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A: (interview in progress) He was a big man, very pleasant to talk to

and all that but-slippery, I think. At least we thought so. (laughter)

Q: Okay-well, just for the sake of my getting this on tape because I'm

going to forget these things again. This Henry Sahs, this was your

grandfather.

A: My mother's father.

Q: Yes, your mother's •••

A: He lived right across the alley in that house.

Q: Oh, oh, I see. And that • • •

A: He lived upstairs there for a few years. He lived downstairs, we

lived downstairs before we built this house. I spent my girlhood in

that house, in that flat.

Q: And, of course, Leo Hoffman was the blacksmith and the father of the

two Hoffman sisters down here, yes. And that's Olaf Larson who owned the

store-what else did he have besides his store?

A: He had a coal business before Jack Schultz bought it.

Q: I noticed that in some of the records that I've read that he did

sell coal with the school, for example.
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Q: Did he have any other kind of a business going along with that, or

was it just a store and a coal business?

A: As far as I know, the coal business--well, later on he was the, he

collected the mail on the rural route.

Q: Oh, so he was connected with the post office for a while, too?

A: Yes, he went around collecting the mail. That is, all the neighbor

hood around, you know, those little boxes that they had years ago.

Q: Yes, the old rural route.

A: Yes, that's what he did. He went around--that was the, well, it

went out from this post office here, you know.

Q: Right. And John Gray, I've heard some things said about him, but

what did he do for • •• I know that one of the Exters was part of the

old pickle factory, that he was the foreman over there for a while,

but wllat did • • •

A: No, he wasn't. Edith Gray, his daughter was Edith Gray. She

married--what in the world is his name? He didn't run the pickle factory;

he just worked there.

Q: Oh, was it Joe?

A: Joe Exter.
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A:I don't remember the person's name that built the pickle factory.

I know my father built that pickle factory.

Q: Oh, he did'?

A: Yes.

Q: Well, at one time I know it was called the Glaser-Kohn Pickle

Factory. Did that have anything to do with the owner's name?

A: Maybe it did. Because I know my father, he worked through an

architect, you know, I suppose whoever it was sent them out. I can just

remember the architect coming there and looking over the plans that my

father built. And Joe, he took care of the pickles, that part. Later

on he worked in an office.

Q: Was that an office around here where he worked?

A: No, downtown somewhere. I guess he sold stocks or bonds or something.

I remember that, Joe Exter. That's how Joe got big around here. I guess

she got acquainted with him and married him. At that time, they had

moved here, the Grays, you see. First they lived in a house over there.

And then later on she bought that house where i11s torn down now on the

corner.

Q: Right down here at the end of the street here?
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A: Yes, but that's torn down. And she had been-she bought that and

lived there for years. Before that there was someone by the name of

Agnew. Agnes Agnew lived there, the dressmaker, and he was a carpenter.

But they moved to Orland, but they must have still owned that house when

Mrs. Exter bought it. I did know that because utt lived in that house

before they built that house over there, see? But then when Joe died,

then I spent that part as seamstress. I remember my Aunt Bertha, she went

and had us allover there, you know, like girls did. Ethel and Charlie,

I can remember they were all big boys and girls when I went to school,

I guess.

Q: Do you remember what John did, John Gray did for a living?

A: Well, I think-I imagine he was a farmer in Palos or Orland or

somewhere. There was a Gray in Orland, too. I think this one was his

brother; I think this one lived in Palos.

Q: And then moved here later on.

A: Yes. When the children were grown, then they moved here. There were

some boys, too, Andy and Graham Walter. Andy and-one married Lou Gaddis.

One married one of the Harnews.

Q: Yes, I remember something we've got typed that involved listing the

Harnew genealogy, and I remember the Grays come in there somewhere.

A: Yes, that was Walter. He married one of the young Gray girls. There

was Mary; she married Ed Gas. And F.dith married Joe Exter.
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Q: And how about Archie utt? What did he-I mow he was involved in

village politics and was an officer in the village for a while. What

else did he do?

A: Well, he used to work for, I think, Sears Roebuck. He used to go

all the way there.

Q: Oh, so he was a commuter in those days?

A: I think it was Sears Roebuck.

Q: Was his family German?

A: I think his father was.

Q: I wasn't sure if utt was a German name or a Dutch name.

A: I think I heard his father was, but it must have been a long time ago.

I don't mow if he spoke German or anything because she wasn't. He out

lived her quite a while. Finally, I don't mow, I guess he died.

Q: Let's see-

A: He always had some scheme. Either he was raising bees or strawberries,

making some extra money. (laughter) For a while there used to be a

swamp down there, and his bees used to bother my sister. They'd always

come and sit on her clothes, you mow, and she would watch those little

bees. He always had some "get rich quick" scheme and tried to get others

involved with him if he could.
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Q: How about this William Pryor? Do you remember anything about him?

A: That's one I don't remember, William pryor-I don't think he lived

around here very long. The Plumbs I sort of remember. They lived in

that old house for a while.

Q: The one close to 95th street?

A: Yes.

Q: Yes, do you remember what his first name was? Was it Charlie?

A: I don't know. I just remember they were children then, in school,

the Plumbs. They lived here awhile, not too long. But Pryor-I've

known the others, Alstons • • •

Q: What about the Alston family? I don't know anything about them

either.

A: Well, I think Mr. Alston is some relation to the Armstrongs.

Q: Did he work here in the village?

A: No, he went to the city. And then he had one daughter, Elizabeth.

Maybe she still lives here. I haven't met her for years. They finally

built a house out that way somewhere. I met her years after, and she

talked a little bit. She had married, and her husband died. And then

she told me she remarried, and that's the last-I met her on the street

and that's years ago. I haven't met her since. She wanted to study

to be a nurse. I think her first husband, he got T.B. after the war;
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I think he was in the war. And then she told me she married a man that

sold drugs. He wasn't a druggist, but she said he sold drugs. I

suppose delivered them to the drugstores, you mow. I don't mow if

she's still here. And I remember it was sort of an Italian name; I

don't remember what it was because she told me her name, and then she

told me the Italian sold drugs and her first husband died. I don't

think she had any children.

Q: How about Henry Marr? What did he do?

A: Well, I don't mow. Lived off his wife, I guess. (laughter) I

don't mow; he married Ellen Sproat, you mow.

Q: Right, right.

A: And they lived up there. Maybe he did a little farming around.

And for a while there, he built some houses, too, whether he built them

or someone else, I don't mow, those smaller houses. But there was a

Johnny Marr. They had a son, John Marr. They had that one boy. He was

babied so much, you mow. She always called him Baby.

Q: It could get to you after a while, I think.

A: I lmow she'd always call him Baby. I think she was older when he was

born-not old, but you mow, not young. She always referred to him as

Baby. He was a great big fellow. He used to ride the train when I rode

for a while. But after, I don't lmow what happened to him. He died?

See, he always had trouble breathing. I don't mow if he had asthma or
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what was the matter with him. See they were related to Mrs.-oh, you

didn't know the Crandalls of Worth.

Q: No, I know you mentioned that Daniel Crandall had moved to Missouri.

I saw from something else that I ran across in the Chicago Historical

Society that his father had moved to Missouri some years earlier, too.

A: Yes, well see, there was another Crandall that lived in Worth. They

had a lot of property there. Allen Crandall, his mother was a Sproat.

What's his name-Jim Crandall, that was one of the oldest Crandalls. He

married the Sproat girl.

Q: Well, I know that there was a Crandall family that had a sub-division

here in Oak Lawn. Was that the same Crandall family from Worth? It was

up on the other side of 95th over there.

A: It probably was-I think that Allie, that is Jim Crandall's son. I

think Crandall, he probably inherited some of that Sproat property from

his mother, see?

