. Owner Harry Majors has taken the old "Indian
Chief Motorcycle" store and constructed a building of ambiance and flair. David's Bridal is
committed to offering quality, affordable fashions to satisfy the style of any bride. Aside
from bridal gowns, David's Bridal offers a wide selection of bridal party and special occasion
dresses as well as gifts, bridal services and accessories. The David's Bridal store is open
Monday through Friday from 11 :00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.; on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m.; and on Sundays from 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Dunkin Donuts - 5115 Museum Drive
Dunkin Donuts has opened a new store located at 95th & Museum Drive just east of the
train station. Founded in 1950, today Dunkin' Donuts is the number one retailer of hot
regular coffee-by-the-cup in America, selling 2.7 million cups a day, nearly one billion cups
a year. Dunkin' Donuts is also the largest coffee and baked goods chain in the world and
sells more hot regular coffee, iced coffee, donuts, and bagels than any other quick service
restaurant in America. Dunkin' Donuts has more than 7,200 franchised restaurants in 31
countries worldwide. It's all the delicious details that make Dunkin' Donuts a daily ritual for
millions of people. Store manager Anis will greet you in the morning with a hot "cup-of-Joe"
and a warm smile.

COMING SOON!
Sweet Tomatoes - 95th & Keeler (West of Kmart)
Branded as Souplantation in Southern California and as Sweet Tomatoes in Northern
California, the Midwest, East Coast regions and now Oak Lawn, the concept is to provide
fresh, made-from-scratch, wholesome and high-quality foods at an affordable all-you-care
to eat price in a fast casual dining environment. Sweet Tomatoes specializes in soups and
salads featuring all natural ingredients. The menu is built around freshly made, great-tast
ing and nutritious recipes showcased on a 55-foot salad bar laden with fresh, seasonal
produce and tossed salads prepared exhibition-style every 20 minutes. The unlimited
selection also features made-from-scratch soups, hot pastas, hand-crafted muffins,
Focaccia, breads, and desserts which provide guests with a wide variety of both healthy
foods and delicious indulgences. Opening is scheduled in early 2008.

Chipotle - Bell Plaza - 6230 West 95th Street
That's right all you Chipotle lovers, Chipotle Mexican Grill will open shop in the old Plass
Appliance Store in the Bell Plaza located at 6230 West 95th Street. The nationwide burrito
chain known for its chunky guacamole and large burritos will also have outdoor seating.
Chipolte Mexican Grill offers a focused menu of burritos, tacos and salads. Opening is
scheduled for February 2008. Alan Kaplan, President of Repak Real Estate Development
stated, "Renovations to the property has commenced and when completed Bell Plaza will
have an eye-catching appeal that is sure to attract new retailers':



SENIOR HAPPENINGS
The Senior Center is a vital part of the Village of Oak

Lawn. Not only is it a wonderful recreational facility

but it is also a great resource center. Assistance is

available for many federal and state programs such

as Circuit Breaker, Cook County Senior Tax Freeze,

Medicare, Social Security and so much more. But if

it's fun you're looking for, look no further. Programs

Monday, September 17th at 10 a.m.
The Center for Hearing from Advocate Christ
Medical Center will present information about the
difficulties of hearing loss and how to improve your
quality of life through better communication strate
gies.

Friday, October 5th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Saturday, October 6th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Senior Council Rummage Sale will take place. For
those wishing to donate items you may do so the
Wednesday and Thursday prior to the sale.

Wednesday, October 10th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m
Maxim Healthcare will be administering flu and
pneumonia vaccines. Preregistration is required.

Friday, October 12th "It's a Luau".
Doors open at 11 :30 a.m. The hula performance will
begin at 1 p.m. followed by lunch. You may purchase
a ticket for $5.00 at the Center and seating is limited.

Monday, October 15th at 10 a.m.
Entertainer Ryan Petermann.

Tuesday, November 6th from 9 a.m. to Noon
Secretary of State will conduct a Rules of the Road
Review. The course is designed to give drivers the

1f~INSURANCE
AGENcY Inc.

5615 W. 95th Street • Oak Lawn. IL 60453

LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS
INSURANCE

708-423-2350
Serving the community for over 45 years

offered include bridge, pinochle, canasta, rummikub,

chess and movies. Also available for those on the

move are two exercise classes and line dancing.

Each month programs are added to the regular

schedule of events. Following are the upcoming

events:

knowledge and confidence to pass a drivers license
renewal exam. Preregistration is required.

Monday, 19th at 10 a.m.
Multi-Instrumentalist Johnny Gary will perform. The
tickets to the December Christmas party will be
given out after the program.

Monday, December 10th at 10 a.m.
Entertainer Edizon Dayao will provide all the musical
favorites. Lunch will be served thanks to the Senior
Council and a ticket is required.

Let's not forget that on the last Thursday of every
month at 10:30 a.m. it is Box Lunch Day. The cost is
only $3.00 thanks to the help of our local sponsors
and a ticket is required. The upcoming sponsors are:

September:
Little Company of Mary Home Base Services
October: M & D Labs - Prosthetic Needs
November: Southwest Denture Center

For details on any of the programs at the
Senior Center you may call 499-0240 or stop by for a
schedule of events at 5330 West 95 Street.

Enjoy your next social event, business meeting, family or
holiday party in a private golf-course atmosphere at the

Stony Creek Clubhouse Bar & Grill!
Book your next:

• Holiday Party· Office Party' Shower' Graduation Party
'" • Breakfast/Lunch Meeting' Birthday Party· Luncheon

\\ • Reunion' Special Event· Wedding
, ., / For more information or to schedule an evenl today,

call the clubhouse at 708/857-2433.

~'~.~~CRCcK
- .............- clubhouse Restaurant 6- flan9uet rad,t::J

5850 W. 103RD ST., OAK LAW!': ·708 85/-2-133



OAI{ LAWN RECYCLES!

Congratulations Oak Lawn! In just the first three months that we have been using the
green recycling toters our recycling has increased by almost 25%. This not only helps the

environment, but it dramatically improves the cleanliness and beauty of our Village.

BEFORE AFTER

Just as importantly, the Village receives 50% of the proceeds generated from recycling
and in just the last 3 months our share was nearly $44,000. A 25% increase is a great start,

but we believe we can get that number closer to 50%, so let's all do our part.

RECYCLABLE MATERIALS ACCEPTED
CONTAINERS: PAPER FIBER:

Aluminum &steel tins, cans, trays &foil
-

Newspaper, cardboard, and paper bags
Milk, juice, soda, and water bottles and cartons

. -
Magazines, catalogs and telephone books

Glass bottles and jars Soda &beer can carrying cases
-

Detergent &fabric softener containers
-

Junk mail &envelopes
Health &beauty aids and household cleaning containers Paper back books

-
- - -

Margarine, yogurt, syrup, ketchup, mustard containers, etc.

Notes:
1. All containers should be emptied and rinsed clean.
2. No motor oil, insecticide, herbicide or hazardous chemical containers.
3. No plastic bags - instead reuse or return to grocery or department stores.
4. No plastic sheets or tarps.
5. No window glass, auto glass, dinnerware or ceramics.

fall Leaf Collection Program

The fall leaf collection program will run from October 15th until December 15th, which is about two weeks
longer than in previous years. Leaf bags will be available at Village Hall again this year and you can also use
brown paper (Kraft) leaf bags.

Senior Citizen Discount

More than 2,000 senior citizens took advantage of the Senior Discount that the Village Board negotiated
with Veolia, and about half of those seniors have opted for the 65-gallon refuse toter instead of the
blue 95-gallon toter. If you are a senior (65 years of age or older) you may contact the Clerk's Office at
(708) 499-7738 to sign up for the senior citizen discount.

G)VEOLIA
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

"Throwing recyclables into the garbage is like throwing money into the garbage."



Make all your arrangements in
one convenient location
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MAYOR’SREPORT Dave Heilmann

What a great time
of year! The lights,
decorations and
falling snow (as I
write this) beautiful-
ly capture the spirit
of the holiday sea-
son in Oak Lawn.
But more impor-
tantly the season is
marked by so many

people who take that extra moment this
time of year to give to others.

In that vein, I would like to spread a little
good cheer myself: We will NOT be
raising your property taxes in 2008.

There are about 15 different govern-
mental bodies that tax Oak Lawn
residents. (Cook County, Schools etc).
Frankly I think we have too many layers
of government taxing you. We get our
tax bills in the mail, see big increases,
and often don't knowwho is responsible
for this. Here is what I can tell you: the
Village of Oak Lawn held the line on our
2008 budget. I am proud that this is
the third year in a row that we have
accomplished this goal, no small task
given the substantial (and often
guaranteed) increases in our annual
operating expenses.

Some of our Key Financial Changes

• We restructured our banking relation-
ship, and now we earn very competitive
interest rates on our $20 to $30 million
in deposits, instead of 1% or less, as had
been the case in the past.
• We hired an outside auditor to
evaluate the water system and contracts
we have with other suburbs. The audit,
completed in October, revealed that Oak
Lawn residents have been paying a
disproportionate share of costs for years.

• We have commenced immediate
meetings with all suburbs to renegotiate
the water contracts so that Oak Lawn
never again subsidizes water costs for
other communities.
• We restructured the Fire Department’s
ambulance billing and collections, where
revenues from this area were $400,000 in
2004. We are projecting about $1.2
million for 2008. NOTE: This applies to
non-Oak Lawn residents only; our
residents do not get charged for
ambulance service provided by the OLFD.
• In July we restructured the investment
management process of our Police and
Fire pension funds, and in doing so
we likely preserved about $4 million in
market value of pension fund assets.
• We restructured our insurance and
benefits area and realized immediate
savings of almost $900,000.
• We eliminated an insurance broker
commission that saved another
$150,000 per year.
• We negotiated a new Waste Hauling
contract that included garbage and
recycling toters, and since then our
recycling revenues have more than
tripled, to (projected) $200,000 for 2008.
• We negotiated almost $100,000 in
back payments from our previous waste
hauler, after an internal audit revealed
that the amounts they paid us for
recyclable proceeds were inaccurate.
• We successfully negotiated contracts
with four of the six labor unions (2 still in
negotiation) and avoided costly
arbitration.
• We eliminated an outdated and
expensive civil service commission,
which was cumbersome, obsolete, and
unnecessarily costly to the Village.

