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TUNIS L. COLLINGS 

May, 1978 

North Palm Beach , Florida 

Former Mayor of Oak Lawn, Illinois 

I was born Tunis Lawrence Collings in Loda , Illinois on January 20, 1904. 

resided in Oak Lawn with my wife Alecia (nee Bonas) Collings and my four 

children Adam Aubry, Diann Lee, Charmayne Leila, and Lawrence Weslan from 

December 18, 1938 until the fall of 1973. My tenure as Village President 

lasted from 1949 to 1953. My business experience includes work as a PBX 

installer for Illinois Bell Telephone Company for 40 years, and part time 

wor k in the local real estate community. 

When we moved to Oak Lawn the village had a population of approximately 

3 , 000 people, but I found that it needed many improvements . then became 

active in the Oak Lawn Homeowner 1 s Association, and also held different 

chairmanships in several organizations. Throughout this time I was becoming 

acquainted with the people of Oak Lawn as I discussed some of these needed 

improvements with them. was appointed to the School Board, and also served 

as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals. I then formed a new political 

party which was called the People 1 s Party. I was listed as a Trustee on this 

party ticket , and our new People 1 s Party won the election with myself being 

elected as a Trustee of the Village. 

Shortly after we were elected, we began negotiations with the City of 

Chicago for purchase of city water which became a reality. This need for 

city water became evident when the wells of the village went dry. The Oak 

Lawn Fire Department had to run hoses from Oak Lawn to Evergreen Park to 

supply our village with water. 
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I was privileged to serve as Chairman of the Water and Sewer Committee, 

Streets and Alleys Committee, and Pol ice and Fire Committee. During the time 

I served on these committees, I talked to many village residents about their 

ideas and problems in our village. This knowledge and experience that I gained 

ram working with these residents helped me later when I served as Village 

President. 

As Village President, I realized that to have a thriving and growing com-

munity, a village must have proper zoning laws to accommodate the orderly 

construction of residential, business, 1 ight manufacturing, and medium industrial 

property. then implemented a comprehensive zoning plan that would hopefully 

accommodate the orderly growth needs of our village. 

Also during my tenure as Village President, I was able to successfully, 

negotiate with the Metropolitan Sanitary District of Chicago for the install a-

tion of a sanitary sewer down the center of l03rd to Central. This was done 

with no cost to the taxpayers. This sanitary sewer also helped to accommodate 

the needs of a growing community. It was after this construction took place 

that the "building boom" in Oak Lawn really started. 

To further improve the quality of 1 iving for the residents of our community ,, 

my administration implemented and carried out plans for the widening of 95th 

Street with the installation of curb and gutters, construction of gates at the 

railroad crossing on 95th Street, and street 1 ighting throughout the village. 

As Village President, I felt they were necessary and critical improvements for 

a community if it was to continue to grow and prosper as Oak Lawn did. 

Later on in my political career, I was elected to the Worth Township 

Board of Auditors. I served the Township in this capacity for 12 years. As 
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a Township Auditor, my duties included the dispersing of funds for the various 

Township Departments such as Supervisor, Town Clerk, Tax Assessor, Highway 

Commission, Welfare Program, Health Office, and Roads and Bridges. When I 

first took office the Township was in need of an office building to house the 

various departments. Land was then purchased in a central location and a 

Township Building was erected at 5831 West 115th Street in Worth, Illinois. 

There was also a building erected adjacent to this site to house the Road and 

Bridge's equipment and material. During the time I served as Auditor, our 

board did not find it necessary to levy taxes for the General Fund. The tax 

collector received enough commission from the county taxes to make this 

possible. The only levy that was needed was the levy necessary for the 

maintenance of Roads and Bridges in the unincorporated areas. 

One of my hopes for the Village when I served as President was to 

alleviate some of the burden that taxpayers generally bear in a growing 

.. community. In hopes of doing this, I was instrumental in having the firm 

of Hot Point Manufacturing survey Oak Lawn for the purpose of consolidating 

their operations at 95th and Harlem. Hot Point purchased acreage in this 

area, but due to bitter opposition and rumor in the community, this project 

was defeated. had hoped that the revenue from a plant operation such as 

this would alleviate some of the tax burden of the residents for services 

such as schools, parks and 1 ibraries. 

Another hope I had while Village President was the installation of a 

Community Swimming Pool. I organized a Swimming Pool Organization made up 

of the different chairmen from the various organizations in the community. 

The organization set out to raise funds through donations, raffles, and 

benefit nights at the Open Air Theater. A total of $12,000 was raised. 



PAGE 4 

However, this organization later voted to use the funds for bleachers at 

the Oak Lawn High School. I opposed this because I felt that the money 

was given for a swimming pool, and that's what it should be used for . 

Another hope my wife and I shared for our village then was a communi t y 

high school. We were very active in attending many meetings to make the 

pub] ic aware of the need for a high school in the community. This hope later 

became a reality. 

Some of my other activities in the Village included being appointed to 

the Planning and Development Commission from 1963 to 1967. 

Parallel to my involvement in politics, I was also active in civic 

organizations. I belonged to the Oak Lawn Lions Club for 20 years . was 

President of the Worth Township Republican Club for two years. I also served 

as Chairman for the March of Dimes for ten years , and Regional Chairman for 

three years. We raised contributions ranging from $400 at the beginning of 

my Chairmanship to $12,000 a year at the close of my Chairmanship. I resigned 

as Regional Chairman when a cure for polio was found. 

These are some of the high] ights of my political and civic career. It 

brings back many memories of good friends in Oak Lawn. It also gave me many 

opportunities to meet and get to know a variety of public officials, both 

local and state wide. 

I was also very fortunate to be able to attend the Inaugural Ball of 

General Eisenhower and to meet him personally . was also pr~vileged to meet 

the King and Queen of Greece at a reception while serving as Village President . 



• 
... .. 

PAGE 5 

It is very difficult to record 30 years of Public Service on a 30 

minute tape (chuckle). If you are good at math, that's one minute a year 

remain respectfully yours, 

Tunis Lawrence Collings 
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