Q: I'm not positive, but the name I seem to remember was John. I don't

know if that's right or not that it was John Crandall's sub-division, and

it would have • •• I think the sub-division was done in the l890s

sometime.

A: Around here?

Q: Yes.

A: I didn't know the Crandalls. They may have owned the property.
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But I mow that Allie, this was another family. See, this would be

John Crandall's grandson, and his mother was a Sproat. And I mow that

he had some property over there because they put a road through there.

And there's another woman there by the name of Mrs. Smith. And she said

they started making the road, and she was near there with her house.

That's all she had was a house and property. She said, "My daughter called

me up," she said, and said, "Mother, you'd better come home. They've

mocked your fence down. I think they're putting the road on your property."

She said, "I came out," and she said, "I had a stake there." And she said,

"I think you're on my property." And she said they just dropped their

tools and stopped then. And then she said that Mr. Crandall didn't mow,

you mow. He didn't mow, he told them. She says, "Any day that Scotchman

didn't mow it within an eighth of an inch how far his property went...

The Sproats were Scotch. And the Crandalls were half English and half

Scotch. I always laughed about that. And she said they got over to, you

know, the measuring of the road. And Mr. Crandall told them where. She

said, "Oh no, that's mine, that's mine." She said, "My fence was there. I

had it surveyed. I mew where it was." And she said they dropped their

tools right there.

Q: Now, where were they putting the road through?

A: That must have been the Southwest Highway then, you mow, that

slanting road.

Q: Oh, yes.
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.1\.: Yes, that comes along there. And her property was just on the

other side.

Q: Was this south of 95th or a little bit north?

A: South-it's north of 95th.

Q: North of 95th.

A: Yes, that road is still there, I guess.

Q: Yes, the one that goes by the high school.

A: Yes, yes, and right on that side of her house-she had a house in

there. There weren't very many houses there then, but she had a house

there.

Q: Do you remember about what year that was when all that was taking

place?

A: I don't lrnow-when did they build the Highway?

Q: I'm not sure. I just thought you might happen to remember.

A: I just remember tl:le incident because she-I don't lrnow what she

called me U!? about when she told me this. And the way she said, "Any

day that Scotchman didn't lrnow it within one eighth of an inch how

far his property went," she said. (laUghter)

Q: There were an awful lot of Scotch around here to begin with.
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A: Yes, we're Scotch and-well, they said they were English, but I

think some of them were Irish that came from that part of Ireland that

belonged to England, you know, the part that's fighting today.

Q: Right.

A: So the Wilsons and-I don't know if the Crandalls did. His folks were

Scotch, and the Robbs-they moved to Evergreen Park. They...

Q: They had the store and blacksmith shop. I'll get it out.

A: Yes, but that place on Cicero, where Gasteyers lived, that used to

belong to Robb. So my mother said she never did know why they left and

moved to Evergreen Park. But they were Scotch, she said.

Q: I guess that's the Gasteyer family, that was otto's second wife, that

must have been that family.

A: Later on they bought that property, and then they had that trailer

camp there. That's where a lot of people got killed in that tornado.

Q: Yes, well, trailers are a bad place to be when there are high winds.

A: I know that belonged-it was rented out to different people. And my

mother said it must have belonged to-that the Robbs had built that. They

just went to Evergreen Park.

Q: Was there a house on the property that the Robbs had built, was that

what yo~'re •••
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A: Yes, there was a farmhouse there, for years. And they must have had

a home there, and she said they moved to Evergreen Park. She didn't know

why. I know she said they were Scotch. And I think that there was an

Evergreen Cemetery out there somewhere, and I think years ago a lot of those

kind were buried there. Because we took a drive through there once, and oh,

my mother knew a whole lot of the people, you know, the headstones were

there. But, of course, my grandpa then-I suppose at that time those

Lutherans came around and sold a lot to him or probably they'd all been

buried over there, you know.

Q: Well, in the big Lutheran there, where I found your grandfather's

headstone, you know, all of those are from even the Blue Island church.

The fellow-I can't remember his name. It began with a D, he was the

minister there. All of his family is buried there.

A: Oh, Durman.

Q: Durman, yes. They're all-they've got a gigantic headstone, and

they're all around there.

A: Well, my father's buried there and my mother. Well, they could have

been buried over here, too, but-I guess my father was bound and determined

to go somewhere where they had perpetual care. (Inaudible) And then

shortly before he died, they put that under perpetual care, the Lutheran

Cemetery. So then they bought there. Otherwise, I don't think he would

have bought there, and he wouldn't have-I know Grandma said that every

body thought he'd be buried in Hazelgreen, but he wasn't. He was buried
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over there where my mother's folks were. Not on their lot; we had our

own lot. Art remembered-I can remember before my father, before they

had phones and he worked for the Blue Island Lumber Company(?), he always

had to drive there. So, well then, well-now they wanted to go to the

cemetery. Every once in a while you had to go and weed. There was no

caretaker there then. Well, now he'd call my father when he'd go to

Blue Island. Then we'd drive as far as the-and I'd go with Aunt Minnie.

And then we'd go as far as the cemetery, and my father would leave and

we'd go to Blue Island. And we'd watch for him on the way back. And

would you know that was the only traffic, now-we could see him for

miles coming. We were at the gate when he got there. And go home with

him again, you know; he'd stay in between time. And Art told me that

before that, he used to go up there with Grandpa. He said it was such high

grass, he'd take a scythe and cut it down, you know, the grass was like

those country cemeteries were.

Q: Right. Well, the last time I was there at Haze1green, it was all

mowed down. I don't know, you know. There must be somebody who's taking

care of it now, I think.

A: Yes, they have someone there. And they had a great time in that,

you know that-they couldn't get that under perpetual care for some

reason or another. My grandfolks are buried there. And my cousin over

here, her mother wanted to be buried there, and that was Aunt Jessie.

And, of course, that cost them a lot of money to get, oh, something

fixed up there so they would have it taken care of. But she said after
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a certain time, I don't know how many years, she said, "I don't know

what's going to happen then," she said. But there's a lot of them:

the Hosmans(?), the Sieberts, and all those farmers, and were quite

well-to-do all along there. They're all buried there.

Q: Yes, there are quite a few of the old German families there.

A: They don't worry what's going to happen to them after they leave

here. (laughter)

Q: Well, somebody's taking care of it right now. That's all I can say.

A: That's what she said. I don't know what because she bought a lot,

she said she's going to be buried there. And her mother could have been

buried on the Bix(?) property. See, his folks were buried there, and he

died first. Why she buried him on the Aulwurm' s, I don't know. And

Jessie always thought anyway she would run the whole cemetery in farm

aft'er. And I told her after a while then, it was separate, and I said,

"Why do you worry about it?" I s aid. Let everybody worry about their

own, you know, and it's divided. See, that whole farm was divided up

into ten parts after that.

Q.: Oh, yes.

A: Of course, my father was dead, and we got some of it, too. And then

there was a man who'd rent it, and he'd have to go to--they'd go to her

then later on, and she'd say, "You'll never get it~" And we went to

each one and we got more money than when she rented it. And I said to
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her, "Why are you worrying your head about it? What do you care whether

the rest make any money or not?" That was-of course, my father turned

that allover to my mother. It was nothing but an expense to her for

years. You see that was in the high school district, that Blue Island

High School District and taxes were always high there at that time.

They hadn't a high school yet. I don't know whether we got it back

after we sold it or not. We sold it because-we kids, because the

specials were coming in, you know, and everYthing. If it had been just

one, but it was so many of us that no one wanted to buy the other one

out, so we sold the whole business" You never know where you're at

today. Of course, today it would pay. But we would have been paying

all the extr:a taxes, too. That's the way those things are. Yes, there

was ten-there was eighty acres divided into ten parts. And they made

a strip on Illth and a strip on l07th, and then they divided up the

middle. And that was in two parts because they had a road running

through it. It was a nice piece of property but •••

Q: It got to be so fragmented that it • • •

A: Well, there's a few acres in there. We're supposed to have eight

acres altogether; the back and the middle-let·s see, that would mean

six, wouldn't it?