I want to assure you that this
Administration is committed to operat-
ing within our means, but still providing
you with the services you have come to



By Village Clerk Jane M. Quinlan

This past Fall was a busy time in the
Village. The weekend high school
and grammar school football
games were well attended by so
many fans (includingmyself ) of our
Oak Lawn school children and
teens.

What talent our young people have
out there. It was nice to meet so
many involved residents and much

fun was had by all.

I spent the week of September 23rd in Springfield,
attending the 2007 Municipal Clerks of Illinois
Institute. My 2nd year has been completed of a 3-year
certification program and fortunately the Municipal
Clerks Association of the South and West Suburbs
awarded me a partial scholarship. It is a privilege to
be able to attend (thank you to Mayor Heilmann and
our Board of Trustees). I brought back a world of
knowledge after the intense week of classes,but even
more beneficial was the networking with the other
155 Clerks and Deputy Clerks.

The Clerk’s Office has initiated a new program called
“On The Move” Voter Registration wherein I will be
going out into the community twice amonth tomake
it easier for residents to register to vote.
With everyone’s busy schedules these days, this will
give our residents an opportunity to register if they
cannot come to the Village Hall during business
hours. Any person 18 years of age and older may reg-
ister to vote with a valid Illinois State Driver’s License
or State ID. Your identificationmust have your current
address information. For monthly locations to
register to vote (besides the Village Hall, Monday-
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.), please visit our website
at www.oaklawn-il.gov or call me at 708/499-7738.

February 5, 2008 is the Presidential Primary Election.
TheVillage of Oak Lawn is an EarlyVoting Center,so you
can vote early beginning Monday, January 14th
through Thursday, January 31st. Please come to the
Village Clerk’s Office on the 2nd Floor of theVillage Hall.

If at anytime I can be of any assistance, please never
hesitate to call. I have an open door policy and all are
welcome. From my family to yours, a Happy Holiday
Season and a prosperous New Year.

QUINLAN’SQUOTES

rely upon and expect. And I want to personally
thank our Village Board, staff, and each and every
employee who have worked so hard to that end.

The New Channel 4...
The New Year will also bring a new Channel 4,
which currently provides information about the
Village in a banner form that runs in a continuous
loop. We want this channel to be so much more
than that, one that demonstrates what Oak Lawn
is all about. First among the new content will be
televising our Village Board meetings, but you will
also see emergency and safety alerts, video of
school and family events that take place in our
community, and other great content. It's a work in
progress, so we thank you for your patience. But
compared to what we have now (a tad shy
of Emmy material), I think you'll like the
improvement.

The NewWebsite...
You will also see in the New Year a new and
improved Village website (www.oaklawn-il.gov),
where you will have easier access to Village infor-
mation and improved methods of communicat-
ing and conducting business with the Village.

Communication efforts…
One of the things of which I am most proud is the
effort to improve communications with you.
Whether through our Community United email
newsletter, our Safety Alert emails, our plans for
Channel 4, and these issues of “The Outlook,” I
think our efforts in this area have been very effec-
tive. I have heard from hundreds of Oak Lawn res-
idents and businesses over the past 2½ years, and
I truly enjoy the ability to "talk" with you directly
and address your problems and concerns in a fast
and efficient manner.

That said, there are drawbacks to electronic mail,
like when an out-of-state Christian association
recently emailed its nationwide network of mem-
bers telling them that “Oak Lawn was banning
Christmas.” Among the hundred or so “colorful”
e-mails I received, one person suggested that Oak
Lawn be thrown out of the United States. For the
record, that isn't on our agenda for 2008.

In closing out another great year for our Village,
Happy Holidays, Happy New Year, and yes, Merry
Christmas, frommy family - Erica,Natalie, Joey and
Michael - to yours, and our best wishes for 2008.

Mayor Dave Heilmann

MAYOR’SREPORT CON’T.



MANAGEMENTCORNER Fire Chief
Edward Folliard

The Oak Lawn Fire Department
has advanced its Emergency
Medical Services to our
residents. All of the Oak Lawn
ambulances are now Advanced
Life Support ambulances.
Through an Advocate Christ

Medical Center funded program, our ambulances
are equipped with portable 12-lead electrocardio-
gram monitors. This has already succeeded in early
in-the-field detection of a heart attack, which
reduces precious minutes and seconds to
emergency treatment.

The Oak Lawn Fire Department has upgraded its
rescue tools through a grant from the Firemen's
Fund. These new tools are twice as powerful and
half the weight of the old extrication tools used at
vehicle accidents.They are currently carried on Oak
Lawn's Squad-1.

In the next several weeks, the Oak Lawn Fire
Department will by accepting delivery of a new
Emergency-One fire engine. All three firehouses
will have Emergency-One engines.The new engine
will be assigned to Fire Station 1 at 103rd and
Kostner.

Police Chief
William Villanova

With the upcoming holidays I would like to wish
everyone a safe and happy holiday season. This
season is about family and friends and the joys
they bring but it also presents opportunities for
people such as pick-pockets to take advantage of
crowds and ply their trade. Some simple
precautions can prevent months or even years of
trouble dealing with the unlawful use of credit
cards or even worse the theft of your identity.
Check our website at www.oaklawn-il.gov for a
detailed list of precautions.

On another note, we completed our first Citizen
Police Academy and after 12 weeks our attendees
spoke very highly of the course and the Oak Lawn
Police Officers who were the instructors. Due to
the success of the program,more classes are being
planned. If you want to reserve a place in a future
class contact Officer James Pacetti @ 499.7880.

VillageManager
Larry R.Deetjen CM

I have dedicated my first 100 days as Village Manager to
transforming our Village administration to position us well
for growth and development, now and for the next 100
years. But a journey of a thousandmiles always beginswith
a first step, and that first step was establishing our 2008
Strategic Objectives:

• Establish financial stability
• Upgrade Village infrastructure (e.g. streets) and capital
assets (e.g. fire trucks)

• Emphasize a strong and safer community
• Pursue customer service excellence
• Promote a sound and viable economic development
agenda and Village image

• Embrace technology throughout the organization
• Develop and nurture human resources
• Achieve a cleaner, greener and sustainable Oak Lawn
• Celebrate history, culture and community diversity
• Secure and strengthen community, business and
government partnerships

Andwhile the aboveobjectives are not in a prioritizedorder,
the first one - establishing financial stability – is our most
important objective. YourMayor and Board ofTrustees have
been leading the charge in this area for the last 2 years, and
in doing so they discovered several financial irregularities in
our water department, banking, pension investments, and
accounting and reporting procedures, just to name a few.
Quite frankly, the Village’s financial and reporting systems
are dramatically outdated and certainly not adequate for a
Village on the move.

My office is committed to changing all that, and my first
step in this direction was the recruitment and hiring of Oak
Lawn native son Brian Hanigan as our Finance Director.
Brian has extensive experience in accounting and finance,
an excellent educational background, andmost importantly
a strong desire to help keep our community healthy and
vibrant.

By the time you read this, we will likely have passed the
2008 Village budget, which for the 3rd year in a row will
NOT require an increase in your property taxes. And in
large respect you played a part in our budgeting successes,
by doing the“little things” that really do make a difference:
recycling, conserving water, reporting suspicious activity,
etc. And as we head into the winter months, please
be respectful of our Public Works’ snow and ice patrols
maintaining our streets during storms.

I strongly believe that the future is very bright for our
Village, and during this season of giving, and of reflection
on the blessings of this great Nation, I would like to wish
you, on behalf of my family and our village management
team, a very joyous and safe holiday season!



AROUND THE 3RD DISTRICT Bob Streit

Happy Holidays

With the holidays upon us, I would like to wish
you and your family a happy, healthy and safe
holiday season. I would also like to ask you to
remember those individuals and families that
may be experiencing difficulty in our community.

Your generosity will continue to warm the hearts of so many people
during the holiday season and throughout the year. As we spend
time with our families this holiday season, please remember to pray
for the young men and women who continue to defend our
freedom. May they be kept safe until they return home to their
families. Let us also remember those who have served before them
with honor and courage.

Quiet Zones

In a previous publication, Mayor Heilmann had stated that
establishing quiet zones is a priority for the village.This past month,
the Village Board took the first step in establishing quiet zones by

hiring an engineering firm to do the preliminary design work. This
is the first of many steps in complying with federal regulations. The
design will likely include the installation of quad gates, which
prevent people from going around railroad crossings and
eliminates the need for train whistles. Studies have shown that
residences and businesses within the range of train horns benefit
substantially from the elimination of these horns through increased
property values, increased market interest, esthetics, and overall
enjoyment of the community.

Constituent Services

Over the years, I have met and talked with so many residents
regarding issues of concern to our neighborhood. I have found that
our fellow residents often have creative and practical solutions to
the problems confronting our community. If you would like to meet
with me to discuss these or any other village issues, please call my
office at 422-3600 or drop me an e-mail at rstreit@oaklawn-il.gov.As
always, I am available everyday to meet with individuals or groups
to address your concerns. Have a safe and enjoyable Holiday
Season!

AROUND THE 2ND DISTRICT Alex Olejniczak

Hello to all the residents of Oak Lawn. One of our
goals was to reach out and make our government
more accessible to you. In that vein, I have enjoyed
meeting with many 2nd District residents in your
homes to discuss the neighborhood issues that
concern you. I appreciate the kind hospitality you
have shown, especially to someone involved in
politics.

There have been a lot of welcome changes in the 2nd District over the
past fewmonths.The Village has installed an automatic speed display
sign on Southwest Highway and Massasoit. It has made a positive
impact by reducing speeding in an area where Southwest Hwy.heads
south towards 95th Street, and children who attend the High School,
cross to go to school.

We have successfully completed the long overdue paving of three
alleys. 52nd Avenue was totally replaced from 87th Street to 91st
Street,alongwith adjacent sidewalk improvements.We have approved
our 2008 budget and will continue with our commitment to pave the
alleys in the 2nd District.We anticipate being able to pave at least 2-3
more in 2008 along with street and sidewalk improvements.