Q: Yes.

A: Well, there was three on each side of the road because at that time

Chicago Ridge was wiser than Oak Lawn. They came to my uncle and asked
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him if he would donate a certain amount of land, you know, so they could

put roads through there later on. And he did; he said he would. Because

he said otherwise we'll have to go and buy that from everyone, you know.

So I guess they gave that much to Chicago Ridge.

Q: Let's see •••

A: Yes, I know a church built on the 107th there. It was, I think a

Methodist church bought that. The other part in the front, I don't

know who bought that. In the center, it was a real estate man. He

subdivided it.

Q: 1've been meaning to ask somebody about the old Methodist church

down here on Minnick. Do you remember when that building was built?

it: It was right across the street. It's there yet.

Q: Yes, yes, the one that's over there. I'm sorry; I'm pointing the

wrong direction.

it: Well, now let me see. I could almost figure out-89, I think it was

about 1899 or so. I don't think I was more than ten years old when that

thing was built. And I was born in 1889, so maybe 1899 or so.

Q: Well, anyway, before 1900 you're pretty certain of that anyway.

A: Yes, because I know they tried to get us to go to Sunday school because

we went to the German Sunday school. And Mr. Wilson, he donated that

land, they said.
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A: And he was the last one who went there. Hardly anybody, utt and

Mr. Wilson, when the minister carne out every Sunday and preached. He

paid them. But Mr. Wilson was buried from that church later on, but his

Frank and Ellen never went to church there. They said, "The old hypocrite."

Ellen is Christian Science; I don't know what Frank is.

Q: That's interesting. Well, is Johnson Wilson a farmer? That was •••

A: They had a farm up there on, about Ridgeland. They went to that

school up on the corner there. They were off that way.

Q: Do you remember that old schoolhouse over there, too, at Ridgeland

and 95th?

A: Yes, I remember that. That was there for a while, a long while.

Then later on my father built that first little brick building. And it was

over there.

Q: Yes, the original Simmons School.

A: Yes, well at first that was called the Wilson School. Then after a

while, it was called the--then I guess the Wilsons went out of there, and

it was called the Krueger School for a while. Finally the Simmons School-

that's named after a teacher, Simmons.

Q: Right, Wiley Simmons, yes. Oh, so they did call it the Wilson and

the Krueger School for a while?

A: At first, we called it the Wilson School.
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A: I think they were the first ones there. They were quite prominent,

the Wilsons, I suppose • •• And isn't it strange, they never taught

higher than the sixth grade over there.

A: Oh, they didn't go higher than sixth grade, didn't have a seventh

or eighth grade there?

A: We did here, and some, all them rich farmers in Worth, too, they

always had a woman, you mow, some woman teacher and didn't pay her

too much. And they taught to the sixth grade. I don't mow how they

all got along after • • •

Q: They managed somehow, I guess. They're all right today.

A: Yes, but I often wonder.

Q: Do you remember the original school that was built here, the one

that was built before the frame building down at 95th and Cicero?

Because there was one supposedly that was built in 1860 along here

on 95th? Is that still around?

A: I don't think so. I think there was a school out this way, now

whether that belonged to the what do you call it, Wilson School or

whether it was another school over there. But I don't mow.

Q: Which one was this?
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A: On Cicero and 95th. You know that's where the original was built

Q: Right.

A: Whether there was a building there before the school, I don't know.

Q: Oh, oh, well, the one I was thinking about, all of the records that

I've seen indicate that there was some kind of a school that was built

for this area about 55th and 95th around 1860. And then, I guess, the

next one was built in 1878.

A: Oh, that's right, that's right over there.

Q: Yes.

A: See, it was on this side of Central, and that was it. The School

District 123, Central is the dividing point. Everybody like the Harnews,

Wilsons, and all them, they went to that school. And we went to this

school over here. And there was a school over there, originally, I

guess.

Q: So I guess • • •

A: My mother kind of used to say-see, she lived there, but I guess on

Sundays sometimes, they'd have some kind of church services, and they'd

have them in the schools. That's how she knew the Wilsons and a great

many of these people. I guess they'd go to any service. I don't think

they were Lutheran services. I guess later on they did have a Lutheran

minister come in, but I suppose others, you know. The Wilsons were
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Methodists, and I know she told me Mrs. Wilson used to play the organ.

So that's where she got acquainted with a lot of these other people.

They were young, young ladies and wanted to go somewhere, you know.

Q: Well, which school was it where the services were held? Was it the

one on 95th or • • •

A: Right over there, that one there.

Q: The one down by Ridgeland?

A: Yes ..

Q: So you actually-some of the Lutherans went there on some Sundays

then?

A: Well, my mother did. I suppose they no longer-I know they used to

have Sunday school in the schools. That's how she went •••

Q: I see.

A: I went to German Sunday school, how was that? These Germans, you

know, established this here church, and everybody had to go there.

In fact, one of the girls said to me once, "I don't believe we knew

what we were talldng about half the time."

Q: But you were learning your German one way or another.

A: Well, you know, you heard some German; the grandfolks spoke German.
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They did speak German. But they didn't speak that written language.

They spoke a sort of a lingo, you know, that old German language. That's

more like English though. •• That's why they say it's always easy for

those Germans to learn English.

Q: Yes, because it was so close after a while. Was Edward Wilson

Johnson Wilson's son? Was he related?

A: That was his brother.

Q: Oh, that was his brother.

A: He lived farther out. I think he lived near 95th and Harlem.

Q: Yes, well both of those names crOp up out there, that whole area

between Ridgeland and Harlem. The Wilsons owned a lot of that.

A: Yes, he was on this side; Johnson's the one that's up there. They

had quite a-I don't know if they owned all the land, but they controlled

it. I don't know if they just owned it or rented it, rented it out.

Because a lot of people were tenants of theirs, little shacks here and

there, I guess. They had a nice home there, the Edward Wilsons, on the

corner. It was a pretty place, white house and all fixed. Once in a

while we took a-my father gave us a ride and we went as far as Harlem.

We'd usually go to my grandma's house, you know that place.

Q: Right.

A: And then he'd go down Ridgeland to Illth, but once in a while we got
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an extra ride with our horse and bugg,v, and then we'd go down Harlem

and come back, see. And rrry mother would sit in the back with us kids

and my father in the front with one. And they'd talk back and forth

about all the places that they passed, you know, old so and so. And

that's how I know a little about them. I didn't know the people

themselves.

Q: Oh, I see-you just knew from the conversation.

A: The conversation, why so and so, you know. They knew Sodawassers

and I don't know, people that I never heard of that-they called them at

the different farms, you know.

Q: Well, where was the-yes, this is an interesting notion that you

just brought up about the Sodawasser family. Because apparently, they

were one of the earliest settlers around here.

A: Yes, whether they owned that farm or whether-I think they owned the

farm because later on some of those Krueger boys, you know, they rented

that. And then the old man Krueger, he lived over there. Where he lived

on the corner, John, his oldest son, took possession of that. And then

Charlie lived in another-there were two houses there. I remember them.

Q: Well, where was the farm, the old Sodawasser farm?

A: It was on 95th.

Q: At 95th and about where? About Ridgeland again and farther west?
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A: Well, it was somewhere, I think-let's see, well, it might have been

around Ridgeland, but it wasn't all the way down to Harlem, somewhere

between Ridgeland and Harlem.

Q: Was it north or south of 95th?

A: South.

Q: South of 95th.

A: Up in there, and as they passed by, they'd make talk about these

people, you know.

Q: Was there a farmhouse there at that time?

A: Yes.

Q: And that was owned by the Kruegers then when you saw it?

A: Well, not those. The Kruegers had a farm on the other side.

Q: Yes, okay on the north side.

A: And they had a-that' s where this old man Krueger lived until his

oldest son got married. Then he lived there. Then the old man and his

wife-his wife was a cripple. I used to drive by and I'd see this old

lady sitting there on her-and then, of course, my mother would explain it.

And they rented this place for a while. And next door was Charlie. They

rented those places. And one of them was the Sodawasser farm. I always

remember what an odd name, you know, you v-]ouldn't forget it, Sodawasser.
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Q: Yes, well, I guess it was the actual old German. Because the way I

saw it written was Sodawasser.

A: Oh, was it? (in tape it is pronounced SOdawater)

Q: Yes, it was Christian Sodawasser. That was the name.

A: Oh, see, I didn't know that but my mother mentioned that later on

that farm, I think, was bought by a Cody.

Q: This was the Sodawasser farm? It was bought by a Cody?

A: I think, yes, because my father did some work there later on, and

it was some Cody. He was a policeman in the city and whether he owned it

or the relatives owned it or what. But I know he worked it.

Q: Do you remember the name W. S. Davidson? Does that mean anything to

you? Davidson or Davison-they apparently were also living in the area

in the very early years about the time Sodawassers were and about the same

area. I was wondering if that name, you'd ever heard it before.

A: All I know is the Davis farm.

Q: Yes, well this was the W. S. Davidson; apparently, he did own a farm

out there.

A: He may have.

Q: And it was on the south side of 95th. And there was a farmhouse

there.
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A: Well, he might have owned some that were up. There were houses

there. I know people moved there. I guess they got tired of farming

and what they did, they moved away and rented the land with the house

on it.

Q: And in the very early map that we have, this 1861 map, there were

a cluster of houses; it looked like maybe four or five on very small

pieces of land, very close to Harlem, back in the l860s on the north

side of 95th right about before you get to Harlem. And I was trying to

figure out-it looked like there was a little settlement there or

something because there were four or five houses, and the lots weren't

anymore than maybe ten, fifteen acres at the most. And most of the

other properties were much larger at that time. I was wondering if you

remember any cluster of houses out that way.

A: No, I don't remember that. They were all farms; I don't know, there

may have been.

Q: Yes, of course, some of the houses may have been gone by that time.

This was about 1860 or so.

A: Well, that was a long time ago. See, my mother was born in 1861,

so that was before her time, but it might have been there while she

was living, you know.

Q: Well, I just thought you might have remembered some of that.

A: I don't remember. There were some people down there, I remember,

by the name of Kramer • • •
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Q: No, Kramer's not one of her •••
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A: And the Elliotts-Iet's see, they lived farther down, not in Oak

Lawn. I know some people named Elliott. And there was Joe Kramer.

His children, they didn't go to school here, but they went to confir

mation and got confirmed here cause some of them were in Art's confirmation

picture. And my mother-he was Catholic, but my mother seemed to know

her before. And we always heard of Joe Kramer, and he lived off that

way somewhere. I don't know if he lived on this side of Harlem. And

Termundes, they lived somewhere on Harlem off that way, too. They'd

come up, you know, to the church to get confirmed. But they didn't go

to our public school. We would just see them on Sunday.

Q: Right.

A: And for the picnics and they'd get confirmed. And then they'd

come to church.

Q: You were mentioning Edward Wilson's house. That was one right on

95th Street, the big white house?

A: Yes, it was on the corner of Harlem and 95th. When we drove by,

we could see it.

Q: Oh, all right.

A: Because I mow we'd always turn down Harlem, and then we could

see it. And we'd cross tracks up there. I was trying to think after,
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I also remember that we crossed tracks near the back of their house.

I wonder what railroad that was. It wasn't the Wabash.

Q: Well, I know there's some tracks that go through right there. I

don't know which one it is.

A: Yes, I remember that we always crossed those.

Q: Yes, cause it's all elevated now; it goes over the top of 95th

street.

A: I know we crossed tracks there. And that's where they'd say,

"That's where Edward Wilson lives," my mother would say. And I remember

they had the nice white house and the grounds all fixed up real pretty

compared with what some farmers had. I knew hiJ11, but I didn't know her.

They had one boy. I think that was Doc Robert(?). He was a doctor,

and he married some girl from Worth, Alva Peterson. I met them after

years when Frank Harnew died, I think. I met her.

Q: You mentioned something about the Miller house, and I know that

they owned the building over there where the library is now, where the

library was for a while back in the forties, the old Miller house. Do

you remember much about that family? otto had mentioned to me that

he remembered that one of them worked in a factory, he thought in

Chicago Ridge.

A: Mr. Miller worked in a factory. I don't think they owned the house;

I think they rented it.
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Q: Oh, the picture that we have says the Miller house, and it has the

whole family out there.

A: Yes, yes. There was George Miller, you mow. There was Mrs. Miller,

she came from England years ago and worked for some family by the name of

Barns. They moved away, and she married this George Miller. She was a

tall girl, and he was a little man, Mr. Miller. And then he also had a

brother, and there were two children, Earl and Myrtle, I think-nice

looking children. They were around here for a long time, but I didn't

think they owned that. I might be mistaken.

Q: Oh, that could be. Do you remember who you thought did own it? I

just mow of it as the Miller house, maybe just because they lived there

all the time.

A: What house did they live in? They lived out there. They didn't

live in the old Chamberlain house, but what other houses were there?

A: Well, it was the house that the library was in back in the forties

when it switched from being in the old little chicken coup that it was

in originally, and then it went to their house.

A: Well, see, that's where the old Chamberlain house was laid around.

That house, the Chamberlain house, was over here then. And that was

moved over there because the Browns bought it, and they moved it over

there. And my father fixed it up for them. I remember it was kind of

far back. I think she had some land there, Mr's. Brown. And then after
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a while, that was Hopkins--yes, I think that was the house. Because the

Hopkins got ahold of that, somehow or other, and then I think the Millers

lived in their house.

Q: Oh, so you think the house the Millers lived in was the Chamberlain

house?

A: Yes, and that was the library after.

Q: Yes, so • • •

A: At first they had this little barn.

Q: Yes, right.

A: And then afterwhile, they had this house. And for a while--it wasn't

sold then to the library and Hopkins, but there was someplace where I

remember people by the name of Wirtz; they lived in it for a while. And

then I think whether they bought it from the Hopkins or whether the Hopkins

still owned it, I don't know. You see, there was a kind of a trading

business there. This Mrs. Brown--she was a Joern, and she inherited forty

acres over there, the property where Christ Community Hospital is. And

Mrs. Bank and--there were two girls, inherited the other forty acres.

Well then, Mrs. Brown carne--they carne from Minnesota. She had a bunch of

children. She raised them there. Some of them were here, some were there.

And then they built that, raised that, took that old house and moved it

over there, and they lived back in there, back of the hill--there was a

Hilgendorf, you know, house there. And back in there they lived. And
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And they worked that farm for a while. They'd go over there and work that

forty acres. Then later on, they traded that whole business. I understood

it was a trade; I don't know the details. Mrs. Hopkins has a farm in Tinley

Park, and I guess she inherited that. I don't know whether they got the

whole farm or only part of it. I know there was a house on it. And they

traded that forty acres and this whole business to Hopkins for that farm,

and they moved over there. They lost everything, I guess, and finally

they didn't have anything. The old man was always trading and changing,

I guess, that was the trouble with them. And that's how the Hopkins got

ahold of that forty acres. And then later on, they--Mrs. Hopkins sold it

after Dr. Hopkins died. I guess she needed the money. And low and behold

Dr. Hopkins, years ago his idea was to put some kind of a hospital or some

thing there. Later on, it was built there. Somehow or other, they got

that hospital over there. They must have--the hospital company must have

bought it back. Because they sold it to someone, and whoever--well, maybe

they sold it to the hospital. I don't know who they sold it to.