Safety is a daily topic in and around the 2nd District. I have been
working with the Mayor, my fellow Trustees and the Police
Department to address the safety issues that are directly related to
the properties and businesses located on Columbus Drive. This is an
important issue to all of us and we are not going to stop until we have
it resolved.We are currently addressing these issues with the owners
of these properties.

The issues that we, the residents of the 2nd District, have brought to
the Board have been the catalyst for a new Responsible Landlord -
Tennant Ordinance. Approved in December, it will make sure land-
lords are held responsible for the tenants to whom they rent, that
their property is properly maintained, and that there is accountability
for a tenant's actions. This is a great example of how your
communication with us has resulted in a positive change for the
residents of the Village of Oak Lawn. A change that will make our
neighborhoods safer for years to come.

As always if you have any concerns, problems or questions please call
me at (708) 346-7002 or E-mail at aolejniczak@oaklawn-il.gov. I hope
you and your family have a safe and happy holiday season. See you
around the neighborhood!

AROUNDTHE 1STDISTRICT Jerry Hurckes
On behalf of my family, we would like to wish all of you
a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New
Year.

Inmid November on two separate weekends,a group of
volunteers along with; Mary Grana, Gene Weslowski
from our Family service organization, The Oak Lawn
Community Partnership, myself as well as a host of
others, raked the leaves for over 100 seniors in the
Village of Oak Lawn.This worthwhile program now in its
10th year has done a wonderful job of bringing our

children into our community doing a great service for our seniors. Thank you to
all who participated.

Our Senior Snow Program for those seniors who need help and live in the 1st
District, is once again starting upwithwinter right around the corner. If you are in
need of your driveway being plowed,please contactme at 599-7302 to be put on
the list. Snow is removed after it has stopped snowing that day and when there
is over 2 inches of accumulated snow.

As a reminder, when removing snow from your driveway, snow should not be
pushed into the street,please direct it onto your grass on the parkway.Our plows
are only able to make a few passes on each block and adding snow once they
have passed, makes our streets very dangerous. Please be courteous to your
neighbors.

Congratulations to Dave Guerrero, a 1st District resident, who is the new West
Side Baseball Board President, Dave and his new board were appointed in
September. Also congratulations to Dave Conrath,Oak Lawn Baseball President,
who is in his 2nd term as President of Oak Lawn Baseball. These two
organizations serve thousands of families and do a fabulous job for our children,
thanks again.

As we have in the past, we will once again have our 1st District decorating
contest for homes in the 1st District of Oak Lawn that put on a beautiful display
of holiday decorations.Each year we try to have differentwinners,40 homes have
won awards in the past 10 years. Judges will travel up and down our streets the
week of December 16th to pick this year’s winners. Winners receive a gift
certificate and plaque for their wonderful decorations. To nominate a home
please call 599-7302.

Congratulations to our Oak Lawn Fire Department who have been awarded a
$600,000 grant for First Responders from the Federal Government,also thank you
to Congressman Lipinski for his help in obtaining this grant. Both offices have
done a great service to our community to help pay for new equipment.

As always, I am available the last Saturday of the month at the Johnston center
(94th and Oak Park), from 9 a.m. until Noon, or for immediate service please
contact me at my home at 599-7302.

Once again Merry Christmas and a very Happy NewYear.
Jerry Hurckes

TRUSTEE’SUPDATES



AROUND THE 4TH DISTRICT Steve Rosenbaum

The Men’s Wearhouse, a long-time quality Oak
Lawn retailer, will be relocating to 9625 South
Cicero Avenue. This location is adjacent to
Staples Office Supply store.

In conjunction, a new Corner Bakery will be
opening at 9621 South Cicero Avenue. Thus,
after some delay, two desirable businesses will

be filling the vacant space in that upgraded development.

Traffic near Advocate Christ Medical Center remains an ongoing
issue. In an effort to alleviate egress problems onto Keeler Avenue,

the hospital, with the concurrence of the Village, opened a new
westbound exit on 93rd Street from the surface lot. The signage is
designed to restrict traffic from turning eastbound into the
residential area of Crawford Gardens. Staff will continue to analyze
the results of this new traffic pattern.

As before, I will continue to hold 4th District NeighborhoodMeetings
where we can meet face-to-face to discuss all facets of activities in
the Village of Oak Lawn. Meeting announcements are listed in local
newspapers and on Cable TV. I can also be reached at 708-346-7004.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. May 2008 be a wonderful year
for you.

AROUND THE 5TH DISTRICT Carol Quinlan

I would like to first extend a warm welcome to
Brian Hanigan, our new Finance Director. Brian
and Larry Deetjen have worked extremely hard
these past few months to strengthen our water
department. As you may know, for many years
Oak Lawn has been losing money on the water
we sell to our neighboring communities. The

Village is now working with our customers to reach a fair and prof-
itable billing agreement with the hopes of improving our service
and infrastructure all the way around.

Secondly, I have heard from many residents who live in the Eagle
Ridge / Acorn Glen area in regards to their heavy morning traffic.
I have asked our Police Chief for a traffic study in order to evaluate
the number of cars and their speeds when driving through this area.
I have also requested more police presence near the 111th Street

entrances since it is a violation for non-residential cars to turn into
Acorn Glen between 7:00 am – 9:00 am. Lastly, I have been speaking
to our CSX transportation representative to discuss what options we
have to prevent the morning train from stopping across the 108th &
Central tracks. If this problem continueswemay need to look at other
possible solutions to prevent cars from cutting across the neighbor-
hood to avoid the trains. I welcome your input on this matter.

Also, the Public Works Committee has met to discuss the constant
flooding issues on many of our streets. During the upcoming 2008
budget meetings we will be pushing for monies to help alleviate
these problems.

Please note that the smaller blue garbage tote (35 gallon) is now
available. If interested,please contact me with your request. I can be
reached at 708-346-7005 or via email at cquinlan@oaklawn-il.gov.
Lastly, I wish you and your family the very best during our Holiday
Season!

AROUNDTHE 6THDISTRICT Tom Phelan

I don’t know about you,but it seems you can’t read
a local newspaper nowadays without seeing a
story about billions in tax increases that we will
likely see at the county and state levels. As we
head into theHolidays, it’s gratifying to say thatwe
were able to deliver on our promise to manage
your tax dollars more efficiently.

Not only will we close out 2007 with several changes in place that will
lead to a better-run Village, but we enter 2008 with yet another
balanced budget – our 3rd in a row - that won’t require increases in
your property taxes.

Turning to matters that more directly impact our neighborhood, I am
also pleased to report that we will be adding resources in our Police
Department that will help us remain vigilant in our crime-fighting. We
also have dedicated significant resources to an emergency response
and disaster preparedness plan, which hasn’t been updated in almost
15 years, and we will be working closely with Advocate Christ Hospital
on this plan.

And for the many residents who have complained about the condition
of their streets, I am extremely happy to report that we will be
DOUBLING the number of streets we traditionally re-surface each year,
and we’ll be doing this for the next 3 years. Speaking of streets – have
our streets ever lookedbetter or cleaner? Thank you for doing your part
to use the new waste containers, and especially for your efforts to
recycle!

In closing, a sincere thanks to all of our Village managers and
employees for their help, responsiveness, and support, and most
importantly for their willingness to embrace themany changes that we
are implementing to make our Village more productive and efficient.
Equally important, “Thank You” to all of you, the residents of our
neighborhood, for your calls, emails, suggestions, and alerts, all of
which have contributed to the growth, safety, and health of our
neighborhood. If you would like to receive my FREE “Neighborhood
Updates”email newsletter simply send an email to falo98@aol.com.

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and joyous holiday season, and for a
happy and prosperous new year.

-Tom Phelan



Oak Lawn Emergency Communications evolved
from a single dispatch operation in the old police
department located onDumkeDrive.The dispatchers
punched time clocks and wrote everything out on
cards. They served only the Oak Lawn police
department for many years in a small room located
just outside of the roll call room in the PD.Youwould
have been hard pressed to find a single computer in
the old center. Some of our veteran dispatchers
refer to that era as “The Good Ole Days,” when life
was simple, a little slower, and definitely a lot less
complicated!

In the early 90’s, the dispatchers moved to a new
location in the Village Hall. With obvious plans to
expand, the new center was state of the art at the
time but they still conducted business on hand-
written cards and paper maps.

In the late 90’s the 9-1-1 center acquired CAD
(Computer Aided Dispatch) and that enabled them
to input their 9-1-1 calls into a computer database.
By the late 90’s we were also able to“see”our caller’s

name and address when they dialed 9-1-1 from
a residential or business phone. The center grew
from a single agency dispatch center to a
multi-jurisdictional 9-1-1 center.We now serve 8 fire
departments, 4 police departments and about
160,000 residents, In order to address the growth
of the center and aging equipment, another
renovation began this past spring. Using the 9-1-1

surcharge funds that support our center, we were
able to upgrade our phone system, radio system,
and dispatch consoles. We also purchased an
automated mapping system to aid the dispatchers
in locating 9-1-1 callers on cellular phones.

The new 9-1-1 center is state of the art and
equipped with all of the tools the dispatchers need
to get the calls answered and police and fire
dispatched.

Looking back over the years, we have come a long
way in the 9-1-1 industry. From punch cards and
paper to touch screen monitors and automated
mapping; we have seen it all. Some of you may
recall that years ago we did not even have 9-1-1
and had to rely on a 7-digit emergency number!
Now we can plot a cellular call on a map using GPS
coordinates and we are living through the
evolution of internet phone service. There is talk
that the next generation of 9-1-1 may include text
messaging. The one thing that has remained
constant however, is the talent behind the
microphone; the men and women who work
tirelessly to answer the calls for help; the
dispatchers who are the unsung heroes in public
safety.

The History of Our 9-1-1 Center

August 1989

October 2007



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

CORNER BAKERY – 96TH & CICERO

We think you’re going to like it at Corner Bakery. A warm welcome and an easy escape –
great with friends or all by yourself. The atmosphere is always relaxed. The outdoor café has
seating for well over 100 customers and will include heaters to enjoy your meal outdoors
all year.Themenu boasts fresh breads, salads, sandwiches, soups and sweets. Corner Bakery
also tosses all its specialty salads. For the indecisive, Corner Bakery provides the Corner
Combo,where patrons can sample both a half a sandwich or panini and Caesar salad or cup
of soup. You can eat in or outdoors, take it to go, or have it catered right to you. Whenever
you need it, wherever you need it, it's your own unique corner of Oak Lawn. Look for the
Grand Opening in late spring.