Q: I don't either. All I know is that Christ Hospital is built there.

A: Yes, well that was Mrs. Brown's property. She inherited that from her

father; it was eighty acres. She got--and' I remember then they came from

Minnesota. They had older children that were married and lived there, and

the younger ones came here. They had a big family. Mrs. Jackshow(?); she

was one of them. And Mrs. Will Krueger, they had a butcher shop; she was

one. Someone lived here cause that old Joern came after he retired, and

he lived somewhere on 95th Street for a short time.

Q: Let's see--was that Fred or John?
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A: That was-that was John, and this, you see, it's just like with the

Sahs family, there's a John and a Henry so that people get mixed up.

Mr. Joern, after David moved, he lived down this here farm this way, and

they moved next door here. They bought that house. And his name was

John, but his father's name was Fred.

Q: So was that the-that was the first, there was a Fred and a John Joern

that moved here in the 1850s?

A: Yes.

Q: Yes.

A: And John-and Fred Joern lived on this one on the corner of 95th •••

Q: and Cicero.

A: Yes.

Q: Yes, and lived a little farther to the east, yes.

A: But their children, after they-this one was Freddie, this Mr. Joern,

after his son, his name was John.

Q: That is confusing.

A: Yes, but the others, they just had these two girls, Mrs. Prang and

Mrs. Bank. My Aunt Minnie told me there was a boy, but he died when he was

about twelve years old. So I say that's the way it was with a lot of things.

It seems our relatives, too, they don't-they do now, but before they didn't

name them after the fathers. They always seemed to name them after an

uncle, you know.
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Q: Well, I want to get back to this business of the house again because

this is something I never knew anything about before. So you think that

the house that the Millers lived in which was owned by the Hopkins at

some point and Prangs in there was the original Chamberlain house?

A: It was. Because that house stood there for years, and that was

rented to different people. And I remember one time, there was a man by

the name of-I can't think, what was his name, otto, because there was

Jake and Abe and Betsy; they went to our school. And he, I don't know

his wife-I don't know what they was years ago. It seems there were men

living there, and their wives were all Christ(?) or something, and they

couldn't remarry, you know. They raised these kids. And he lived in there

for a while. And different people lived in it. The old thing was just

about ready to fall down. But when Prangs came here, they had it moved

over there. And I remember because my father fixed it up.

Q: So it was on the other side of Raymond?

A: Yes.

Q: It was on the west side and then it was moved to the east side,

about where the library is now?

A: Yes, and that's where Prangs lived in it. And different ones lived

there. As I say, the Hopkins got it and the Millers rented it from them

Q: Oh, well • • •

A: It wasn't Miller's house ; it was Hopkins.
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Q: Well, it just shows the library • • •
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A: And then that brick building, they bought that from McCormicks on

the corner; Hopkins had that for a while.

Q: Which brick building is this?

A: You know where that alley is over here? There's a little building,

and then there's the big brick building, right over here on this street

over here.

Q: The next street over from • • G

A: ••• 53rd.

Q: At ,53rd, okay. On the corner there, by 95th?

A: No, by the alley.

Q: Oh, by the alley.

A: But. not right on the corner now. It was theirs, but since then they

sold that and this little house. But this brick building, it belongs to

McNaughtons now.

Q: Oh, okay.

A: And Hopkins had that for a while, too. They bought that from

McCormicks.

Q: Was that the McCormick family in Chicago, do you think? The ones

that had the reaper factory?
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A: No, no I don't think they were that family. These McCormicks had a

farm on 95th street down here somewhere, but they didn't owne the farm.

Some sausage manufacturer owned that cause I know my father did work there,

you know. But they rented there, and Jater on when they retired-they had

a big family, too. They were • • •

Q: This is the McCormicks now?

A: Yes.

Q: Okay.

A: And they moved here ; it was sad. They just moved here a short time,

then that winter their mother died. So there were two girls with their

father, but later on they sold because-well, the one didn't want to stay

here with her father alone, you know. And the other one felt she should

go to work. And they had brothers and sisters in the city, streetcar

conductors or something like that, policemen. All the Irish were street

car conductors or policemen.

Q: I always thought that McCormick might be part of the Cyrus McCormick

family, but • • •

A: Not that I know of, they weren't that well to do. I don't think the

others were in the beginning either. I know because there were not too

many Catholics around here, and I know McCormicks were Catholics. And

they used to go to the church-they didn't go to the, a lot of the Catholics

here or Worth, they'd go to somewhere in Palos to church. But they went up
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to this here Catholic church-what do you call that now? It's been there

for years and years, that one up there. And when we would be going to

Sunday school, they'd be coming home. And they remembered this. After

they moved here, they said yes, they knew who we were. They'd see us

every morning.

Q: Well, I see that there's a Thomas Cody here on this map. So I guess

that's 95th Street and well, let's see, if that's Ridgeland, that would

almost be-well, that's way over there. That's even on the other side of

no, I guess it's just a little bit before you get to Harlem.

A: Well, see there were Codys in Palos originally, and this is one of

the sons. I mean they were Codys because they used to go with the

haywagon •••

END OF SIDE ONE

SIDE TWO

Q: ••• of Harlem, it's actually in Palos Township so that must be

that part of the family and not the Sodawasser connection.

A: Cause they had that farm there, and I know I went there to look at

the building when they were building it. It had a great big kitchen,

and you went down to the cellar right in the kitchen in one corner.

You'd lift the thing up, you know, that door going down to the cellar.

And to get upstairs, there was just a-something like, it was just like

a balcony there. And then beds were up there, and then there was a ladder,

something that looked like a ladder, but you climbed right up there instead
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of regular stairs-in that building when my father was fixing it, and we went,

drove along with him one Sunday. Sometimes he'd take us to his jobs. And

I said I'd never been in a house like that. And I told my Aunt Minnie

after. I said-"No," she said, "The Krueger boys weren't raised there."

I said, "It's a wonder they didn't falloff of there." They weren't

raised there, only their father and mother, you know. She said they lived

over there. But she said it must have been built that way by the Sodawassers.

And they left it that way cause my father, I know he said to the man one day,

"Well, don't you think maybe we ought to put in stairs," you know. But he

said, tlNo, leave it. We don't even use the upstairs." They just did what

they had to dO, so I don't know what become of that property afterwards.

Q: Let's see •••

A: But I know the name was Cody.

Q: Do you remember a Sprung family? Sprung, S-P-R-U-N-G.

A: I didn't know them, but I can remember that my mother mentioned the

Sprungs.

Q: Yes, well that was another • • •

A: Where abouts did they live?

Q: Well, they would have lived right next to the Harnews. You know,

their property along there on 95th from the south side.

A: Yes, they probably had one of those homes, too. There were more

houses • •• I used to feel as though they were abandoned, but someone
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else rented. They must have all started farms there years ago or bought

farms; Sprungs and Sodawassers. My mother knew them. As we drove along,

she'd talk to my father about it. Of course, my father didn't know so

much about it cause he came from Worth, you know.

Q: Right, a little farther away. How about-there's an Umlauf farm

here, an L. Umlauf. Does that name mean anything to you? That would

have been up by 87th street.

A: The name sounds familiar, but I don't know him.

Q: Okay, well-you've been doing so well on all these other names that

I hadn't heard anything about before.

A:' Sodawassers and Sprungs, I used to hear him talk about them to his

grandpa, you know, Sahs. And he and uncle would get to talking to him.

"Rake them allover the coals," he said. And sometimes Aunt Minnie and

my mother, too. They'd sit in the kitchen on Sunday afternoon sometimes,

and I seldom went in there. And they were-I think every Sunday they'd

rake the whole • • •

Q: ••• the whole community over the coals.

A: They talked about them, and I would hear it. That's how I know. I

didn't pay much attention to it then, you know.

Q: Oh, I can't remember whether I asked you this once before, but it's

a question that's always been kind of intriguing to me. How did the German

community and the rest of Oak Lawn get along with each other? Was there

any kind of animosity?
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A: Not that I know of.
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Q: Well, I remember reading something about oh, what-well, this was much

before you were born but prior to the Civil War at any rate, you know, they

called the non-Germans verflucht Yankees. (damn Yankees in German)

A: I never heard them called that. My grandfolks came in the--I think my

grandpa Sahs was 1854; and I know my grandma came in 1858. So they were

here because I know that one of the reasons they left Europe was because

everybody was drafted there. And so they got out of there. They said,

"Well, they do nothing but fight here." The seven year war, the thirty

year war. Well then, see in 1861, people were drafted. And I know my

mother said, "We might as well have stayed there. They're fighting here,

too." You know, it was 1861. But they got through that, I guess. My

mother, she remembered when Lincoln was shot. She said they got a news

paper in the morning and it was all black, you know. There was her grandpa.

"See," he says, "Shot Lincoln, German." And that was my grandfather's

father. He was a firey little man my mother said, like the brother. She

said when we'd talk about Nepoleon, but he mentioned Bonaparte, you know,

the Germans and the French were fighting.

Q: Sure.

A: She said when he said Bonaparte, he'd just about spit fire, she said.

Q: Oh, so this was your grandfather's father. This was Henry Aulwurm's

father?

A: And his name was John. He's buried in that cemetery there, somewhere.
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Q: Which cemetery?

A: In that Lutheran cemetery.

A: Oh, this is an Aulwurm or a Sahs?

A.: Sahs.

Q: Oh, Sahs, John Sahs.
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A: Well, my grandpa also had a brother named John, but his father's

name was John. Most of them moved to the city. There are some of their

decendents around here. I know when my cousin had his hundred celebration,

cousin Elsie Zander, she looked over the records, and "Oh," she says, "Are

there Sahses in there?" In the church record. I said, "Well, there wasn't

a very big family." And my mother just had-she had two sisters and one

brother. But this brother of my grandpa's, they had quite a family, and I

suppose they were all baptized and confirmed in there. Grandpa says that

none of them live around here. They all moved to the city. They didn't

stay on farms; they all got city jobs except one. He went to Nebraska and

lived there. I say that's where the relation •••

Q: I'm continually amazed at how you're able to remember all this.

A: • • • and half of the Aulwurms, they're in California. Years ago,

we kind of stayed put. That's why they came here, and I know when they

started drafting, you know, my mother, oh, she though that was terrible.

She says, "Now they always have war." She said the reason they always

had so many wars in Germany, she said they always had that old standing
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army there drafting them. And she said they were always ready for war.

Q: Well, that was one of the things, I think, that most Americans were

glad about when they just ended the draft permanently and got a volunteer

army now.

A: Yes, they had been so close to that. And a lot of them said, too, "Well,

they always send us to fight to some other country." Some says, "We'll

fix them when they get here." Some of the women, I heard them talking.

They said, "We'll lick them when they get here." They always keep the

fighting away from home. Some people are always worried about getting in

a war now. You know, it seems that when the Democrats would get in, they

always got in war. And Ray said, "I wanted this guy because you always

hear about that they're telling these Asia and those places what to do."

And Leo said, "Why don't they mind their own business." It seems to me that

that is something for the United Nations to do, not us.

Q: Yes, well, I have a tendency to agree with you. How about the

Talmadge name, B. J. Talmadge? I ran across that one in the records,

too. I don't know anything about them. They would have lived a little

bit farther south, maybe--well, I don't know if I can pick it out here on

the map or not. But it would be within Oak Lawn, the present limits of

Oak Lawn. It may have been on the 1861 map.

A: Well, that's a long time ago; I don't remember the place. I've heard

the name before somewhere, but I don't know • • •

Q: Yes, it would have been down off of l03rd Street, I guess. Yes,

about l03rd and--what was that, l03rd and Cicero, about in there.
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A: They were farmers-I just remember the name.

Q: Okay, if I don't ask people like you, I may never find out.
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A: There was a farm-let's see, I can't think of the name because Mr.

Wilson for a while, his wife's folks had a farm in there. Because I

remember walking down there once. They were renting it-what was their

name? I can't think of it right now. But that's where she was. Because

I know my father would work there, too. Johnson Wilson often gave my

father work. There were always certain people, you know, that would

hire a certain person to do their work.

Q: Let me see-I'm looking at this list again. We talked about Mr.

Biggs' lawyer. Besides being mayor of the village, what did Mr. Montgomery

do?

A: Well, he was supposed to have some printing business downtown or

somewhere.

Q: So he was an outsider, too, as far as his occupation was concerned?

A: Yes, well, he also had a little store here and then I guess that

faded out, and then he had an ice cream parlor. He tried all kinds of

things.

Q: Do you remember where the ice cream parlor was?

A: Yes, it was right on the corner of Cook and 95th, right in there,

a little building up in there.
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Q: Was it where the Ehir's Ice Cream Parlor was later on?

A: Yes.

Q: Same building?

A: No, that was a frame building.

Q: Yes, right.

A: Ehir's, that was a brick building, wasn't it?

Q: Yes, yes.

A: About there.
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Q: But it was in the same general location but not the same place.

A: You know that whole corner was owned by John Sahs, I remember that,

my mother's uncle. Because there was a big fence around there, and he

owned that. And then later on, he must have sold-I think after he died,

they sold some. You know, the children sold it.

Q: So he had a printing business and a little ice cream store.

A: He didn't amount to too much. Years ago he was a brakeman on the

railroad.

Q: Oh, even before he became mayor of the village, he was a brakeman

on the railroad?

A: Yes, before he was married. That's how she got acquainted with
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him. She rode the train, I guess, and got acquainted with him. But

he-well, he got along but. •• They had that house, but I don't think

he ever made much money.

Q: Well, in the little blurbs that we have of him, everybody was speaking

very highly of him at the time.

A: Somehow or other the Harnews got him to run for the village president.

Q: Oh, you think they were behind it when he ran to begin with?

A: Yes, then after they went in there themselves. But you lmow, it

never amounted to anything, this town, until the Germans got in there.

It just seems that way, you lmow, it was always something with the

wells or something • • •

Q: Well, do you think there was any kind of animosity in that respect

in politics?

A: I don't want to say there was, but you lmow, I guess the Germans

could outvote them here. And of course, they always wanted to run

everything. But finally, it seems, they run it to the ground. Even

Frank Harnew-they had that well and dug and dug and dug it, the well

never got it done until finally, I guess, they were always losing their

tools, and that thing was just a money making scheme. I've heard so

many things.

Q: Which well was this now?
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A: All the village, we ran well water at first.
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Q: And this was a village project, something the village government

took on to dig • • •

A: Yes, we had village water for a while. •• And this Biggs was

always in it.

Q: Well, when did they start digging the well?

A: I'm surprised the people put up With that. I guess nobody-they had

their own wells, they didn't pay much attention. And there weren't so

many. They didn't speak highly of him.

Q: I want to get back to this business about the well. You seem to think

this was a big boondoggle at the time.

A: Yes, right down there by the village hall was a well, right there.

Q: Close to the creek then, right?

A: Yes, for a while, and then they dug one over there. They said, ttWell,

that's going to be better. That's going to be a Catholic well." Now

that's a number of years. I don't know if they were trying to get votes

or what it was • •• But no water there either, didn't get no water

there. (laughter)

Q: Where was the second place that they tried?