JASON’S DELI – 95TH & MELVINA

Jason’s Deli is coming to Oak Lawn! The old Bell Plaza has undergone a complete facelift
and will now be called The Shops of Oak Lawn. Jason’s Deli will now be joining Chipotle at
this site. A casual dining deli restaurant, Jason’s Deli features a unique combination of tra-
ditional deli food as well as Jason’s own style of sandwiches, soups, salad bar, baked pota-
toes, pasta, New Orleans muffalettas and po’boys. The muffaletta is Jason’s Deli signature
sandwich. It is served on 9-inch sesame seed bread with ham and hard salami, or turkey,
with provolone cheese and an olive mixture. After your meal, try a dessert. In addition to
family-friendly dining, Jason’s offers take out, delivery and fresh-made catering for all occa-
sions. Jason’s has a complimentary, low-fat, soft-serve ice cream right behind the salad bar!
Jason’s Deli is expected to open in May of 2008.

MEN’SWEARHOUSE – 96TH & CICERO AVE

Men’s Wearhouse Inc. is moving to Cicero Avenue. The Men’s clothing retailer will open a
5,000 square-foot store at 9625 S. Cicero Avenue which will be located next to Staples.
Men’s Wearhouse is currently located at 6101 West 95th Street. The new store will open in
February 2008. Men’sWearhouse offers a broad selection of designer, brand name and pri-
vate label merchandise at prices well below prices found at traditional department and
specialty stores. Men’s Wearhouse carries suits, sport coats, slacks, formal wear, business
casual, sportswear, outerwear, dress shirts, shoes and accessories.Men’sWearhouse also has
tuxedo rental and sales along with a full-service tailor shop. Don’t forget to visit in
February!

SBT CENTRE - 104TH & CICERO AVENUE

A great addition to Cicero Avenue is the newly constructed retail buildings which will be
called the SBT Centre. These buildings with distinctive architecture design and flair were
built by Mr. Gus Danos of Comar Properties. The two retail buildings have 3,000 and 7,000
square feet of space available. At the present time, a new T-Mobile cell dealer has commit-
ted to the site and is now open for business.

95TH & OAK PARK AVENUE

Ground breaking has begun on the new 10,000 square foot retail building located west of
the Mazda Dealership at 95th & Oak Park Avenue. Starbucks has committed on construct-
ing a new store with an opening date scheduled for late spring which will bring a total of
three Starbucks coffee shops in Oak Lawn. Stay tuned for future retailers to come.



General Information

Analysis of Oak Lawn Recycling Revenue
Rolling 5-month Periods (June 1st to October 31st)
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While the Village anticipated a 50% increase in recycling revenues,we actually have seen a 65% increase. In the
first four months of service with Veolia Environmental Services, revenues from recycling are up from $47,008 in
2006 to $77,727 for the same time period in 2007. This added revenue from recycling reduces our taxes as Oak
Lawn residents. Keep up the good work. Remember to recycle during this Holiday Season. All those gift boxes,
bags and paper on Christmas morning can be recycled. While entertaining, keep an extra can available for your
empty bottles and cans rather than mixing them in with your household trash. Every little bit makes a
difference. Help us keep the Earth green and earn a little “green” for Oak Lawn!

RECYCLE, RECYCLE, RECYCLE

UPDATE ON 111TH AND CICERO DEVELOPMENT

Many people have been asking lately about the sta-
tus of the proposed development at 111th & Cicero.
We are in still in Phase 1 of the development -
property acquisition. While it is our desire that
the project moves along more quickly, property
acquisition is the most difficult part of a development
and it can take years to pull things together.

Complicating the matter further is the lawsuit filed
by Kmart (and parent company Sears). For those
who aren’t aware or don’t recall, the Village engaged
one of the foremost TIF experts in Illinois, Kane
McKenna, to complete a study of the 111th & Cicero
property, and their report found that the property
did indeed possess factors (including a finding of
“blight”) that would justify a Tax Increment
Financing District (“TIF”).

Based upon those findings, the Village approved a
$25 million TIF, and afterwards we had hoped to
work with all the property owners to negotiate sales.

The JC Penney Company actually owns the land that
Kmart sits on, but unfortunately within weeks of the
TIF being approved, Kmart sued the Village,
challenging the findings by Kane McKenna. Kmart
also controls the lease on the vacant Dominick's
site, so their lawsuit has slowed down the entire
development process.

We have been trying to work with Kmart, even offer-
ing a two story location on a smaller footprint, as
well as discussing other settlement options that
would work to our mutual benefit. Those efforts will
continue and hopefully lead to a resolution, which
we hope in turn will lead to productive talks with
JC Penney, who has been hesitant to negotiate with
us while its tenant - Kmart – is suing us.

This could be a time-consuming but eventually
rewarding process. We remain as optimistic as ever
that this will be a tremendous development not only
for Oak Lawn families, but for the entire region.



SENIOR HAPPENINGS
The Oak Lawn Senior Center is located in the heart
of town. The many recreational programs include
Bridge, Canasta, Chess, Movies, Pinochle, Line

Dancing and day trips. Health screenings and
exercise programs are also available. A variety of
additional programs are added,monthly.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS:

Monday, January 14th at 10:00 a.m.
Eddie Korosa Jr., America's Prince of Polka will share
his talents. Eddie has performed on television,radio
and in movies for over 40 years as well as Polish
festivals all over the world.

Monday, February 11th at 10:00 a.m.
Detective Tom Cronin from the Oak Lawn Police
Department will discuss "Safety for Seniors".
His presentation will include helpful crime
prevention tips for home, while shopping and in
parking lots.

Monday,March 17th at 10:00 a.m.
Vocalist Nora Drysch will take all on a sentimental
journey through the big band era.

Box Lunch Day
The last Thursday of every month at 10:30 a.m. is Box
Lunch Day.The lunch is sponsored by local businesses
therefore making it affordable to seniors in the

Village. The sponsor is given an opportunity to
explain their business and what they have to offer
seniors. The cost to the senior is $3.00 which includes
lunch, refreshments and bingo. Space is limited and
tickets may be purchased at the Center.

Upcoming sponsors are:
January: Comfort Keepers,
February: Cusack Insurance,
March: Harmony Home Health Agency

Income Tax Preparation
Beginning February 4th income tax assistance for
Oak Lawn seniors will be offered. Volunteers trained
by the IRS in cooperation with AARP can prepare
simple forms. An appointment is required.

The Center is open Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. For further details or assistance you
may call 499-0240 or drop by at 5330 West 95 Street
to pick up a schedule of events and activities.

The Agency of the Year Award was presented to the
Oak Lawn Family Service Department at the NAMI
Southwest Fall benefit in September. NAMI
Southwest is the local affiliate ofNationalAlliance on
Mental Illness and NAMI Illinois, they serve the
southwest side of Chicago and southwest suburbs.
Their mission is to improve the lives of persons with
severe mental illnesses and their families. NAMI’s
membership includes parents, spouses, siblings,
children and friends of people with mental illness as
well as a number of mental health care professionals.
Oak Lawn Family Service received this award for its
many years of service to our community.

We provide assistance to residents who are
experiencing financial or housing crisis. Funding
received is limited,but it is put to good use providing
emergency food, shelter, and clothing, and assistance

with rent, utilities and medication for Oak Lawn and
Hometown residents only. Additionally, we will
provide information and referrals to various social
service agencies that will help meet needs that are
beyond the scope of services offered at Oak Lawn
Family Services.

The Village of Oak Lawn has taken a position of
leadership in providing such services to its residents
by recognizing the strains and pressures of today’s
world. Our overall goal is to empower Oak Lawn
residents, connect them with available community
resources and be the first step towards good mental
health and healthy family relationships.

If you need help, please call Oak Lawn Family
Service at 708-423-3361
- We are here to help you!

FAMILY SERVICES
Recognized with Agency of the Year Award &

Celebrates 40 Years of Service to the Community



The new and humorous stop signs
unveiled on September 30 have put
Oak Lawn in the international spot-
light. In addition to local news cov-
erage, there was national coverage
by the Fox News Network, Good
Morning America and the Today
Show. ABC On-line came out again
December 4 for another story on
the creative public awareness cam-
paign to get people to stop at the
signs. Mayor Heilmann has also
done radio interviews with the BBC
in London and programs in Ireland
and Germany. The Village has been contacted by
numerous cities who want to follow Oak Lawn’s lead
and try similar efforts in their communities.
The list of sayings: In the Naaame of Love; Whoaah;
Right There Pilgrim;Whoa Whoa Wait A Minute; Even If
You’re On The Phone; Even If No One’s Looking; Or I’ll
Tell You’re Mom; Or We’ll Hunt You Down; Billion Dollar

Fine; Do Not Pass Go; Or The Police
Will Yell At You; Pausing Doesn’t Cut
It; Really. You Gotta Stop; It’s Really
Self-Explanatory; Or I’ll Scream;Who
Goes There; Freeze!; Hold It Right
There Buster; Sign Is Not Just For
Decoration; And Smell the Roses;
Then You Can Go; Means That You
Aren’t Moving;Not An Optional Sign;
Don’t Just Pause; and Stop Stop Stop
Stop Stop Pleeeease!.
If you have intersections you would
like to draw to our attention, let us
know. 3M, the company who sup-

plies the materials, agreed to underwrite the cost of
110 signs in exchange for being able to feature the
signs in their promotional brochures.
“Hopefully, through this effort we can draw attention
to the need to be careful and stop at the signs”, said
Mayor Heilmann. “And it never hurts to give residents
a reason to smile.”

NEW
OAK LAWN
STOP SIGNS

MAKE
WORLDWIDE

NEWS

SAVING THE LIFE OF A HEART ATTACKVICTIM

As of November 1 2007, the Oak Lawn Fire Department is providing three Advanced Life Support ambulances with 12
lead ECK capabilities. This allows Advocate Christ Hospital with state of the art access to heart conditions in the field.
A cardiologist can observe a 360 degree view of the patient’s heart from the field and notify the Cath Lab to meet the
patient in the Emergency Room. This saves the heart attack patient precious time to prevent damage to the heart.
The old system had Basic Life Support capabilities which handled broken arms and non life threatening injuries.Today
every ambulance that responds in Oak Lawn has this advanced capability.We are now better prepared than ever to
assist victims at the most critical time of their lives.

CHRIST HOSPITAL

Village officials met recently with officials from Christ Hospital to learn about a plan that they call “Vision 2017”.
This presentation included the hospital’s plans to improve health care for the region over the next ten years. The
administration’s objectives are to achieve the 90th percentile in every category. Hospital officials stressed the desire to
partner with the Village in achieving our mutual objectives. We are truly blessed to have one of the finest institutions in
Illinois located right here, in our community.

ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

The Village recently approved the creation of a new Architectural and Design Review Board,which shall
perform the following tasks:

1. Survey existing commercial buildings within the Village as to exterior design and materials.
2.Make recommendations as to the design and materials for new construction and remodeling of
existing commercial buildings in the Village.

3.Make recommendations as to methods of financing facade improvements for existing
commercial buildings.

We are looking for three individuals to serve on this panel.The individuals must be residents of the
Village and have a background in architecture, construction, finance and/or commercial businesses
experience in the Village.These are volunteer positions.No salary, no pension, no benes.
Maybe a free t-shirt at Fall on the Green.

Contact Meg Gorman at(708) 499.7740 or mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov if you are interested.

NEW“STOP”SIGNS



’TIS THE SEASON IN OAK LAWN



Village of Oak Lawn
9446 S. Raymond Avenue
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453

Emergency 9-1-1
Mayor Dave Heilmann 499-7740
Managers Office 499-7743
Police Department 422-8292
Fire Department 499-7700
Public Works 499-7758
Engineering 499-7816
Building 499-7801
Health & Sanitation 499-7804/7820
Administrative Services 499-7760
Senior Citizens 499-0240
Family Services 423-3361
Clerks Office 499-7738
Main Switchboard 636-4400
Emergency Communication
Department 499-7721

Visit our website
www.oaklawn-il.gov.com
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Postal Patron
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Avenue Flower Shop
10632 S. Cicero Oak Lawn, IL

708-636-7090
www.avenueflowershop.com
~Flowers for every occasion~

Open 7 days a week
Servicing the entire Chicagoland
area & surrounding suburbs

*Receive $5 Off your next cash & carry purchase with this ad*

4720 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

(708) 425.9591

8932 S. Ridgeland Ave.
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

(708) 599.4747
Marion Wagner ~ Manager

PHIL’S PIZZA &
CATERING
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MAYOR’S REPORT Dave Heilmann

In just a few days we
will close out Oak
Lawn’s 99th year and
begin our Centennial
year anniversary. Over
this time, so many
have contributed to
make Oak Lawn what
it is today, a vibrant
community, strong in
faith, family, and

inseparable south-side friendships. I am
always amazed by the number of people
who volunteer their time and energy, in
large ways and small, for all the activities
that take place within our borders. You are
all owed a debt of thanks.

Very Good Progress in 2008…
Few communities in Illinois completed as
much infrastructure and street improve-
ments as Oak Lawn, and even fewer did it
without a tax increase, as we did. We also
hired more full-time police, and created a
new part-time police program to supple-
ment our excellent full-time force. This
could put another 25 officers on our streets,
at a time when police departments across
the country are considering layoffs.

We were also able to enhance our commu-
nication with you through Channel 4, sig-
nificantly expand the number of family
events on the Village Green, continue our
recycling and beautification efforts, attract
new high quality businesses, and still deliv-
er a high level of village services while liv-
ing within our fiscal means.

How we are doing in this economy…
Through the first three quarters of the
year, sales tax revenues were at
$9,774,729, slightly below the 2007 fig-
ure of $9,813,048 for that period.
However, our forecasts for the 4th quarter
sales tax receipts are not optimistic as the

economic conditions are taking their toll.
At this moment, we estimate that the
Village is looking at a $2 million deficit
we have to fill for 2009. The staff and
board are working diligently to find addi-
tional ways to reduce expenses and gen-
erate revenues outside of tax increases.

We could use your help. As our economy
struggles I encourage a concerted effort to
make your purchases in Oak Lawn. We
have many terrific merchants who would
love to see some new Oak Lawn cus-
tomers this holiday season. And for those
of you buying your spouse a car for
Christmas, we trust that you’ll purchase
that and the big red bow in Oak Lawn.

In Pension Fund News…
Without question the most significant
development ever for Oak Lawn’s police
and fire pension funds came in the past 16
months. Pension funds across the country
are down as much as 30% and this could
have meant a loss of $40 million to our
funds. The good news is, this didn’t hap-
pen, and in fact our pension funds earned
almost $2 million dollars in 2008.

In mid-2007 we recognized that we
needed to dramatically change our pen-
sion fund management. There were too
many unanswered questions about how
these important funds were being man-
aged. In the course of restructuring our
assets, evaluating our strategies, and
securing new fund managers, we were
able to provide a long term savings to
you, the taxpayers who are responsible
for funding these pensions, of $30-$40
million. At the first meeting with the
new fund managers, one said to us: “You
should know that you are overseeing one
of the best performing pension funds in
the world.”



Village Clerk Jane M. Quinlan

Never a dull moment in the
Clerk’s Office. This fall was the
busiest I’ve been since I took
office over 3 years ago. For the
last 6 months, registering people
to vote has been a top priority –
what a turn-out. Also, the “On
The Move” Voter Registration
Program has been well received
throughout the Village. Early

Voting in the Village Hall was extremely popular.
We had 5,366 voters from October 13th through
October 30th and voters were patient with the long
lines. To see so many people voice their opinion is
what we need,“A Voice In Government”.

In Early Fall, Oak Lawn-Hometown School District
123 Curriculum Differentiation Support Facilitator
Mary Giovanazzi, asked me to assist them in secur-
ing some voting booths for a “Mock Election” they
held on October 30th. Working together we secured
enough voting booths to make this day a success. I
spoke to a group of 5th graders about how important
it is to register to vote at age 18 and then follow
through and vote. Many intelligent questions were
asked by the students on the voting process.

On Sunday morning, October 12th, I left for
Springfield to complete my 3rd year of the 3-year
Municipal Clerks of Illinois Institute. I was fortu-
nate to be awarded a $400.00 partial scholarship
from the Illinois Municipal Clerks Association to
attend. I returned the following Friday after my
graduation. On November 14th, 2008 I was accept-
ed as a Registered Municipal Clerk in the State of
Illinois and am in the process of applying to be a
Certified Municipal Clerk in the International
Institute of Municipal Clerks. The bond I have with
so many Clerks throughout the State of Illinois has
been rewarding. With this networking, I am trying
to bring as much valuable information to Oak Lawn
as I can.

In closing, I’ll be brief - Oak Lawn is lucky to have
so many caring and conscientious people in our
town. If you are out and about, stop by to see me.

Happy Holidays to all!

QUINLAN’S QUOTES

Recycle, recycle, recycle…
The best example of how you, the residents, have had
a direct impact on your own financial situation over the
past 18 months has been the recycling program with
the new toters. Just a few years ago the annual recy-
cling proceeds averaged 20,000 per year. This year we
will hit $200,000, ten times that amount. That’s
$200,000 we don’t have to ask you for in taxes.

“Our 100th year…”
Our plan is to make our 100-year anniversary the finest
and most memorable in the Village’s history. We will
kick-off the celebration in mid-May with an
Anniversary Ball at the Hilton, then continue with a
series of family events for the next 100 days, culminat-
ing with a tremendous Fall on the Green / 100th
Anniversary Festival. And we will look to have all of
these activities and events sponsored by private dona-
tions, making them effectively FREE for our residents.

We have other plans and ideas, like a public art exhib-
it (like “Cows on Parade” in Chicago); a "Turn Back
the Clock" golf tourney (with appropriate attire); a
Ferris Wheel on the Green; a Taste of Oak Lawn; a
children's parade, etc. Our goal with all of these is to
make our Centennial memorable, educational and fun.
At a time when we hear constant forecasts of bad news,
know that we are working to bring you a year of posi-
tive and affordable events for families to enjoy close to
home.

Speaking of Our Village Green…
We want to bring you to the center of town for more
family events. There is more we can do with that area
to greatly improve it, make it more pedestrian friendly,
and have it be a destination for residents - without
incurring a financial burden. There are a number of
exciting possibilities we will be exploring in 2009 that
I think residents will enjoy and very much support.

Great Comments…
A neighbor said to me, “Hey, I watch Channel 4 all the
time.” I was pleased to hear that. She went on, “yeah,
whenever I can’t sleep, I just turn on Channel 4.” We’ll
do our best to speak in calm, relaxing tones for all who
turn to this channel to help get that extra rest at night.

Enjoy the Holiday Season in Oak Lawn…
As tough as the news has been on the economic front,
I hope you find time to enjoy this holiday season and
the wonderful moments it brings. Our community is
the envy of many others, and the decorations alone
should certainly put you in the holiday spirit.

On behalf my wife Erica, children Natalie, Joey, and
Michael, I want to wish you a Merry Christmas, and a
happy, healthy, and safe New Year.

MAYOR’S REPORT (CONT.)



MANAGER’S CORNER

Village Manager Larry R. Deetjen, CM

As we close out the year, I am proud
to report on the status of several
important 2008 Goals:

INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENTS

I don't have to remind anyone how last winter’s severe
weather decimated our streets, and in so doing severe-
ly impaired the safety and appearance of our neighbor-
hoods. Your Village Board responded to this crisis by
making road resurfacing and repair a top priority, and
they embarked on the most ambitious street resurfac-
ing program in modern Oak Lawn history.

After months of dirt, dust and detours, not to mention
almost 80,000 tons of asphalt and concrete, I am
pleased to say we accomplished our 2008 Phase 1
resurfacing goals, and beat our deadline by more than
2 weeks. In all, 55 miles of streets were re-paved,
along with almost 7 miles of curbs and 114 new drive-
way aprons. Phase 2 will commence in the Spring and
we hope to have similar success.