A: I don't know. It must have been somewhere around that Catholic

church there, somewhere out that way.
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A: Somewhere out that way because at first st. Geralds was at the

corner over there •••

Q: Yes, right on 95th.

A: I imagine it was there because they were always talking about-kind

of joked about it, you know, what was this going to be, holy water?

Never got any water out of that thing either and never could get any

water here. I never could figure that out either; nobody could. It

took the longest while before we got the village water and before we

got the electricity, too. After my brother got in there, we found out we

could have had electricity before that. It was Montgomery holding it back.

He just wanted to put some kind of a plant in, you know.

Q: You mean he wanted to have an electric plant right here?

A: Morse, what do you call them, Morrison something, and I had •••

Q: Oh, a telegraph?

A: No, for the electric;ity, and he wanted to have some-we didn't

know this until after. But my mother's cousin worked there, at Fairbanks-

Morse • • •

Q: Oh, yes.

A: And he told us that they were trying to, you know-I suppose he'd

get a commission on selling this here apparatus, and Frank says, he says,
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"Don't let him do it," he says, "It won't be many years until the town

grows; you'll have to have the other anyway. It's only a waste of money."

And he was working there; he told us this. So that didn't go through.

And so we never got the electricity in. Later on once a man from the

electric company came here and he told me, he said, "You know, you could

have had it a couple years ago, electricity in here." He says, "I wondered

why that Montgomery was trying to hold it up." See, he was trying to get

this through. He probably would have got a big commission for selling

that Fairbanks-Morse business. But this cousin of ours, he worked there

and he told us that in a few years you'll have to have the other anyway,

you know. All stuff like that went on.

Q: And so the Harnews were sort of the power behind all of everything?

A: You see, they didn't really live in Oak Lawn at first--that is, Frank

lived here. But Gail and Almon lived over in-that was only taken in to

Oak Lawn there a few years ago. It was Columbus Manor. They didn't want

to be in Oak Lawn, see. And that's where they were, and I said, too,

they went to school there. And some things that Frank Harnew would say

he went to school there. He didn't go--they didn't live in Oak Lawn here.

They had some property here, yes. But Frank finally lived in here because

his father eventually owned a house. It's knocked down now. There was

a mix up; nobody cared. People didn't worry too much about it, you know.

Q: Well, I imagine in those days village government was more of a

nuisance than anything else.

A: They didn't get much for it, two dollars a meeting.
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A: Yes, two dollars a meeting. And then they said they didn't do anything;

they just sat there. They just said yes or no, some of them. They were

just yes men. (laughter) And I guess they probably were. AI, my brother

AI, was a trustee for a while before he was a judge. And he used to come

home with stuff. But I guess he got things moving a little bit.

Q: Yes, well otto had some interesting stories, otto Brandt.

A: Yes, they were all on the board at the same time.

Q: Well, yes, he told me some stories about his brother AI, too, when

he was mayor here-there were some township committeemen that were pretty

interesting. Between the Hilgendorfs and the Brandts and your family and

a couple of other German families, for a while there, it was all German.

A: But these others were supposed to be there, but there was something-

I don't know. I mean, as I say, the others seemed to get control of it,

you know. He said they made things go. It seemed to me the others were

always trying to make some money here or there on the things.

Q: Which others were these?

A: The Montgomerys and-I mean them, you know, those kind-the English

we called them. Everybody was English if they weren't German,whether

they were English or not.

Q: Do you remember much about the Singleton family?
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A: Al Singleton?

Q.: Yes.

A: He was the station agent.
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Q.: Did he do that for the whole time he was here? I'm trying to think

of some of the other families. Now the Armstrongs lived here for a while,

didn't they? I lmow that he married one of the Harnews.

A: Yes, he married Ellen Harnew, yes. They lived on Cook-now wait a

minute, 52nd and 95th, right on the corner there was a house. And by then

they moved in a house over there, that high house still there. He bought

that. Then they sold it and went to Downers Grove.

Q.: I think they went to Hinsdale later on, too.

A: Was it Hinsdale? Maybe it was Hinsdale.

Q.: Yes, at least that's what we got in the history.

A: I lmew it was out there somewhere. I thought it was Downers Grove.

And their children, they had a whole gang of kids.

Q.: Do you remember what he did, what his occupation was?

A: I don't lmow just what he did, but he went to the city every day.

Well, for a certain time that house on the corner was rented to the

old Armstrongs, his folks. Because they had a cow and we used to get

milk there sometimes. There was Grandma Armstrong. And this M1'. Hussman,
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he was some relation of those Armstrongs. That's what they said.

Q: Another thing, was Carl Benck a farmer"?

A: He originally was.

Q: Well, I know that he had a house over there on 95th just beyond where

the library was past Schultz's. Was he a farmer when he had the house

there or was he doing something else"?

A: He retired thereafter, but she had that--well, she inherited that

property from her father, Mrs. Benck.

Q: She was the Sproat"?

A: No, she was a Joern.

Q: Oh yes, she was one of the Joerns, yes.

A: Well yes, they had a farm; they rented a farm on Cicero a ways

beyond 95th there.

Q: But when he was trustee, he may have been retired by that time.

A: By then he was retired. Then his son-in-law, Mr. Hussman, he run

the farm. But they didn't own that farm. They rented it. And she had

property over there but they never went and lived there.

Q: And what did you say Jack Parrott did"? I forget.

A: He dug wells for people.

Q: And he .lived here in the village, too.
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A: Well, at first-I think I told you about the Crandalls had a store,

you mow •••

Q: Right, over across from the old school.

A: Yes, well, he used to board there for years. Then later on he built

a little house across 53rd there. I think part of it is still there.

And then he got married a couple of times and divorced. But finally,

the last one, I guess, he stuck with. But I guess she died before he

did. Jack was always going-he was supposed to be some kind of a plumber,

too. And I remember Aunt Min always laughed about him. She said-I don't

mow, he was supposed to fix the pump in her kitchen or something, and he

was always spitting. She said, "He always spit the fire out on me."

(laughter) He was kind of fussy. But Art used to get a kick out of him,

my brother, because he boxed, you mow, he boxed, you mow.

Q: Jack Parrott did?

A: Yes, and of course they used to watch him. He came from Canada,

they say.

Q: Well, did he box professionally?

A: I don't think he did, but I guess he showed off around here. But

everybody mew Jack Parrott.

Q: So he was a plumber and well digger and ne,.·er-do-well?

A: Whatever he could do took him forever to do it.
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Q: That's interesting. Part of his house over on 53rd is still there?

A: Yes, I think that part of that little house there •••

Q: Was it south of 95th?

A: Yes, I think it's right next to Gasteyers there. Isn't there a little

house there yet? Next to Gasteyers, the doctor, I think there is.

Q: Yes, I think so, yes.

A: Some other people live there. I forgot their names.

Q: One thing I forgot to ask you-well, one of the many things, why did

your parents move to Chicago after they got married? There just wasn't

any room on the farm?

A: No, my father worked in the city.

Q: Oh, he did?

A: He took up the carpenter business, and then he went and worked for

an uncle that was a contractor, and then he worked there after he left

the farm.

Q: Oh, I see. Okay, and then he came here to be on his own?

A: Yes, everyone of those boys, not one stayed on the farm but one.

He wouldn't have stayed there if he-he had rheumatism or something,

and, of course, he was al~ays getting sick. They all went out somewhere

else. ~ father was the oldest, and I guess they all got pushed out of
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the nest, you know, one by one. Well, the reason we carne out here

because there was a terrible depression. There was no work in the city.

Q: Yes, that's right. That would have been the panic of 1893, yes.

A: Yes, my father said you could walk all day and wear your shoes out,

and then you didn't have the money to buy new ones, and he couldn't make

it. Out here he got some work from, you know, the different farmers and

people that he knew. And I know that my mother told that Hilgendorf

house in Worth, she said he built that whole house for one hundred

dollars. I suppose that was the work, and glad to get it.