111th & CICERO DEVELOPMENT
I’m sure everyone is curious and excited about the
potential development at 111th & Cicero. We contin-
ue to negotiate with Kmart over their lawsuit to prevent
the development, but parallel to this we are meeting
and communicating with several quality developers
who are interested in the site.

How important is this project? The benefits of addi-
tional shops and restaurants in a beautiful, scenic set-
ting are obvious. So, too, are the benefits that the
infrastructure improvements we are trying to incorpo-
rate into the plan to relieve the constant residential
flooding in this area. But the economic benefits can’t
be overstated, and we need to look no further than
Chicago Ridge’s Westfield Mall and Evergreen Plaza
to see how those developments fill the coffers of those
municipalities with millions in sales tax revenues.

I have extensive experience with developments like
these and can tell you quite confidently that 111th &
Cicero will someday soon be a destination that all Oak
Lawn residents will be proud of and enjoy, and one that
will make future budget balancing much easier.

2009 BUDGET
Our focus is now squarely on the 2009 budget, and in this
climate of economic uncertainty, straight talk with our

residents about our financial condition is a must. By law,
the Village must produce a balanced budget, one where
expenditures do not exceed revenues. Generally speaking,
municipalities rely upon a combination of sales tax
growth, reductions in spending, and tax increases to bal-
ance their budgets.

With the economywhere it is today, our sales tax revenues
will likely drop off sharply, yet our costs continue to rise,
driven in large part by the rising cost of labor contracts,
health insurance, pension benefits, utilities, and commodi-
ties like road salt and fuel.

The temptation in this environment - and in fact the “easy”
way out - is to simply raise your taxes. If you read the paper
or watch the local news you probably know that this is usual-
ly what happens in these situations, especially in Illinois.

However, your Board has been committed to identifying
waste, streamlining operations, and reducing spending
instead of burdening residentswithmore taxes. And as far as
the faltering economy goes, this Board started to take defen-
sive in the summer of 2007, more than a year before most
other communities even saw the storm coming. Principal
among these defensive moves was the restructuring of our
pension fund management, which preserved about $40 mil-
lion inpension fundassets. It’sworthnoting thatTrusteeTom
Phelan deserves almost all of the credit for this move, which
likely savedeachOakLawnhousehold about $1,500 in taxes.

This commitment to fiscal responsibility and efficiency
has paid great dividends for Oak Lawn residents: your
current Village Board balanced the 2006, 2007 and 2008
budgets WITHOUT a tax increase, at a time when nearly
every other government agency is digging deeper into our
pockets. I wholeheartedly agree with the Board’s
approach to managing and governing, and through our
continued focus on better financial management and more
disciplined cost control I am confident that we'll pass a
2009 budget that won’t be burdensome to our residents.

SHOP OAK LAWN
In his message on the cover Mayor Heilmann encouraged
every Oak Lawn resident to make their purchases in Oak
Lawn. I couldn’t agree more, because by doing so we are
helping not only our own families, but those of all our
friends and neighbors in Oak Lawn. All of us should strive
to keep our tax dollars “at home” where they belong, and
there is no better time than now, during this holiday season,
and in the midst of this tough economic environment.

Safe and Happy Holidays to you and your families from
me and mine!



3RD DISTRICT Bob Streit

FLOODING ISSUES
When the storms that started on Friday, September
12th finally ended on Sunday, September 14th, Oak
Lawn experienced a record 9 inches of rainfall, and
as a result we had flooding in our waterways,
streets, back yards and basements. My family has
personally experienced flooding in our home so I

know it’s one of the most helpless feelings in the world. Our Public
Works department worked around the clock during that storm to help to
our residents, many of whom were mopping and cleaning all weekend.

We want you to know that we continue to work with the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District to address the flooding issues in Oak Lawn
. Also, federal assistance may be available for your flooding problem,
and you can check by visiting www.fema.gov or calling 1-800-621-
3362. You can also visit the village website for more information,
www.oaklawn-il.gov. In the meantime, in an effort to better co-ordinate
responses to future flooding problems, please call 708-499-7721 if you
have a flooding emergency.

QUIET-ZONE UPDATE
We recently submitted a “Notice of Intent” to the Federal Railroad
Administration, a necessary step in the process of receiving approval of
the plans our engineers completed on our rail-road crossings. Upon
approval, we will be able to do the necessary modifications on seven
vehicle crossings and three pedestrian crossings, thus allowing them to
become “Quiet Zones” where train whistles won't be necessary.

CONSTITUENT SERVICES
Over the years, I have met and talked with many residents regarding
issues of concern to our neighborhood. I have found that our residents
often have wonderful suggestions. If you would like to meet with me,
please call my office at 422-3600 or drop me an e-mail at rstre-
it@oaklawn-il.gov.

HOLIDAY WISHES
As the end of the year approaches, I would like to take this opportunity
to wish you and your family a safe and enjoyable holiday season. May
you experience increased prosperity in the upcoming year!

2ND DISTRICT Alex Olejniczak

Wow, how quickly time flies. It seems like just yester-
day we were talking about our goals for 2008, and
already we’re making plans for 2009.

2008 Resurfacing Projects
The Village secured more than $10 million in funding
to address our badly deteriorating streets, and we just
completed resurfacing almost 55 miles of roads in Oak

Lawn , including 12 streets in the 2nd District. It’s worth noting that our
Public Works Department, lead by Steve Barrett, completed a significant
portion of this work in house, saving the Village considerable money.
Nice job!!!

The Village Goes Green
Earlier this year the Village introduced our “Green Team”, a new commit-
tee created to identify opportunities and initiatives to advance our commit-
ment to positively impact our environment. I proudly chair this committee
and I’m happy to report we made significant progress in 2008, including:
dramatically increased our recycling (by 173 tons over prior year); com-
pletion of a comprehensive Energy Efficiency & Waste Stream Analysis;

pursuit of Alternate Energy Sources; development of LED Street Light
Replacement Program, Yard Waste Container Program, Used Cell Phone
for Soldiers Program, and much more. If you are interested in learning
more or participating in this program please contact Heather Green at 499-
7098 or hgreen@oaklawn-il.gov.

Senior Snow Removal
I’m extremely happy to report the creation of a Village-wide snow removal
program for Oak Lawn Senior Citizens. This FREE service will match
senior households with a high school student who lives in their neighbor-
hood, and this student will be assigned to remove your snow. Students
receive Community Service Credits for performing this service for you,
and as of this writing, Oak Lawn H.S., Marist H.S., and Brother Rice High
have signed on. To enroll in this program Seniors should contact Estelle
Bult at the Senior Center , 499-0240 or ebult@oaklawn-il.gov.

It is my honor and pleasure to serve the residents of Oak Lawn as 2nd
District Trustee. If you are in need of assistance in any way please contact
me at 346-7002 or at aolejniczak@oaklawn-il.gov.

Theresa, Vince, Matt, Zach, John, and I wish you a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

1ST DISTRICT Jerry Hurckes

I would like to congratulate Dave Markusic, the
new President of Westside Baseball and Gary
Gudino, the new President of Oak Lawn
Baseball. Both of these fine organizations pro-
vide wonderful programs for thousand’s of boys
and girls of our community.

The senior snow program is up and running once
again this year (10th year) and for those seniors
in the 1st District who are not familiar with this
project, snow is plowed from your driveway

when 2 inches of snow or more of snow has stopped falling. I am proud
to provide this free service to the seniors I represent and look forward
to expanding this program in the future. For more information please
call me at my home at 708-599-7302

2 Saturdays in November were set aside to rake leaves for our seniors
in the Village of Oak Lawn, under the direction of the community part-
nership program, Gene Weslowski Director, and Jim Craig as well as
hundreds of volunteers we raked leaves for over 100 seniors in Oak
Lawn, an outstanding job by all.

Weekend service on our Metra line is now a reality, thanks to our
Congressman Dan Lipinski and a host of others, for working together to
made this needed service a reality. The train service on Saturdays will
include 3 round trip trains a day starting in February. The only catch is
we need to use this service, so please if traveling downtown or locations
out west, please think about using the Metra train service. It saves on
gas, wear and tear on your vehicle and saves a lot of money on parking.

95th Street is finally complete and what a mess it was, but thanks to the
State of Illinois and the construction companies, the headache is
nothing but a memory. This road was in very bad shape and needed to
be reconstructed.

Welcome to Francesca’s Restaurant on 95th and Mobile and Joanna’s
Flower Boutique on 95th and Oak Park two new businesses in the first
district.

Thank you to Johnson-Phelps V.F.W. Oak Lawn 5220 for a wonderful
Veteran’s Day program on November 11th, what a great way to remem-
ber our local fallen hero’s.

Finally, A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year
from my family to yours, all the best.

Here’s to a great 2009!

TRUSTEES’ UPDATES



4TH DISTRICT Steve Rosenbaum

Thank you for your patience and understanding as
the Village undertook much needed street resur-
facing projects in the 4th District and throughout
the community in 2008.

This three-year resurfacing program kicked off
this summer and fall with much needed work on
select streets. The key collector streets in the 4th
District included Keeler Avenue from 95th to 99th

Street and on 99th Street from Keeler to Kilpatrick Avenue. It is recog-
nized that road repair work of this nature on streets in our District cre-
ated inconveniences for our residents.

Upon completion of the resurfacing, the benefits can now be observed
and the inconveniences are concluded Road repair work is never easy;
subject to weather conditions, contractor timetables and equipment
availability to list but a few of the key components. We will continue to

identify those streets in the District and throughout the Village which
will be addressed in years two and three of the program.

Advocate Christ Medical Center has presented an overview of the initial
phases of their “Vision 2017” Campus Master Plan Development in var-
ious public forums, including to the full Village Board. Contained in
this proposed plan is a new patient bed tower, additional parking garage
and a new administrative facility. The proposal is in the early stages of
municipal activity with additional public hearings and information
forthcoming.

4th District Neighborhood Meetings continue, with meeting announce-
ments listed in local newspapers and on Cable TV. I can also be reached
at 708-346-7004.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! May 2009 be a wonderful
year for you.