Q: It's hard to buy much of anything for one hundred dollars these

days much less a whole house.

A: People only made 8, 9, and 15 dollars a week was a lot of money.

If you made twenty-five, goodness sake, one hundred dollars a month.

I remember that well. My gosh, he makes one hundred dollars a monthl

That was something.

Q: That was the big money.

A: Yes, it was big money. I wonder why they couldn't save anything.

Q: Let's see-the old Brandt building, I know that not only did they

have a tavern there, but there were a lot of other little businesses

in there, too, for a while. I was wondering if you can remember any of the

things that were in there, in the part of the building that was farther to

the west. You know there was a tavern there on the end. They lived
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upstairs. And otto mentioned some of them. I was wondering if you

could remember any of the other things cause you said there were a bunch

of things in there at one time. You lmow I asked you about the soda pop

factory that he talked about.

A: Well, I guess Mr. Brandt did rent it to different things. I think

he always had that little blacksmith shop there. He did when I went to

school. And sometimes those other buildings, I guess, he would rent.

But he rented some of those rooms back there.

Q: Oh, just out to people?

A: In back of the stores. Cause I remember one of my mother's cousins

died, and his widow lived back there with her kids for a while. You

lmow, they had all kinds of places there. I don't remember-I think

someone started a bridle shop, but I guess Bill Krueger had one on the

other side cause his didn't work out so well.

Q: Was there much rivalry between let's say like the two taverns for

example? I always thought that was kind of interesting. I asked otto

about it and he said, "Well, there was kind of," but •••

A: I suppose there was. You lmow Mrs. Brandt and Mrs. Schultz were

cousins. And Mrs. Schultz told us that Mrs. Brandt would come over

and accuse her of taking the bread off her table. She said that she

couldn't help it, you lmow. The Schultzes had more business of the

people around here, you lmow. Brandt seemed to have-well, Brandt was a

democrat. Schultz was a republican. And it seemed the Hilgendorfs
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and the Brandts, Mr. Brandt, they were always arguing, this way and

that way. I don't know why.

Q: Oh, they didn't get along too well?

A: There was always something. I don't know just what it was.

Q: Well, I kind of wondered if it might have been politics, but I •••

A: Well, 'i,I don't know whether it was politics-I guess it was. I

don't know. Maybe it was the property, the buying it up. One always

thought the other got too much, I guess. They couldn't bear to get the

other one any richer. But the Brandts always seemed to have money.

Q: Oh, yes, I think they did all right, at least in those days. I

don't think they were rich, but they weren't scraping. ot$O had some

funny stories to tell about when he went to South Dakota for seven years

before his father died.

A: Yes, he was married and he went out there. I guess he had-I don't

know whether he had a row with his father or what. His mother sent him

out there. I don't know what that was, even between otto one time-and

my mother thought that was terrible. And they thought nothing of it.

otto ran on one ticket, same year. And Albert on the other. And Albert

won by about two votes. My mother thought that was terrible for two

brothers to oppose each other.

Q: Well, otto told me some stories about that, too.
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A: And then, you know, there was Nick Schmalen. He was Gusty's

husband. And then he said afterwhile, "Well, we might as well be

democrat," he says, "Cause you folks got everything on the republican

side. We never get anything. So we're democrat. Maybe we can get

something over here." That's the way they worked things. And they

were all good friends-my father, too, with Brandt and all them.

They never got any arguments-everybody was good. They didn't begrudge

the other one making a living, but I think some of them, those Hilgendorfs

and Brandts, begrudged the fact that one made more than the other which

often happens with relatives, you know.

Q: Yes, yes, the fact that everybody was intermarried one way or

another.

A: Yes, there was a lot of intermarriage.

Q: Of course, that was the way it is with any kind of an immigrant

community, and that's really what Oak Lawn was at that time.

A: Yes, like my uncle-my mother just had one brother. His wife was

also a cousin of Mrs.-not of Mrs. Brandt, but of Mrs. Schultz from the

mother's side. And you see when they were related, that was from the

father's side, the Langes. Mr. Lange's sister, Mrs. Hilgendorf, that old

lady Mrs. Hilgendorf was Mr. Lange's sister. And his house is over here,

and these different people that Fil.wina was related to, they were Mrs.

Lange's relations. There was Mrs. Haas and Mrs. Lange, and you know

that's why some of them were related both ways, you know.
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Q: I mow, I've almost given up trying to make all these connections

because it just goes on and on and on.

A: One time with the minister, I happened to drive along with him, he

just got here a short time. I said, "Well, you mow, there's a lot of

intermarriage here." He says, "It's the worst place to get into."

(laughter) He said it's a hard congregation. Well, I said that I mow

sometimes things--that is, not with the relations but with each other,

some people, they have quarrels with their brother or sister and bring it

over to the minister. And I mow one of the ministers told me, "I wish they

wouldn't come and tell me their family troubles."

Q: Oh boy. Let me see here, anything else. Do you remember any of the

other businesses that were around here in the community--well, let's say

Mr. Emery's Hall. Do you remember that pretty well?

A: Yes, they used to have dances and parties there. That's the only

place there was.

Q: Was there anything else here besides the hall? Did he have any other

business there? otto told me he thought he was involved in real estate.

A: Yes, well--he had a little real estate office along 95th there.

Q: Was that next to the building or •••

A: Well, the building wasn't right on 95th street. It stood back a

little bit. And the hall was in the front of it, his real estate. And

there was a couple of stores there, come to think of it. They used to
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sell milk there. That was on here, and the other, I think, the building

was practically on top of the creek, I think.

Q: So the hall was set back from the road?

A: Yes, yes.

Q: And the real estate office was up in front of it?

A: Right, in the front, and there was a few more little shacks Emery

had built there. I remember they sold milk there for a little while.

We used to go over there. And I think they had a little restaurant

in there for a while.

Q: And Emery ran that, too?

A: Emery ran it. Then later on, he built some buildings over that way,

and he built a house here, he built one there. Emery died broke. I

don't know how it was. You were lucky that if you let him have any money

that you got it back.

Q: Oh, my.

A: There were more of those around years ago.

Q: Do you remember any other businesses along hereon 95th street

about that time?

A: There was just the blacksmith shop, and Larsons had • • •

Q: Their store.



Ella Aulwurm 59

A: Yes-they didn't really have a store in there. As long as I remember

it was a hall. They used to do the voting over there for a while.

Q: Did they have any kind of social functions in there?

A: Well, yes, a little-they had doings once in a while, a dance or a

shower on somebody, you know, they'd rent the hall and so on. That's

all there was. There was the Schultzes on that side, and Bill Krueger

used to have a little barber shop. He'd do that on Saturday and Sunday

night. And on this side, there was just Bill Krueger's meat market and

then Brandts. That whole lot was just weeds, all empty. That's all

there was.

Q: Was there anything down there, besides the school, down at the

corner of 95th and Cicero then?

A: Nothing but the farms except that the church was this way a few

blocks, that's all there was on that side of the track. And on this

side was a farmhouse, rented. And later on, there's another farmhouse

where Andy Lange-oh, about halfway between the track and Cicero, you

know, there was another farm. Andy Lange lived there. They had a bunch

of girls. Then beyond that was Beebes. They didn't own that, either

one, it was rented. There was some places here, too, I guess, people

started farming, and they abandoned the places. The building was there,

and they rented them to people. They probably farmed, you know, around

the community, made hay and things. They lived there. There was an

acre or two around the houses, you know, where they could make their

living. Nobody starved.
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Q: They didn't make a lot of money, but they didn't starve.
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A: Some made more than others. It still puzzles me up until this day

how people make some money and have so much money to give away or to

spend. (laughter)
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