5TH DISTRICT Carol Quinlan

Good news … credit cards are now being accepted
for payment of your Village bills ie. water,
garbage, vehicle stickers, etc. Better yet, by the
beginning of next year you will be able to pay
your Oak Lawn bills online by visiting our
Village website www.oaklawn-il.gov. We will
keep you posted on the exact date.

In keeping with our mission of “Going Green” Oak Lawn is converting
our use of the plastic leaf bags to paper bags. The paper bags are now
available for sale at Village Hall.

As we all know, this past September Oak Lawn experienced record
breaking amounts of rain triggering flooding and wastewater backup.
Many residents questioned why their sanitary sewer lines were
affected by the rains. The bottom line is that the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District which serves Oak Lawn and other
municipalities had reached its maximum capacity. Once the sanitary

sewer system became overloaded, water flowed backwards through
the sanitary sewer pipes resulting in flooded basements. Basically,
storm water enters into the sanitary sewer system by cracks and/or
leaks in the pipes. Also, homes having improper connections
contribute to this problem. To reduce your risk of wastewater
back-up, Bill Meyer, our Sewer Division Crew Chief, recommends
that homeowners with the help of a licensed plumber install an
overhead sewer or at the very least, install a backwater valve.
Helpful brochures on sanitary sewer and storm sewer back-up
solutions are available at Village Hall or online by linking to
www.oaklawn-il.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Sewers/Helpful-
Info.aspx.

As always, I am happy to hear from you or meet with you at anytime.
Please feel free to contact me at 708-346-7005 or via email at
cquinlan@oaklawn-il.gov.

I would like to wish you and your family the very best during this
holiday season. May 2009 be a happy, healthy and prosperous year
for all!

6TH DISTRICT Tom Phelan

It’s satisfying to look back on our many accomplish-
ments in 2008, and I could list many of them here.
But by now you probably have a pretty good under-
standing after hearing from the Mayor, Clerk,
Manager, and the other Trustees.

In truth, though, my satisfaction is tempered slightly
by the disappointment that we could have accom-
plished more. But if there’s one thing I learned in my

first term as Trustee, it’s that “government” truly does move at a glacier’s
pace, and the waste and inefficiency associated with that pace can be mad-
dening. And I’m not just talking about Oak Lawn.

Like most people I can’t believe how much we pay in taxes. Our state is
riddled with bloat and financial mismanagement. Our County passed a
massive tax increase last year, after promising to cut jobs, and a year later
they say they need another $750 million, just to pay their bills. Where
does it end? Possibly bankruptcy?

The city of Vallejo, CA, a city of 120,000 near the vineyards of Napa
Valley, had to declare Chapter 9 bankruptcy protection in 2008 due to “a
ballooning budget deficit caused by soaring employee costs and declining
tax revenues.” Familiar sounding stuff.

I don’t mean to focus on the negative here, and I do believe the
American economy is very resilient and will recover strongly from the
current recession. But the waste, bloat, and mismanagement of our
tax dollars is near epic proportions - especially in Illinois - with the
pain magnified by this terrible economy. And it never seems to get
better.

Except in Oak Lawn. I’m proud to say that the majority of our Board
is committed to challenging this mindset, to eliminating waste and
mismanagement, to redeveloping 111th & Cicero, and to hiring and
promoting people who are competent, experienced, and dedicated to
these same goals (you will read about some of these people later under
the “Management Team” section of this Outlook).

In short, we will not “pile on” and risk taxing you out of your home,
and maybe even out of Oak Lawn. Because like you, we live here too,
and we pay the same taxes you do. And that’s the best present I think
we can deliver to you during this season of giving.

Happy Holidays!

PS – Sign up for my FREE “Neighborhood Updates” e-mail newsletter
by sending an email with your name and address to falo98@aol.com.



Police Chief William Villanova

As you enjoy the busy holiday
season I want to share with you
information about three issues that
the police department is currently
working on: our new Part-time
Police Officer Program, our

improved emergency response capabilities, and our
“Walk & Talk” holiday patrol.

The goal of the new Part-time Police Officer program
is to add more police officers to our streets when they
are needed most, and to do so in a cost-effective
manner. Critically important to understand is that these
new, part-time officers will not be replacing our full-
time officers, who are arguably the best in the Chicago
area. Also important to understand is that these part-
time officers will hold certificates as full or part-time
police officers in other communities. In other words,
they will not be “green” recruits who require extensive
training. Our plan is to hire 4 part-time officers in the
beginning of 2009, and another 4 later in the year, after
the first hires complete their training. My hope is to
have between 25 and 30 part-time officers in the depart-
ment after the program is fully staffed, and although
that will take some time, I believe this will significantly
improve safety in the village for many years to come.

Similarly, on our emergency response capabilities,
last year the Village partnered with Advocate Christ
Medical Center (ACMC) to create a state-of-the-art
Emergency Operations Center. Our new center was
funded by a grant from ACMC and it now also acts
as the backup to ACMC’s emergency operations
center. In short, we now have newer and more
extensive emergency response capabilities than we
ever had before, both for our residents and for our
emergency response partners - Chicago Ridge,
Evergreen Park, Hometown, Alsip, Burbank,
Bridgeview, and Bedford Park.

Lastly, our “Walk & Talk” holiday patrol began on
Thanksgiving and runs until New Year’s Day. Oak
Lawn police officers will be on foot-patrol in and
around our local shopping areas to provide for your
safety, but always be mindful of your surroundings
when you are shopping. If you feel threatened or
uncomfortable by the actions of someone else, do
not hesitate to call 911.

On behalf of my family and the entire Oak Lawn
Police Department, I would like to
take this opportunity to wish every-
one a safe and happy Holiday Season
and a prosperous New Year.

Interim Fire Chief Ernie Russell

On August 20th I was appointed to
the position of interim Fire Chief,
and on that same day Lt. Steven
Rockey, a life-long Oak Lawn
resident and 18-year veteran of the

OLFD, was promoted to Division Chief. Since that
time we have been busy working to make sure that your
fire department is the best in the area.

Our mission is to provide the best fire prevention,
rescue, and emergency medical services that we
possibly can for the residents of Oak Lawn and the
other communities we serve. We will also work to
improve the fiscal integrity of the department, restore
discipline, and increase the value of our services for our
Village taxpayers and customers.

And it has been a busy first 4 months. The department
presented our “Kids’ Combat Challenge” at the annual
Fall on the Green festival and it was a big hit with kids
and adults alike. And on October 9th we hosted a
“Night Out with the Oak Lawn Firefighters” where

we demonstrated for residents various fire-fighting
and life-saving techniques. We are also excited
about some of our new equipment: a 100-foot high
aerial ladder truck, and a robotic fire hydrant
named “Pluggie” that we will use to educate our
youth in fire prevention programs.

With the holiday season upon us, it is time for
some reminders about holiday safety. If you are
displaying a live tree, remember to water it daily.
Do not burn wrapping paper, cardboard, or packaging
in your fireplaces. Keep portable heating devices
away from combustible materials and pathways. If
you use candles (we do not recommend), keep
them away from combustible materials and out of
the reach of children. Check batteries to make sure
you have working smoke detectors, and don’t
overload extension cords or place them under rugs
or carpets.

For more information about fire safety
tips contact our Fire Prevention Bureau
at 708-499-7810. Have a safe and
happy holiday!

SAFETY CORNER



Larry R. Deetjen, Village Manager
Larry is an ICMA credentialed manager with more than 30 years of experience in local and
county government. He serves as the chief operating officer for the Village and has a B.S. from
Lake Forest College and a Masters from the Center for New York City Affairs (New School
University).

Brian Hanigan, Finance Director
Brian is a licensed CPA and brings several years of accounting and finance experience to his role
as Finance Director, including tax and audit experience with KPMG, and also as the former CFO
of Fruit of the Loom Corporation. Brian received a B.S. in Business Administration from Notre
Dame, and an MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management.

Chad R. Weiler, Director of Business Operations
Chad has several years of business ownership and management experience and focuses his efforts
on the Village’s Economic Development, Buildings and Grounds, and Special Events areas.
Chad received has a B.S. in Finance from Illinois State University.

William Villanova, Police Chief
Chief Villanova has 32 years of experience with the Oak Lawn Police Department, and he is
responsible for the Department’s 106 officers, 20 full-time civilian personnel, and 50 part-time
employees. Bill attended Lewis University and graduated from Northwestern's School of Police
Staff and Command.

Ernie Russell, Interim Fire Chief
Chief Russell spent his 40+ year fire service career in Peoria, IL, where he eventually served
as Chief. After retiring, Chief Russell served for 2 years as the Illinois State Fire Marshal.
He received a BS in Political Science from Illinois State University, and a Masters in Public
Administration from the University of Illinois.

Steve Barrett, Director of Public Works
Steve began his career in Oak Lawn’s Public Works Department as a maintenance worker in the
street division, and 35 years later he now oversees the entire department. Steve works closely
with our engineer Jack Gallagher on Village infrastructure projects and he oversees the daily
operations of the department’s 4 divisions: Streets, Sewers, Water, & Equipment Maintenance.

Jack Gallagher, Director of Community Development and Growth Management
Jack is a licensed professional engineer with almost 15 years of experience in the civil engineering
field. He has a diverse engineering background that includes water, roadway, and drainage
infrastructure projects, commercial land development, construction management, and remediation
of environmentally impacted properties. Jack received a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the
University of Illinois at Chicago.

Stacy Guercio, Director of Emergency Communications (911 Center)
Prior to coming to Oak Lawn in 2006, Stacy spent 18 years working in DuPage County for a 911
center that served 27 police and fire departments. Stacy and her department provide public safety
communications for 8 fire departments, 4 police departments, and 160,000 residents. She received
a B.A. from Northwood University and an MBA in Public Administration from Keller Graduate
School of Management.

Dan Omiecinski, Director of Human Resources
Dan has more than 20 years experience in Human Resource Management and his areas of
expertise include recruiting, compensation, and employee benefits. Dan received a B.A. in
Human Resource Management from St. Xavier University.

YOUR VILLAGEMANAGEMENT TEAM



STREET RESURFACING
As you have no doubt read already, the Village Board undertook the most aggressive street
resurfacing Program in recent Oak Lawn history. Phase One of the program was recently
completed, 2 weeks ahead of schedule, and we will continue with Phase 2 in the Spring of 2009.
We sincerely thank everyone for their patience and understanding with all the mess, disruption,
and traffic issues.

MASTER WATER PLAN
Last year the Village hired an engineering consulting firm to assess the Village’s
water distribution system. Our existing water system was constructed decades
ago and frequently operates near capacity, which is about 58 million gallons per
day. Over the past year we have been meeting with our downstream customer
communities to discuss their current and projected water needs, and their
expectations on service. We are also looking at conservation measures
consistent with our “Green Team’s” mission and objectives, and we hope to
have the Master Water Plan completed by early 2009.

WEEKEND METRA SERVICE
After years of lobbying Metra by the Village Board and some of our neighboring
communities, METRA has agreed to run weekend train service beginning in the
early Spring of 2009. Congressman Dan Lipinski was instrumental in securing a
grant for the service and in supporting the request from local officials for its com-
mencement. This is a wonderful opportunity to easily access one of the world's
most desirable cultural centers, downtown Chicago. It is now up to us - Oak
Lawn residents - to make use of the weekend service to ensure that Metra
doesn’t consider halting it in the future.

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS)
Last summer the Village began developing a Village-wide Geographic Information System
(GIS). A GIS serves many purposes: better coordination and communication between Village
Departments, improved accuracy and timeliness of responses to residents’ requests, and more
efficient use of Village resources. Once the system is fully-functional the Village will have quick
access to the information to respond to emergencies, make repairs, identify trends, predict future
needs, and perform more effective preventive maintenance.

BICYCLE MASTER PLAN
The Village has partnered with the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation (CBF) to make Oak Lawn a safer and
bicycle-friendly place for bicycle enthusiasts. We are in the process of creating a Bicycle Master Plan, relying
upon input from our residents, staff, and the CBF for ideas on bicycle routes, paths, favorite destinations,
locations for bike racks, and other amenities for bicyclists. In addition to improving bicycling opportunities
within Oak Lawn, another goal of the Bicycle Master Plan is to create safe and convenient links between Oak
Lawn and other regional bike trails, like the Cal Sag Trail.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH MANAGEMENT



John Dvorak, a longtime and dedi-
cated Oak Lawn Village employee,
passed away suddenly on
September 23rd at the age of 49.
John was a 29-year veteran of our
Sewer Department where he started
as an entry level laborer and worked

his way up to the ranks of Crew Chief. John was
a hard worker who was well respected by his
colleagues, but more importantly John was arguably
one of the most-liked employees in the Village. He
went out of his way for residents in need, especially
the elderly.

John married his childhood sweetheart, Mary, at the
age of 20, and he was the proud father of two sons,
Andy and Scott. John’s first love was his family,
followed closely by baseball (of course). He was a
loving husband, a proud father, a dedicated employee,
a loyal friend, and a great coach. We will always
remember that smile, those stories and jokes, his zest
for life, and his deep love for his family and friends.
John’s passing left a void in our hearts that will
likely never be filled, but we’re grateful to him for
all the memories and good times. Thanks John, and
may you rest in peace.

IN MEMORY OF JOHN DVORAK

On the weekend of September 5th the
Village hosted our annual Fall on the
Green Festival and once again it was a
HUGE success! More than 30,000 people
enjoyed the beautiful weekend weather,
not to mention the great music, delicious
food, and the variety of entertainment for the whole
family. We had some new attractions this year,
including photo-ops in our life-size cut-outs, a
magnificent fireworks display on Saturday night,

and several new food vendors, crafters
and musical acts. We would like to thank
all of the Village of Oak Lawn employees
and volunteers who worked so diligently
to bring you this terrific event for our
community, and also you the residents

who came out and made it such a huge success. A
great time was had by all, and with left-over net
proceeds we were able to make a sizable donation
to Park Lawn. Thank You!



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

BAJA SOL TORTILLA GRILL – 5273-75 WEST 95TH ST
The award-winning restaurant concept Baja Sol is bringing its inventivemenu and Free
Chips and Salsa Bar to Oak Lawn! Baja Sol focuses on healthy products that taste great,
served in a family-friendly environment that keeps customers coming back formore. A
cornerstone of the Baja Sol concept is their award-winning Free Chips and Salsa bar,
featuring 9 different salsas made fresh every day. Baja Sol serves burritos, tacos,
enchiladas, tostadas, fajitas, and salads. Their tortillas aremade on-site and each entrée
is cooked to order. There are a variety of soft drinks,beers,wines, and their famous and
award-winning Baja Margaritas. Guests can enjoy their meals in the colorful
dining area or take it with them to go. With a contemporary vibe, high-quality fresh
ingredients, and excellent value, Baja Sol will be a great addition to the dining scene in
Oak Lawn. Coming in early 2009!

FRANCESCA’S ON 95TH – THE SHOPS OF OAK LAWN – 6230 WEST 95TH ST
Francesca’s comes to Oak Lawn! The award-winning 5-star Mia Francesca will bring
their white table cloth ambiance to Oak Lawn in February of 2009.With its charming,
Italian trattoria setting,Francesca’s on 95thwill have seating for 140 in the dining room,
60 in the lounge, and 2 fantastic party rooms for private dining.The menu features the
cuisines of Rome, Tuscany, Umbria and Lazio.With a menu that changes almost daily,
Francesca’s offers a tempting selection of appetizers, salads,pasta dishes, fresh fish,and
veal and chicken entrees. Francesca’s will be part of Oak Lawn’s newest lifestyle devel-
opment, The Shops of Oak Lawn,at the intersection of 95th Street andMobile Avenue.

SENIOR HAPPENINGS

Our Oak Lawn Senior Center kicked off the holiday season with a wonderful Christmas party featuring food,
entertainment and of course, Mrs. Claus. Our holiday spirit of giving continues as many of the seniors who visit
the Center open their hearts - and their cabinets - by donating food items to local pantries for those in need.
Happy Holidays to all, and many, many thanks.

Now on to the New Year. Along with our daily activities, which include games, movies, dancing and exercise
programs, we are pleased to provide a variety of additional programs:

➢ Monday, January 26th, 10:00 am - Entertainer Steve Lydell
➢ Monday, February 23rd, 10:00 am - Vocalist Kym Frankovelgia
➢ Monday, March 16th, 10:00 am - Classical jazz singer Alex Babiy

Box Lunch Day takes place on the last Thursday of each month at 10:30 am, and we usually have an interesting
guest speaker along with lunch, and then usually bingo and socializing. The cost is only $3 per person through
the sponsorship of our local businesses.

January: February: March:
Thompson and Kuenster Funeral Home SW Center for Healthy Joints Airway Housing Specialists
5570 W. 95th Street 9618 SW Highway 9001 S. Cicero

Thanks to all our 2008 sponsors for another successful year!

Our Senior Center is located in the heart of town at 5330 W. 95th Street. We provide great recreational activities as
well as valuable information and resources. We can assist seniors with many state and federal programs such as
Circuit Breaker, Cook County Tax Freeze, Social Security, Income Tax Preparation, RTA Free Ride Passes and much
more. For more information please call 708-499-0240, email ebult@oaklawn-il.gov, or just stop by for a visit.



It’s easy to “Go Green,” and the Oak Lawn Green Team
is here to help! We have projects in recycling, clean
water, bicycling, alternative energy, beautification and
more, and we meet the last Wednesday of each month at
4:00 pm in the Village Hall Auditorium. Join us!

Recycling: Did you know that the majority of our
garbage is recyclable packaging? And that the Village
receives 50% of the money from our recycling? Please,
be sure to recycle as much as possible this holiday
season!

New Recycling Containers: Do you need a larger or
second recycling container? Contact our Public Works
Department at 708-499-7756 to request your FREE 96
gallon recycling toter, or an additional 64 gallon toter.
Limited quantities are available - first come, first serve!

Problem or Questionable Recyclables: Ever wonder
where you can take dead batteries? Old TVs or
computers? Go to www.earth911.com to find out what

and where a variety of problem items can be recycled.

Cell Phones for Soldiers: Our Green Team collects
used cell phones for soldiers, and the last campaign
resulted in more than 135 phones for our troops.

New Yard Waste Containers: The Village just
obtained NEW yard waste toters, and there is no
weight limit with these toters! This is a shared
cost program, and the full cost is $70. Your cost is
ONLY $35.

Yard Waste, Leaves & Xmas Tree Pick-up: Yard
Waste and Leaves will be picked up until December
15th. Christmas trees will be picked-up starting
January 2nd and run for 2 weeks

Green Team Volunteers Wanted: We are looking for
Volunteers! If you would like to help promote “Green”
awareness in Oak Lawn please contact Heather Green
at 708-499-7098 or hgreen@oaklawn-il.gov

OAK LAWN IS GOING GREEN!

For millions of Americans, driving
around looking at Christmas decora-
tions is as much a part of their holiday
tradition as trimming the tree. The
Village has taken great pride in the
holiday lights and displays that our
workers put up in the center of town.
Using more than 300,000 lights, we
not only trim every tree and lamppost

in the Village Green, but all the trees
downtown as well. Whether you’re
driving down 95th Street, waiting in
our train station, strolling through The
Village Green, venturing by our Water
Tower, or walking down "Little 111th
Street," we hope you stop and enjoy
the sights and scenes of the holiday
season in Oak Lawn.

In the 2nd edition of

The Best Christmas

Decorations in

Chicagoland by Mary

Edsey, The Village of

Oak Lawn has been

recognized (page 113)

as a community where

people visit our village

to see the wonderful

Christmas displays.



Village of Oak Lawn
9446 S. Raymond Avenue
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Emergency 9-1-1

Main Switchboard 636-4400

Mayor Dave Heilmann 499-7740

Clerk Jane Quinlan 499-7738

Village Manager Larry Deetjen 499-7743

Police (non-emergency) 422-8292

Fire (non-emergency) 499-7700

Public Works 499-7758

Building Department 499-7800

Health & Sanitation 499-7820

Finance & Administration 499-7760

Senior Center 499-0240

Family Services 423-3361

Visit our website: www.oaklawn-il.gov
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